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Cover Photo

Jiro and Hatsu at the main entrance of their home in Darwin, 24 October 1931. (Courtesy of the

Kinoshita Family)
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1.29y 028 (19134FE) "Iy /BRI BN ODVWTVWS . EEORYEOFIIEAFTH
Hoto. (AFxm®E) / Panorama of Cossack, ¢. 1913. Memo attached to the photo reads ‘home in
Cossack’. Muramats’s house is in the front center of the photo. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)
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2. OYvwoas (19355 E)  TRIE AP MV vI oy TR e T RENEZAFNTWS, (BEARER Y
F7vopp.26-27) / Panorama of Cossack, ¢. 1935. 'Muramats store’, ‘former Turtle shop’, ‘Japan Town’,

‘Camp’ etc. are written on the sketch. (Kenji Fujita's Sketchbook pp.26-27)

P

30y oeg(20178F) . 71Ty - VsV REEAN SO 201 750A%mEE) / Panorama of Cossack from
the Tien Tsin Lookout, 2017 (Photo: Mayumi Kamada, September 2017)
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4. 1903 Great Hall Speech Day:1 903&0){5%&%\%%‘t0)ﬁ¥0 Hu?U CRBENEFEL. BREIFEBER LR, (
FETI - DALy IXERER) / Speech Day at the Great Hall in 1903. The guests of honhour were seated

in the front row and the hall was totally packed. {Xavier College Archive)

3
B
1 5. MiERERRA: E—Hod—t
G} ) . P
% z - :” FABBOEUR - HinE CRAER
' i ; i b VN _
i Ly % 3 % = BROZFIHH B, / Constitution of
HHHERBRARRREE ~ i L f ik . .
gus a8 % E f i :'1 the Cossack Japanese Associa-
o OB RRE WS E’:‘ Ef E_g i S tion. Sakutaro Muramats was
* o, ¥ A ® 2 o | . . -
X G i s # Il ;u listed as chief executive and
. &
¥R aRz ¥ m . treasurer. (NLA: mfm O 2303 / 5)
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6. (EREROEERKEICET 3REEZE / The Deed of Consent to administer estate from Tsunetaro
Muramats and Others to Jiro Muramats. (SROWA: $59 cons3458 1898/044)



7. VYR -=ZF Y =20 OL L5 E. AR NEEE
BICTRE. (hTxpm / Commemorative photo of
Saburo, at age 20, with Yasu and Uta, at Kojima
Photo Studio, Kobe. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)

AR (s ol S B R R IR S gy sy dy

Pearling boat, ‘Editha’ (Kenji Fujita’s Sketch-
book pp.84-85)

9. VLAY —SE=RBIRRRE1913F Iy
LA1Y—F%HEC. 74—XTAILDSHE A (
AFxFE / Pearling boat ‘Gracie’ and
Saburo: Jiro purchased the ‘Gracie’
~ from E. C. Teesdale in 1913. (Courtesy
 of the Kinoshita Family)

10. REMR EOREE ok Txmm / Crew
on the pearling lugger. (Courtesy of the

Kinoshita Family)




1. 29voes
(19135F) :2%vo oD
XA AN = %ZE
Do (KFRAH) /
Pancrama of
Cossack, 1913.

" View towards the

% main street in
Cossack. {Courtesy of
the Kinoshita Family)

12. a%voes
- (913 Od—h-kl
NoED, EEEADY
YIDAA AN —
FRIOBRYMOIDIcBER
AFEHEOERALH
| DI (RTHRFE) /
- Pancrama of
4 Cossack from Goat
Hill, 1913. Main
street of Cossack at
~ the back of the
photo, and camp for
~ Japanese crew in the
front. (Courtesy of the
~ Kinoshita Family)

% . WL VL L 51 L O 6L U VR W VR VLWV v 101 0 O 0 00 0 O I NP e S R R v S VR AV P R R

St

13. AUy ORMENE. 1935FE  BHEERENT1/N\—E UTHWTWEDORIEETTIC, 1980FRICHEI NI AT v F
DFD 1 KIBBEIELDORTIL (BE) MRS, NIMEE. BREFETE ol SMENM N TS, 1930FERIE D TORE
MOBZMIBROMI -G THEE U UEbN T\, (EEERRTyF 7y 2ipp.28-29) / Muramats Store in Cossack,
¢.1935. Kenji Fujita painted many sketches of Cossack in the 1980s based on his memory, including a
hotel, Muramats Store, Muramats’s residence, and a turtle-meat factory (formerly the Customs Building).
(Kenji Fujita’'s Sketchbook pp.28-29)



AAEREATI,
() TR AT FAR AN R
| e a9 SFPORT,
& & JE/ ,S Mf_ﬂuam

Vf# 1276 FLODEP ORI,

°3" =] B AN ik el Y,
Tl e @mawm&m,rwm ]
o &\twl “ﬂ)ui:n‘o-\.a -u.-w-LJ-u \
g .,.Im \
a‘(‘.’,;%,yx Gl e qf,.w%mw ¥ ’?—
| o Shis e
' Wc L ”&.g LTI g.wlﬂ';:" i ES
|l _‘-;w" fz;.., PR A, oo TR .':t @
. - g Bt
e
A

& Seitar o)

e’;;”./ ;1 7
oot de Aisorne-ctel .R..c

A ol s momen il ftoduelion oe evis ol foseeins
L poale amcirilede omi e gl 19 )

SEPRRABTIRHBETWRRIE RRE % a
C LEERACMERS e BREE

it e hentiss

i & o
14_%®#%19wﬁzh_—%ﬁ$ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ¥®kwﬁﬁmﬂQt%#hfh%wm&%@/Sww@s
passport, issued by Japanese Consulate in Sydney in 1915, [t was written, ‘as a business trip to Great

Britain and Ireland’. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)

15. ZERE 7V B OFTEIRIT naﬁ%,\\

19164 (K Fx7#) , Commemorative photo 3
of Saburc and Aya on their hc neymodn, '
Beppu, Kyushu, 1916. (Courtesy|of the

Kinoshita Family)

16. ZBB. 7Y XZOGRER 1919, O v I okTxmiE) /
. Saburo, Aya, Sumiko and Jiro, Cossack, 1919. (Cour-
tesy of the Kinoshita Family)



7. S BEROEEANDEHIIDRZED [ 2FIA
WS FIE XA RER. = BB R EN S 18
AR, 77 AZOUERERKER, 19204
4H208. O—/\UICTRE . (AT /
Send-off of Jiro for Japan. Back
row from left, Osamu Wachinaga,
Jiro, Saburo; front row from left,

* Yoshimatsu Masumoto, Aya, Sumiko,
Yasutaro Yamamoto. (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)

18. Yv/r St £ 1920465H
148 BARICEFTY Y HR—=IL%
HilERER (AN S 2FEH) & BED
DENBRE. ZH(TIL—LEA
KEOER) T EEW rFxmm
/ On board the "Japan’ Jiro
{(second from right) leaving
Singapore for Japan on 14
May 1920. Sending him off
are Kamejiro Tokumaru,
Miura {brother of Tokumaru’s
wife in Broome) and
Otomatsu Murakami. (Courtesy |
of the Kinoshita Family)
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: 0. JREBDTHEE, (HE) (B ke TEYHY
C BLCE®\INTNG, / Jiro’s ‘diary’.

2 2N . ) .

o é f: Contains detailed memos about gifts
/ % q; and to whom these were given. (SLwA:
& ACC 3700A)
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20. BEY A MEY R/ RER 1920 10A27H. R
REBEEEICTURE (e5FE / Some Matsuda,
Yasu Kato, Hatsu and Jiro. Mitsukoshi Photo
Studio, Tokyo, 27 October 1920. (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)

21 N\ ENL R OBITEEIC TR, 1927 FLE,
EBEZNERISXERADEZE (s=xmH) / Hatsu
and Haru, c. 1927. Commemorative photo taken
either when Haru graduated from primary school,
or matriculated at the Women’s High School. (cour-

tesy of the Imatomi Family)
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22. /YT IL- LRV OEBEHMD R RRIBE 19184118 s bgbsorns

28T, 2O/ TIX1919F 1 HAHI VFIL—FITTHM. 1930 LW

F12ANTHY =00 VICREL &5 2. CORBRNOEIEIRELTIE 23 \Y-LFVYOEEMD AR GIRIIAE 1926518
FRNED, (B4ESBR) / Certificate of Exemption of Dicta-  18H&1T.1926E2826HIcTIL T ElicTHM. 1927
tion Test (CEDT) of Marie-Haru, issued on 28 November F8HEHIY v VICIBEEH5, / CEDT of Haru,
1918. According to the record, Haru left on the ‘Midaroo’  issued on 18 January 1926. She departed on the
on 4 January 1919, and returned to Darwin on 11 ‘Gorgon’ on 26 February 1926, and returned to
December 1930. However, the date of departure remains  Cossack on 25 August 1927. (NAA: K1145,1926/16)

in question. See Chapter 4.(NAA: K1145,1918,/137)
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24, NS OB G S URMBEUR N AR T BT >4 — 51— HEE R
LIcbDTH D, CHRERERYvFTvoipp.100-101) / List of pearling boats owned by J & T Muramats and names
of the Japanese crew. Kenji Fujita, who worked for Jiro as a tender and a diver, created the list in the

1980’s based on his memory. (Keniji Fujita’s Sketchbook pp.100-101)

25. EXERERION FR 2B R ZTT:1922F N EST/H
BORAFIAOESDIC—R AV VIR~ RcigE S
DEBohd, xTsFm / Yasunosuke Murakami and

=}-=-74

JER I’
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26. REBHBH.G.RILYV Y T3 TIoFAK. 19324E4 A
19H IREMOMERZIBCT I EARIENENT &I
W BEIDESNT NS, BT AXEEICIE COERIL
VUBBITESN IR U L SHEIOFEN R EE - TY
%, [ Letter from Jiro to H. G. Nelson MP, dated 19
April 1932, expressing his anger and disappoint-
ment about the refusal of the government to
permit him to expand his fleet of pearling boats.
The National Archives of Australia holds several of
Jiro’s letters sent to Mr. Nelson in 1932 complain-
ing about the matter. (NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244)
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| Sumiko Muramatsu in front of Sakutaro’s grave. Photo
taken when Shigeno Murakami came back to Cossack

with her family to visit the grave of her mother, Chiyo

| Araki, in 1922. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)
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27. JRER-INYREDY —
UV DEE] ER%XH
AIDFE T, 1938%F 10524

» HIRF RTxam8) / Home

of Jiro and Hatsu in
Darwin:Garden in front

&y of the main entrance,
¢ 24 October 1938.

{Courtesy of the Kihoshita

Family)

28. §—1 »OROIEEN
5 1938F10A24Hix
®okTHrE / Front
verandah of the house in
Darwin, 24 October
1938. {Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)

29. =1 Y OROYAR
RZVEF 1938FE 10824
HiBR ok TxmR / Side
verandah of the house
in Darwin, 24 October
1938. {Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)
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ﬁ?‘a‘ 3 ‘r ja o EE 30. ¥—1 > Fv/I\F =D JREE-\YREBOEEILF/\F

e, —EDRWCH oI, kFxm#) / Cavenagh St., Darwin. Jiro
and Hatsu’s house was situated ©on this street. (Courtesy of

the Kinoshita Family)

32 AAF. A 112 31. EJﬁ\EBO)HEﬁ%‘}E*%%%E Z

¥ on
ausrmunjp i . MILITARY FORCES Faubind, Mag, 141
1 ;

AP L : DEGTARMIREENIE
prisonEr oF 'war — SERVICE AND CASUALTY FORM ldentification No." .. ms Wgﬁﬁguﬁif@@@—\b
Rank. Other Namies Ji:::u AT NER-FECHOERH%ET

FRUHD, COEHEISIEH
BEARGTEREDHONMES
N, / Jiro’s Service and

Casualty Form. Records

the dates and place

SPACE

H names of Muramats’
z ", whereabouts from the
E time of his arrest until the
£ day of his death. (naa:
-
= MP1103-1,DJ1811)
£
¢
LTS

AUSTRALIA l !'-'gn::_lnnv FORCES ety :l,.'.‘;., 32 /\‘V@EE%%-}E%%%&E;‘E\

A P UL BROBDERU LS IT/ VYD

prisoner oF war — SERVICE AND CASUALTY FORM recosscsion 5o - BASEBEINRETOIEC
Bk sl o v P BI Y BT EIEER. / Hatsu's

2. farionsisa = Service and Casualty

' ; sl Form: Records the dates
and place names of
Hatsu’s whereabouts from
the time of her arrest until
the day of her release at
the end of the war. (NAA:
MP1103-1, DJF18119))

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS SPACE

Hoqt



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

34 BEgIYy IR\
Y / Hatsu with a friend
in Cossack after the
War. {City of Karratha Local
History Collection, 2017_1054)

xi

33. FYZBEIRER BV SITIERBADUR
BENFIREAB4 DB ol E— Z  ZINEFIEN
AV AZUT NERE BEARBEUNAFICINE
INTW, CONBMERBEEFE—INEFHTH3B
N ABRC K SICEZR SN, / Tatura Wartime
Internment Camp. During the war, four
camps were constructed to hold civilian

| internees near Tatura. Camp Nos. 1-3 held
: German and lalian internees, while Japanese
" were held in No. 4. The photo is an overview

of No. 1 Camp, but No. 4 camp had the same

. layout. {Australian War Memorial: 052598)

35. \YOEE. HIVIFERBEI Y NLO
RESEEE. /L UI VIR BAICE
HATSU MURAMATS& EHITIIRO
MURAMATSERIENT WS, (cExmR) /
Photo taken at either Hatsu’s funeral or
headstone unveiling. From left: Shingo
Imatomi (Haru’s son), Haru, Uta and
Yasu. The names, HATSU MURAMATS
and JIRO MURAMATS are inscribed on
Hatsu’s gravestone. (The Imatomi Family's pos-

session)



36. Iy IHARAEMICH BHMNE e

KREBOE 201 7508%mEY) / Grave 37. 39y 1930F EICHIREIE LREEDEFEN H-7cilD . BEEERIORY
of Sakutaro Muramats in & eHRE RICEBINTES - GBS UTEbN I, Col7s5RmEY) /
Cossack. (Photo: Mayumi Kamada, Sep- Cossack: Site of Muramats Store and his home in the 1930s. The
tember 2017) building on the left was the former customs building, which later

became a turtle meat processing plant and cannery. (Photo: Mayumi

38 FETIL- ALy VB (Fa—Fv
VIXR) 11 8B5FEEDEY TIRMII R
LROFERICBELTW L REIFE
BREUVTERINTWS, BE BRET
2019#12898) / South Wing of Xavier
College, Kew Campus. The building
was completed in 1885. Jiro lived
on the top floor as a boarding
student. The building is currently
used as the administration building.
{Photo: Keiko Tamura, @ December 2019)

39. B TR, [BRBE A OIE R OERD B> IAD SRED THED.
CHERINTWB Ty oYy, TEft TIREI E W T BS D HE S, 2019
10BmA. gmEs) / Fujieda, in the vicinity where Sakutaro’s house
stood, along the old Tokaido road. ‘Ensyuya’, ‘lkushinsha’ and
‘Tokosei’, which were mentioned in Jiro’s ‘diary’, are still in exis-
tence. (Photo: Hiroyuki Matsumoto and Mayumi Kamada, October 2019)

i



FHHREER (1878-1943) :
F—RFFUTICEEIHFEAEZ R RV



HEE-E @BER

G R NERE

I —r =y = —

HF ET

A iz

Mk e

K Al

Ca (S EE VN S E A

A=Ak 7Y 7EVAY B AEE
) 4 —F 4 — & R

A=A LU TENLRY: 7 Y7 RKEATR
C A G

RELTRY AERIE

MR ATBEORY . Bz

74—y X7 v RRYE G SUUgER &8 BT R



SCHk

SURRY 2 b

HLENE

................ %EHEE",
TODHAR © ANBER & Z DR coee e e CHEHES
A2
FeCOMER] LG8 & Rl e eI Y= =
—F — 2 k7Y PENASCEAETRE R 2V ——
2 & B RINRERYIRE—
MIBERE 2y 27 e e e e e FH A R 7
1920 (KIE9) FEJFE e e e e e A2
—NBEB DR TS & T —
FINHRER & ERRHESE e e e e e W b —
MEEINA & RIRTAEE e e e e 7K HH R 7

21

39

57

73

83



BIERAVN

e
.Q,:i@\’lio

L FrvRg—2
= °

AVAO—

EsReE | oe—VRSUR

HF—Ry

BA—ZRSUF |

.................................

TYRRY

oy | EARRIUT -
onLT—v— | Za—HYRY -

JN—2R

o S
0 500km
e — |



PRHES

1. HBE7er 22 b

et (HNET, AKHBHT, WA A B SHES)2SRIEENICER T2 2 L i
oD%, 2017 EICHK, M E, $fiHO 3 ATady ZICHEICHN I ENE >0 TH
%, MEFAT B D 7V — 7Tk, IARDIHL & 7o T, RIMARERICEDN T a Yy 7 TEHERHER
HEEICHEE U 7RISR L 72 A r v F 7y 7 L HEORA L RE 217> T, FI0IC
Hote Ay F 7y 7iciE, 1930 FERD ayy 7 OEFEO LS L TRIRE ) © TRIREE,
BN TED, THET ORI LZIEE %9 T, EN T -EIZ, WHE 1§, &
JE (RHR) 1HFE EADR 15 6L, ZIUTHAANDFK 4, 5HFTL 7y &) 3idh3d 5, 1950
FERIEADEZS BoTEN E BTV LTV aYy 7 TlEH o 7h, Lich Bl
MR T, BRHIKSHI W AT v FLREHEDETAHRILVWEEZEZ-DTH S,

APy ZIF TR T LI EDRFFo TR A A=K LT, A —AFF Y
TINOPESERE L L TBEMTb N, HFOFHRKbETCO N, A—A 7V TEF Y EV S
A= ETR L HEEDIITENR 2 LN 8D E s> Twiz, Lo LS, aty 7D
JESR Dl i, AR & AAANEE DBIGRD 5 1890 BRI a ¥ v 7 DFIENE — 7 ITE L -1
T, 1920~30 FER DB, O TEN G HARANDERIZIZEA LD oT, T 51T,
HARNEHNC BT 26O RMERER (1898 452 H 13 Hi%) D%iE, BREORREGEL L
HEOLNTVEHDD, RADFEP, ZOHE Y v 7 DFEFIEEIOHINIT H > 7 NATEERICIE
—BbfinonTukdro7DTH %, BHMAE - BOCEHFOHLE D, 7% DOFF2 L 2kEH
Pz ayy 7ORTy FITREZBELEZR L2 L, 20 i A>T oDayy 70
JERDFHFICHEIN TRV EZRTHDTH o7 L, ol b RIMEEED % BH &5 2>
2T BB R R - L T o 7,

REMAEBIZ 15 K TA— A F 7Y 71D . BERERICHLL TZ20EEZ A —AFF Y 7T
WU 7o, JRERIE, MERBBANA O 7o RAARG NG %2 FE I ¢ CHEBRHEHCEIC O D L, HARAT
FME-RREMZFTAE LT, avy 28— YRS E LTHEZEBR L, L22L., JRED
EY R AREREICOVTHENAONTES T, FLE-BDIED.CS. ¥V Y RIkb7
7 E TR E LT\ % Muramats, Jiro (1878-1943), Australian Dictionary of Biography @ #
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7 NAA: Al, 1905/2173, p.2. Department of External Affairs response to 27 October 1904 request in
Parliament for Return showing number of Chinese and Japanese residents who were naturalised
British subjects, memo 22 June 1905.
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IRHE L7 ET, F2a—CHEZ2ZII T3 \WELEY ) LEDPNRTVE, HAHED 7
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— 7 AL, IGEEDY TN AOFRL T, b v HEZE 2 IET 2 AMTH %, Lk
LX) TH S, GO TOHEEB L, ZDOFERE L TOHKRMND4030 B3, Zhl&%E
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HERE P OBEAIME ZHIET 2 2 B TERd o7z, T E > THEME &) Rifgix, 2L
DBEELDPL75 X o -D72,

1900 FFEICHINBERIE 2 v 7 IR > TRBIDOREGEZ G EME, HEXZ T KT L7V L
BELELIE)THE, T - 27RO HGICHTL 2V 2DEXFTHLITTH L5
. Y RIS b ot v ) Bl IE R 5 e, IO HEIC X B £, 1904 i T
LWISARICE), L, 1905 4E 1 H 17 HICEF LNy EFESL 72, Vi3 1882 fEICRIB T4 £
i, 1895 4EICA—RA 7Y ZICEE L 723" JRER & OFGHE DT O SIEARDUT D W T DRl
FER RIS TR, IV S N7 i 2 T, IR L FRRICHUR A b Y v 715
Bl ole, WRDOEEDEERY MBRGFRAEE ISR > T 5%

o<V - L3 191347 A 14 HICHEE L 72, 2 OEHRIE 1941 FEDIREED I Rl
DHT, ZIITE, vV IBERE L L GEHINTWEY, I5IHELOEEZID 7 A F Rk
AEEIC X B L 19184FE 11 HORFIT, 5> &b 3",

I —m vy RANE LT, WA—ZRIEE EHLD GBS BRAE R IS BB & RIS T,
F—=A LTV TERHNLERICITZN 2N T I20ERH o7, SbhwvE, HAERTE R VG
Wenid > 7- D72, Mk, 1901 FRRGIREIC L2 £, IEI—ay RFBREERLT—ZA 7
7 AE OB EEZH D MBI A L R Tk s or, TBINIREDMEE T % 50 dEDE X

S IEIAEREE THEER, (A=A b ) PENZNEMR) 2k 3 &, KEAT (T4 9 F% - v F
F) 1219004 11 H S HICY Fo——ZHE & LCHT L. 1901 4 12 A 28 HICHRFEERI L s o 72,
—Ji. MTHW X A TARBOROAL & HADMIG) TEEEBGOA) 1981468 %5 (31 H) 1cksE, ¥ F
Z——HHFE LT 1899 F 1 A IS HIZEE LRI N T3, I DRy 6, BIbINARIH
RO 18971 HICY F=—TKIEEHE L H2DIFIEETIIRWEEL NS, BIREZEa XV )

? NAA: A8, 1901/203/1, p.55. A BEB D N, 1901 EREHIRECE L T, BRZHIRT 3£ HER
IR L CHAEREFOH, A& %E R L7 1901 4£5 A 13 HAro2i,

* NAA: A712, 1899/K6473, pp.3-4.

' NAA: K1331. ~yoHi4: Az, NAA: MP1103/2, DJF18119 mi&k#kic 1893 4E 3 H 8 H & KX
NTWEH, BZoHENTHS I, RS, ZHTIHIREL L OFSBERID Y OERDY 127K &% 5
PoTH 5, 1948 £ K1331 i, 1941 2250 MP1103/2, DJIF18119# & b H#24ETH 5.

2 NAA: K1145, 1926/16.

" NAA: MP1103/2, DJ18118, p.1.

" NAA: K1145, 1918/137.
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TH 12 1905 FFICEEI NP, ZIUIHAB D Vg1 H -7 2 & bR -7,

TS DXLEBHIRHTENTH-7bDD, NA—FKDZDHBOBE 2L T3
19194 1 Hicevzinvizaty 72 THANAD 572, BZ 62V ZOEEBED
DTH A9, AV ZICBHELKEDHEED =D DEEZZITEA E o, NI —FKBHA L

DOBRMPY ZRUNC LT 2 EDHEICO» S, <) ZIF 1930412 HETA—A 77U 7
RS o7z, 1926 4E 2 Hic, N IFHARICHD W, 1927 £ 8 HizaH v ZICRE->Tw 3,
REMGERIE 1920 4F 4 H 20 HIcH EHL) Gl bRAEE 2 AF L7203, 82 5 CRITRWITITS
7DTHAH, WiFaty 71219204 12 H 13 HIZKR>Tw» 3"

1913 425 1924 4 £ ¢, MIMGEEDOHED =R L | 21 u~%@%%%ﬁ:#v7*@&
JE% Flro 7z, 1912 4 8 HICIREEMEH LJEE 1 42 2 ZOMOEFEHEIX, A —A 5
THABEIC L > TGS N (2 y 7 OBBRETH 2 77 7 VY BIEEDOSFRIC L b
59, ZHEBIZ 1913 48 1 HIC Wz 36T 2 7201055 L, FESHANC > T EFEg 12 A H R
DHET 21872, 2% ) Bh7 HAEKS % 557 L CREEEEZ Ff> T2 D% 513, 1904
EDOHERBAREICE > T, HANPECHALBIEK I Z D X I BEFTAEBTE DR
Sz, ko T, FERIFEERD MBS RER S,

HAREEFELA—A P72V 7HABEE, 2L A= 7 ) 7HBIBEROB TR ZbI N
7K B & ZHBIE 1914 FRICHBRMER HEEZ L CIFRI I L Cw» 5, RIFHARICKH 5 1924
FF T, 1916 4EICA— R F 2V 72BN TEo Hx a4y ZIiiinys > 72 DA, g
IER 2GS L7z, 1901 FRERHIIREIC XL 2 &, RBEIEINABRTROIRD | FEFHSHD
REE GRS, S, I —FKiZayy 7 CIHENICZ T AN TV L) T, =8
DANEEEHER LR D7 ® DWEEFE IC, D ay v 7{ERBPBHL T0 BT,

3. FLRHERIMUG 1

RBDNEZ MR 728, NIMRERE 1906 I HBRHERIE (2000, 1910 40 HIIC i3 T &
T L7°VRRTELLEREERELE 2o/, 19164 ICaYy ZBIBREORAL ) —KiZ, K
RRGIE DS 2 4 v 7 ORI T EE R AT IO M1 o H iR EAREIEO K% rh
LT3 ERTWSS ZoWMGEEIL, MGELD HAEDE @ik T % & HIKFIC, EE
ZMFL TV 5, HE 2 IIRA Y —BiBIRIE, N aty 7 o EBRHRECGEZ ML L §ET»
5 LEL T, )7, MRO LY 2 AR 2> T EHE 2 50, i1 L Ol TRl %

" NAA: K1145, 1920/49A.

' NAA: Al, 1924/24078, p.5.

7 [k (BAF Ibid.) , p.33.

" NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.68. Report from the Cossack Sub-Collector R. Bailey to the
Department of External Affairs, 9 February 1915.
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1920 fEDIE, AIMIZBEP R 2 BT & L TE- 7208, 24Ud 2 O TRA— ATl
JEERIEEZ P DS D TELRDPoLIERZRLTRS, XA Y —FiBIREIX 1915 Fi2iE, Fnss
SEDIhZIA L7z Ltk L T3, itz T4 ¥, E—, 7¥ h, 32— ANy b,
N=)b, WE—=, 774 TH5, MATHKIZ, 56 NTOEFZ @ ERAZH 24 L T
W7

P4 —2 7Y 7oz i & 9 2 BEBRHERRICEIR, 1860 (FGIRE D, Z DYURFIZE
BRHZ, BKZ2 X550, IWTHERTHED LD HMOEKIEE T o 7, M3t
La S A N—Iflio 703, 1870 FERUFEIT L IHHH 12~ L A L, FE—IL, 74V EVD
SV AN, 1880 EEL I, SEH A~V X v b LBEEDIOWIEERD TR, D%
BHINT, HRAZ2FAN—ITKDL I ENTELL)ICRDE, HE205 (34 X—1F)L) £T
s kIicko7, HARE, 5 ICMEOEREEE CFE¥%2 T2 X 9 12k -> 7%, FRAURE
EAGER S . Rl AR L. A 7 —F — RSB E 2 5B AR BB E 2 B L 7,
HZz< o3 HETHEYHO®RE ¢, fixic L THE—oARHEZ > 7%,

HBRHBRIEO T I, IV —L, =74 v, ZLTKIERZE -7, EEEEIZ, FL X
FEDP ST T TEL DT NVEEE., 5I2F T — NMEOWHII IR L 72, FEER BRI, %
MEIRR 1T X 2 RPEBEE D 2 RTINS (Z R ZARNWIIFTEMRZ, 2%y 7065 —
74 IBIRESHE T AN ERH o), MG E T ko,

EZ B 5B IS RO B I T2 H o 7o, M BN RAE SRR A3 DR 12 5581
Motz 527, ZOHRE X, M54 (1903—1916), WNE LIRS (1916—1928). N
B (1929—1932), NB# (1932—1938) THh %, FRIGEH ZHToH G BiEYRE 238 L CiF
AT 2 LENH D, LB 2MOMIBHIIE 2580 HEL R TR s ahoT,
C O BIBIR G BB BRI IC L > TH | RO ANEIZ E 5T EEAKEZ - T
Wiz, T B OTFRNILER 1 > — X v C, BB IR & 0 SiEE L 2 HiE o fR
ZRDSNDEEDH o 7%,

APER OB H L 2 A6 3 HEHICIHRE D, Z O%RAUNE. Bt jE s aic
%% 12 £ TEEZE Lk, REWIRTIE, iEmsicsi 2 s e TkiicEii L., £@Toitz
TLUTEBICRE L2, BHEXUXIBY)MToh, MIEEer ook, —HoEMHE
BREINTFE—LLT7 4 ) ENTENIRINAD, fhdiE-> ThoBEREICH - -7%, 2D
1 FREIOFHEIX, HEPREEIC L > THLES 7,

VI OB X225 % FEIR v 70k D | BB IZ 7 A7 57, 1910 FARDIRE IS 225 ERib%
BIBE % fifi 2 7 M DSHE 2. Z US> T AREDERERENHES 2 0 @FEEHED 8 AT
oo EIKKIZEAKIRD F I b Eiadg L, EKKEDOERE &FKRZADLE 2 &, £ 200 X0
DEI Llolz, BAIZ, YT LRICIISE L EIET 25T, 1910 4205 1917 Fofic, 7
=L T 145 ZDFEKRFDILT LTz, IRAIKIMETEF LW I &3] EFiE Z 91K,

" Ibid., p.4.

O FZAE, WIMBERD S 5 —7 4 VBIBIREAD 1937 4£ 9 A 22 HiTO &M ¢, MR IZH L WA 7 —F—
T 2 2R TR HEE L7, NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.21.

B ZL TR FICIIHER R LAL, RiR2 %L SRRSO EEIZ, 1946 FEAN OHFHEIERE D 12
%%, NAA: MP138/1, 603/201/2336, p.7.

2 HPRHRINEH B . DRI EAR, RARRCSRIWROBHEE ) 2 L3h - 72,
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DFE D NRARRMRE, 72577, fllicd, BREOUINP, fahAaye, 2% T 3
&7 E DGR H - 7,

HARAB AR 1890 R S 2 Mh0 7o, HRABAKR L <L A NBKKRDINC 7 4 NV
WNH ST bDD, HRAD 7 IV — L TIEREE T, RIEETHFEHD Tl % H > Tz, Mk
BRI, 55— B AR S 0 L < 72 o 7236500, ME— D HANE B HERHEES 72 o 72,
B S, 1912 44 — R 7V 7EERHIKIC X - T7 Y 7 ADEERE RREURTA 25 1L 23 eE
SNDHNC, FHEZFRL 7206 TH %, HERHRICEZ B 2 BUFHEEE & —f o Tk HERH
B IOARFRE I LD, EBRE, 7Y 7 ANTEIE L TIREEDR D Lo T, Th
DIEERHERECEICIER T 2 HARAN £ AADDOBEED E 42 F K7 5 72,

HARANY A N—ld, AABBRHRIEEE DS 6, IFRN 2B EHE DRI I v
Rad3NnTnulk, 7Vv—0Z%ZDOW, C. )y —ik, LA ANZEHAD T TEI DIZie L
Tw3—J, HRAZ "ERH D BRTH S L, 1910 FoHEFHTHERTWEY, 2ok
) RITE, PEA =R+ 7)) 7 EHRERCEL a0’ FEFEOFHEEDNEERE B L TdWwiT
W EDREER L7 1920 SEAE TV 7228, ZOWRBIRHAAZENICILZbDE >, I
I HDORHACER I L 72, EWvI Db, FIEEDIL ONIHELIC L TRHE 7 A9 5 6 A
DHANT, S BEE L, fiEEORME Lt F2 T 202876 THE, /=T A b -
I a—#t (70— 2%4T) O 1923 SEDOFLHDP MR GO ZHIE L 7253, KHINES 7V —
TWEANZE L TWEDIZHS D TH B,

MEIZ, ~ADHARANY A N—FfH BRECEF TN LT L e Ffc BL (> TIEL
WL, HARAEA =27V 7 A Thshy X)) 7, EfATEELTFEIE > T EY,
ME—nIEa —u v SRERHHEES 72 > L NIIGEIE, HARAY A N—7 L O FEPHIEE
HEL77259 L, AlEAHEZT202EAL XD TH 5, LR HIHUSEH 0BG R 7 -
7H. G. VY VIZBHS TR, ARSI @S HEUS R EICBE L <, oo & o
FHE X T EZ2 T2 ICMEEES v, EEXLTWET,

FIAERECES D HANBf 1, NINEEE & DBIRICHEEL 7o, M D HARANREGES L L <.
UIE U IR Mh D BREGEE OB IS S e, WIEEDY —7 4 ¥ OFRIH O FRICH] 24 =il
e T2, A —A 7Y 7INORACES IFFLEPRE > TV d, A —Z 7
V77N — LAEBRRRIGEERE S, WER TR Lz, RIS, =7 4 v cobliiod
WEHERLZE LT, THEOREISEO A, O—ANELTAIRLENLDE -7,

WNIADIEIZR A2 HET . BRI I 2O E L 2, 1912412, J&T &a7<vY

# NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.137. Memo from Acting Sub-Collector of Customs, Darwin, advising
the Department of Home Affairs of the death of Tomekichi Kimoto, a diver employed by Muramats,
on 7 September 1931.

# NAA: Al, 1911/1816, p.6. Report from Inspector W.C. Sellinger, Broome Police, to Premier of
WA, Frank Nelson, 4 July 1910 in Department of External Affairs file.

% NAA: Al, 1938/2336, p.136. Nor-West Echo, 24 November 1923.

% NAA: Al, 1911/1816, p.11. Letter from a group of Japanese divers explaining their view of an
incident. Copy of letter sent to Mr Ward [position unknown], 3 July 1910.

Z NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.94. Letter in Department of the Interior files from Jiro Muramats to
H.G. Nelson, 16 May 1932.

% NAA: Al, 1933/938 PART 3, p.117. Letter from the Broome Pearlers Committee to the Minister
for the Interior, 5 April 1933.
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Tl EPSbd b, BREEZ 77 A RHICHARAD I LH#H T 2 sz HlR§ 2 o
LRENMELTOR, A LU A =2 b5 7P AL LCHFAEZES 2 ENTE 08,
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ETHHEFEBARDTER VI LEZEKRL, ZOBRLEORNHOMICE 5T,

1930 4ERAIEEIC, WM IR B DAL Z AR i s EHHEE O H, G, 2Ly v ~DFfticHE
EEL, ~aLF - Ya—Y - 1LY (1881—1947) (LRI O W GEF T Biak B
©, ALERI I & 2 DFEROHER %2 BulMIIE L 7o, BN 3L Y VIZRD X HIZHF 2 72, T
fLick > T, EENAD o DEEER L FAKDTXTOWERN, B8H. FiEZAMCE A5, K
FiZ, A AREOREEA & LREERZ XA 2% K> T02DTL £ 9971 2OFHK
1Z. HERZERNCIER L 7 R0 DER DD 2 BHEASRTH 2,

WD EHEDEAME— D 7Y 7 NERERECEE TH 2 H %2 AR E LT3 LK
L7DiEd o & b7 o7, thoFICES PHIABIBIR X, T CIEIFFEZRELTE WL L
HEZ T, aty 7DA, E. uN—YBBRIE 1925 12, NROFFAERZIS §REZ
EHES LY, 1931 FICIINBAME TS 2 b, THRAMD AL, 2T 1 5 EDfi 28§
) DIFFELL B EEZLY,

SRR B OFF A 2 56473 2 BURREFTIC, RADRTT I wih o7 k972, 1932 4 3
Hiz, b C > 220 o inEi 2 €12 1 4 AMgoifFnfE2B2 9 & LI, XKEMHO
F. J. 7472369 ~AOBANCKR LT, IR & IS 72 3CGEC, Ml ofREIC B
LCEHLE L TR LT THREZIR D o#EE%E | 3T X I ICERELTw3Y, MizEZ5
(¥ =74 v TCOEY %R FBND72DIC, TAEEBHETHEL Cwi”, A5 v L —HEHEE
NFCMEE DS, WIMCH 252 2REL LS LT APREAZE 2RI L2 0™ H. G.
FOLY vHMUELE LTINS RELICBIE L 7212 b o0 & 9, R IC IZERBUINEF vl o8 in s 47
Bixlpot, ZVY VYRZDBBELERMICH T > TRIDOEEZ AR EICH LI T30 %2 W»
EbhrolDiE, NIhOHITETOBNIFFHDOKITH A 9,

WD, DRERIF#E L & 5 — 7 4 VRO RE L DS % Fhl L. ZDBRICE D S CEIC
X BFHASCE | TODPE ISR L TANEEZ B A TIX vy, LoERZ2R2", KE
(&, EEEDIRDUDFHE L 72 BRI IDBEIFF A E 2 5.2 5 L BB 2 LR L 7208, Z4Ud 10 &5
TLkdok (DFD, 1912FEHREEZ CHIMRE L C0iith 2),

R 1929 FEIC, IZEA LD ZE Y —7 4 VB LD, ZRUITEA—ZA U 7ML D D
BB L S ep o7 2 b —HTHA I, L L EROFMIcbH 2 X H i, 1912 FHERH

# NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.109. Letter from Jiro Muramats to H.G. Nelson, 19 April 1932.

% Ibid., p.179. Letter from A.E. Roberts to Home Territories Department, 8 November 1925.

' Ibid., p.100. Memo [signature illegible], Department of Home Affairs, 25 November 1931.

% Ibid., p.112. Memo, “Unofficial”, Customs and Excise Office, Melbourne, 1 April 1932.

¥ Ibid., p.45. Memo [signature illegible], Department of the Interior, 24 August 1933.

* Ibid., p.80. Letter to the Administrator, Darwin, 11 July 1932.

% Ibid., p.42. Letter from Department of Home Affairs to Muramats’s solicitors, 4 September 1933.
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fRF T RBIR 72 > 7o, 1% S DIMBUR & AE TR I B H L ER HIRICE 2 5 % »
YR OB & DHEIEART 5 72, B2 5 139 EE DA & AFERES, EoREE obEz2 L&
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TRV ERES M, NEDWTHGZM I 2 5 D38 L W) E®E LY, F£F8N97
13, i B CHEBREERIE HN L LB KIEE D22 T IE@bn TR D | SRICEH 13k LTo
BRIz IE, HOTO I EH Z2 I 2 56803 H - 72,

EHIE, FRAGES & BN ORI R 2 L 2 S HEE R & 7o 72, MNAM & SREEE D
Btz U 7253, AL 5718 1A RIEE R NI d > 7o 72 O | FREGEE DYEBE O ERHUESREDL
7Y 7 NFiBE 2T 2 7-0icid, HABBIR 28 L T TH 258 2 08B H - 72,
HIRBUG S MBI S . FRECEE D AANRCHOCD @ SLF 28 D2 BiD > 72, 1920 4EIC
N - FEAISAE D7 b L — - NV FPREIZ 70— 2 DOBIBRIC, MOBH ORI/ D 24
DI RIS 9l E 2 5 2 L 3T & 208, Moo @& MR TE 2 WiGADAHET 546
DD LAHEL T 5™, 1926 FITiE, TONEVEFICE D, 100 K ¥ FRUT OB,
BURF~OHEE 2 L CHIGBIBIR SR ¢& 5 L LY,

DX BRENG, HABBIRIC & > THHEBRHRRIGER IC & > THRIET, EGEH & B
B (ZDRIGNE - Feltidsa, NS, NER) Lo, ARMEEZAToO—-EoA 52
> ZD X o, FRACEF T LM % F G5 219 72012 LIF L IRBHOBnE %

* Ibid., p.117. Letter from the Minister, Archdale Parkhill to H.G. Nelson, MP, 4 March 1932.

7 NAA: A7359, 9, p.92. From Acting Customs Officer, Roebourne (Cossack) to Sub-Collector of
Customs, Darwin, 6 February 1930. This letter records when Muramats transferred boats and men
from Cossack to Darwin.

% NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.175. Sub-Collector A.E. Roberts at Cossack recommends transfer
and allottment of permits to several of Muramats’s boats. Letter to Department of Home and
Territories, 30 January 1926.

¥ NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.68. Report from Sub-Collector of Customs, Cossack, to Department
of External Affairs, 9 February 1915.

 NAA: A433, 1941/2/1263, p.267. Telegram from Home and Territories Department Head Atlee
Hunt to Sub-Collector of Customs, Broome, 9 January 1920.

" Ibid., p.265. Memo from from Home and Territories Assistant Secretary Quinlan to Sub-
Collectors at Cossack, Port Hedland and Onslow, 6 July 1926.
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HEA. FERLERIN, FHERA 2 ECh 5, 2 OFEFFHR X IIICES ICFAHTH 5725 9 B3,
MIADHEZEIZOWTOERDFEF L K> T 5, iz 2 & MRMIKITHDO LW EY 2 A+
YO, AN I 2T 4 REEHIEL S o T, RoEETEN, Fl 2 H= Mo 2
— VLG E <o BBRERIROMTICHHT 2 L HEET 2 7% EDFMMENH - 72", FiZfib
DRREGEH £ FRICHE2 D D . AMMZIERL THRS L w2 Tolk, 1937 i, %
G EZREFIURRICHTRR 7 —F — %A L, Z D702 5 Ny OFFI G @& T nlH %
HEEL Y, A=A b7 U PHER EHEM L 72 2 & THIR L o 7 — ADZFIE)E % AR 1%
BLEZED, BT OH AHAEEE 722 2 FRb LT3, (ACHEMIZED - 7-fhd
I 2% Lo c™,)

BEHHRIGEEDS EUE EBICEE2EE I Ch, ZOREEREHRETS—LTH D, s

 NAA: A433, 1941/2/1263, p.200. Letter from Streeter & Male, Broome pearlers, to Sub-Collector
of Customs, Broome, 25 October 1929.

“ NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.21. Memorandum from R. Oakley to Department of External Affairs,
22 November 1915.

“ NAA:A433, 1941/2/2244, p.26. Letter from Jiro Muramats to Department of the Interior, 11
March 1935. F 2 2{UIKEDROGEGFTTL 72720, [HRXOFEER » 7 DARE A Z I 5E L Tz,

* Ibid., p.21. Letter from Jiro Muramats to Sub-Collector of Customs, Darwin, 22 September 1937.
“ NAA: F1, 1939/503, p.9. FHAD 5" 4 N— & 6 UIRFICH SRIC 7 o 7 4R DK RIC B L T &
T, BRRHRINEMREE X, NP EFFIHE > TR D 54 =% RENEE L 72 £ BT %, Report
from K. Nylander, Chief Pearling Inspector to the Administrator, Darwin, 1 February 1940.
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LWk E R8T 2 70 DRI OHEEETO» % L ) ic, BERETHIE LI LIREE2#-7%0
WL 72", HonoB A 6 HiEEZ 217 S, EMELREHRGIEOMICYI S, K Sz
HORBIZ OO &, NIRRT HEE L KIS L AL L T8l N5 5L %o
720

4. 41 8 & B

192245 HS5 H, £/ 3%y ZITEATOZMNIGERNL, Pi4—R 7 7HEESESE A4
ADEGE T — N UHIXCHFE L, ZOHEEIZ 1922465 H 25 HICZBE I, #%13 1899
b L, KX ayy 712 1890 R HEA THLRICH 200 63, 48 1922 4% CTH
HEFOLDODPIZOVTDIR-E D E LLRRIER Y, Yy 7D ] &T LT <Y HEEIZEE
L7t RIRR T E LTI =AU 7> TELL, BRI aY v 7o fMErD
HEHRIRZ B L T, 826 BB AABOEEHGELINTIC, B3 L T oE%
TRV X L7220 72D0d L\, 50k, 22 ANEOBUENREIZN LT
HETHLEEZE L 7200d Ltk v, (ROBERA#ELOLI L ], R, LXRAY )L
BOBELEINE T, "BUENTIC AT 2 T B 2 5 7 ANR I, BekHEER . 2 a8 s
EHD, BZHMMIZESTI1922 FFTEEE T E2DIXHD 272D b Litian®,

1907 4EPaA — 2 b 5 U PHGEZERIC K 5 &0 FimEL, HEH 2 IR ic k> T ED
FERELSISDT, b5 -EDMEDHITZITHET 200 25, b2 —EDMfifEDSE )=
FET2HDIE, VA —R 7V 7HEESBERICHEAHL L S 2 L3 cE L3N0, Lo L,
1907 4EPiA — A b ) PHGEREIRZ, TA—RA S0P, 7700, 7V7, HBH0IF=a—
— 5V FEBRLKEREDO R~ DFAER) OBEIZRA L T, FIRDSA. 10— N HiXE5E
NESEDE— v, AIIZAAE TN TH 20 HADFIER TIdw B0, Mo
BNLEIGRRE LTI-DE 57,

PEA—Z b7 ) PHEEBHEADEFRRIN L 7%, FAE 192249 A 29 HIcAH L7 =Y
HiX 0 — N XA DM EER R Gt s L 7o, BERCX 5 BRI ENTE B2 L
1272 2%, EIBHIMEI T, HHGER BT 2 FnkanEs L 2, SkiciEow T, FEROBEIC X
2 ARERBUNHRIEEDSHIE S 1, PRERISE S B2 GIE T 2R %2 52 7D 5 7z,  OIEHDS
1 90 28 SEMET, WEEA—A 7Y 7 ABL R ORUE R 2 #FREZE O
TELD, BAIN T4 —RA 7V TRERETY 7, 7798, KFHEORMER, 2
LTI LG RE 72 o 72,

I —u v SZBEROSEMIL, 2 DEDOIE N, S ANEOFEANL & NFEIHS
WA LT B SR ES IR BORIC B R 5.2 2 DR BT D2 5 1, 1907 464 —
A7) THESEDE E 1918 4 — 1922 FEHIGERL L, =2 —Y—FV FER A —A S

7 NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.230. Memo from Muramats to Sub-Collector of Customs,
Roebourne, 28 August 1919.

*® NAA: A10078, 1923/10, p.3. Muramats vs Way Reasons for Decision.

* Ibid., p.31. Affidavit from Muramats solicitor.

* Ibid., p.33. Electoral claim form, 29 September 1922, part of the file on the progress of
Muramats’s application and court case. [f&al 1 v — NV HIX TORNROZEZE NEFRICBIL Tld, v
F—A b+ 7 TIMACEHNIE S XED S LR 2 NHATND, X658 BEPRETH S ,)
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V7 DFERS 203727 H 5 IR EOER) Z2BEMED» SR L Tode, T,
A=AV T7EERD 20IE7 Y7 ERPE#EEOMERIZ, 72 & ANNARED X 9 Ickiftz
LcREERTH A9 & BEALBICHATTZEAE 2 2 ENTER VL E W) B o 7%, dHE
ZECBIL UL, B TERIE AL Bilc K> TEMZ G52 o a2V T) LOHELEFEDL
ENTWV3,

FBIEHE AL HIZRDEEDTH B,

BIERER T 2R 2B 7L, Z ORI T 2R D . EodFRikic X
> THHITHEEIERANDREZ T o N TdR 6 kv,
F4 1HOEHIEH O F O TIEH 2205, MNIAD K I I THRETE 2 A, 3L L TH
TERLTELRS BV ETETE 2, MIEINETEA — R F 5 ) 7MES (LEO X 51 TEM
WA L RhoTWVD) OEBANERDETELDOE» S, BINEEOFEEALBICERTE L LE
ZAbN5THA A9,

WD HIGEIC B — N VR RN C e, HIDGEREHE (RAARH) 1, AikEoRR%
COMBEICR LTk 7o, EFEPEIIGET, TRIREKIE (1) FEE 41 fiic L > TGEZBA
YIEIERT 2D D 5 LTV, HHE D RIEBICHR L 20135 41 SioiRic
BT 2BED O o7, BEREOR A= « Xv 7 Vi, 541 filcHo s
DTELELTH, EIEEREPHBINICED SN HDTIE BV E WY ENERZ FRL
7oo AfiilEdH < £TH, 1902 FEOHISBHEEDATNEEEZ R > Tl b (FA— A
F 7 ) 7MTIE 1894 505 A — A b7V 7HTIX 1899 40 5) 2NEHEETCHRIETE
259292700 bDTHSEFRELL, 5 IUL, 5 41 ik, 1902 FS BT
MBI 2 EREZRET 20 TH S, ZOMRICE % L, NIMAERIZ, ok e 7 k
U 7 HEEANLTEICESR L o 7D T, AL filc ko Th | HHAGERAAFICERNTER
Wweks,

O — NNVEBEHE OB REECGHEI, A —A N5 U PHNOMEEEHSE 572 3
Voo Xy ZIEMNE, 1922412 H 7 HICEBRERICEEI N, Lr L, ZO3GEIXT
FARHIZR L) T, Yay - xy 7OHEDOHRESIC k> THIEL 72, 21Ul X 5 ERIRD
FERIEL DL X 2 ) Z—)L LTI % L 72BRIC, a3 dbkes 41 filc oo ORI I3 8
THWENDH 5 L DEREHEDIRL D577,

k9 < 19234E5 H3 HIZ, WiA—R + 7V 7MOBHGEREMSEOH, R, 7= A 23, #
HEEALBIERTE RV ENIIUEZ Y, ZOWEIL, BEXETho7cr = - Fr
7 VIIOARICEI T 2 BRI W TW A L) TH 5, £ 2ITd TAREIDVR LT 1R & 1,
HIRSBMEE OB DA LM 2R T, L) OO RMRTH L, Lhot, 5T
L, TTICHAL A L), Al fcH O RERE (o), MERALBICERLZ L

' NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.19. Letter from the Commonwealth Returning
Officer in Roebourne District [name not included] to the Attorney General’s Office, 10 January
1923 [#53CEH H .

* NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.18. This handwritten note, 13 April 1923,
attached to John Kinep’s second letter to the Department of Home Affairs indicates that the first
letter had gone astray.

% NAA: A10078, 1923/10, p.35. Notification to claimant of rejection of electoral claim, 14 May 19
[FEERGIA.
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I & 2 AN ISRk T 2 MER]) 1k, 1902 3RS BHEIR AL 5 F TO AL L 7-
7o, RMTIZEE 41 i X 2B Lo T, WAICHE, T72 7, 7700, HB 0
BAREHEDORFER) THE-DIEEr SR INT-DE -7,

WNENGENEH & 6 D %do 7o, FRITHEAESRERE IS L THLZTEZ L, 208213 1923
HF£6H 11 HicS—2T, W, A, G, 7L¥%—ARZCHFIC X 2/MNEEEE RN I Nz,
OB E LTL ARY Z—U3if L, @SS EHZEE M T, F7A Y —fAiEL27T
2% LARY Z—)ViE, H5EO THE, & THRERME ) IZEWDYDH % LR NI0OH 55
e L, X, TRERBE ) Lixd3EICTERVC AL DOFHRTHY, A=A+ T
TEEFNOAADA =2+ 7 ) PEERESZ VO LM, FIMRERZ A RERBES T
2w EFR L2, 2009 210, HHBBHEEICE W TH, it —2 F 7Y 7HESRICBWT
b, RIEBRAINEbDTIERVE L,

F7A4Y—RIdbGm L7z, TEAER) L) FEE, "Ta—uy WHREH 2 »id3a—o v 3l
REODFHRELTHLVETEEFNAZFZF L DEVRZEBT 2 2OIXlibzDTh 5 LB
= B 41 fiil, MLHEZRICEET 2R D 285610, EERICRET 22 RIE S 5 72
FTh D, MEBALBICHICERL 22 TRATDTH B ENTINATRRZ, ol K
ADSIEEZE AL BRI L TH LA T, BITIZMEETHEZ L 2 BRIV, 2848513,
BIFAAREETHE056THS, SHICFTIAY—EX Y 7 VIEBREON 41 Hilc DWW TH R
fRzs LT, Mo 41 fih-o < BRI, 1902 FEDMEBSBMELE DKL T 5 FTOAIC
e L7z L7z,

1923 46 H 19 Hiz, 7 ¥ —RIRLE M RZ TN Lz, MRERIE, 7Y 7HEETH
27 OMEBE AL TE RV E V) DD o7, 2 2, MEREALEIEHRINT
WHIZHPPOLTIEA—A L 7Y PHTHHEETERVE L, Lo THITELE 41 filc k-
THREIN TRV E LET A=A R 72U TPHE T4 =2 X T v FIND 2 INDFEZEED AD3,
TIT. T 7Vh, BROKFEREEICSBMEZ 5250 EDFREZEAT, 2 MITHETHND
DJFAEE 1F, 5 41 Bl EED W CHEERE AL IGRR T 2R e 5 72, 1922 FEFD TV 7
TI7VAKFE(Z2a—Y—7 v P2 INEE CHLESE \NAESREBOMEZ L2 & |
Pit—Z 53U T7MEZA—v RS P ATH 5%,

Ho 22, HETE 208013, MIIC E > CIEFICEEL > 7%, ko T, oM iEL T
HDHLAAY Z—VHNSTEHFT OBIET, TIRFEICRYIZE LB 2 2 RHERIDUAME, %133
RELTOTRTOMEN EFMER, MDA TIZ R TRTOEFTTRi>TE D, %32 nEk%
o ED LX) EIRRTZDE 5725,

* Ibid., p.17. Attorney-General’s Department Minute Paper, Subject: 1983 No. 87, 20 April 1923.
% Ibid., p.11. Summons to the Commonwealth Electoral Officer to appear in court to answer
Muramats’s complaint, 17 May 1923.

% NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.29. Quote from the transcript of the case against
Jiro Muramats in the WA Court of Petty Sessions, 11 June 1923.

 NAA: A10078, 1923/10, p.59. Judgement by Magistrate W.A.G. Walters, 19 June 1923.

*® NAA:E1945/1 PART 1, p.65. An estimate based on figures supplied by the Commonwealth
Electoral Officers in each state in reply to a request by the Chief Electoral Officer on 20 February
1922. Memo, 3 April 1922.

* NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.35. Transcript of the appeal in Court of Petty
Sessions, Perth, 11 June 1923.
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(PEA—A b 79U 7M) &, 541 SicBE U TRl @B HINEE ICR B iA Y/ XS
?\HWO$ﬁi@@Wﬁﬁ#Oﬁo

N—ATHIEIN/EIET, 4 LOmAEFAFELINRO EhE2 @R L 72, Koz A FY T
v )y 2 RERHE, 757 - XNy - 87 4 —HE, “4F/-X&—7ﬂ$\%tf
ANV = K= - XV RHEL 57, 1903 FEORIERKEDE, mm BT tHEnH 585
é\74—VX7/FM\%X—XF7U7M\ﬁﬁ—XF7UTM\&X?LTM@%@?@
CEEERBIC 2 EiChko T, MR, EEE BRI S B HEMNTIE R <, 28— 2 TH
EIN 2 EEBHTEE IR BIAA T W E R HE L 7%,

Lo L, RADFENDREDITE L oD, M HriEE 7 b 23 H 300, %k
KB L Tk, BREZFNOHARANZ, BARZT TR 7Y 7 RN FE#FERSE L L TRD
Nl Tidaoiwn, EOHMiZRLEI EE >, EXV HFEOMIIC L 3 & TR
B A1 W TNEES DR EME 2 RO - O DRBEZAE 2 3G L Thn, W 212, 5 41
i X o CHINEHENERZH LTS 2 LIEFTER ) EBR, A=A 72V T7RT VTR
EDFUERIZE 41 il  BEEN D 2 56D TE 5720, MIMIREET 2 ER03 7%
2o 7% BRI %LT&% CEDSELR L 72 RO L 80 | b L 2 KEERIZEE N L2560
P F R ARROMER] & R D 2 LHIF T 2000 Lz, TEEFNLD S OEFEERTH
52T, 77, 77Vh, KEE#HERE R oFAERIZ 1918 4£—1919 4EHiGEZREICH] -
THRERZ T 3ERIIR ) D577,

EIR6, MR EDL ) BEMED ST 5 LHELS7DTH S,

THADEFER, % M9 bEFIcHRICERE L 2T —a vy SARLT XU A A LEN, BIfE
DHAN) LT 2 LRIZ, MEMERNLZEZ T, HAAZA—A 7)Y 7922 —Y—
Y FOREREFALTHLETEHDTH S, TORIF, NIMCFRICHERTH -7 TH A9,
AARANZ, 2—0 v S NORR SR FIC@E» 2 L3 hhol 2D L LT, HXLIZ
-0y L EFAFICHHEIN TR EEZ TV ELSGTHE, (bBBA, ZDLIREZ
HIZHANABE DRI TERNE Z 2RO L2 EKL 7).,

ﬁéﬁﬁ% FHADSZ DFER%Z £ 9 Z 1RO 7D dbh 6 72\, FEk L 72 & o/ & 2 3

Ik BENREETITH > 703, BeEMEZ RO THDE L L 7R & BHHE 2 % & emBcHn
ﬂﬁukmuiébtﬁﬁévkﬁ@?%%oﬁ#%%ﬁ%%ﬁ DA >7H, G, %)L
VAT L 7ATEL DO FE» S, A=A+ 7 ) 7AE O KR FEERREIGEE D— A & LT, MW

% NAA: A10078, 1923/10, p.46. Passage from Le Mesurier’s affadavit to the High Court, 13
September 1923.

° Ibid., p.5. EFX ¥ RHFIE, MNIHEMEREZE (A —A P70 7H) BHICOWT, kbEWVH
W R L 72,

% NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1, p.141. Solicitor-General’s opinion in reply to a query by the
Commonwealth Electoral Officer regarding aboriginal natives naturalised under the Nationality Act
1920. Attorney-General’s Department Minute Paper, 3 June 1921.
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AT DI 2 M7 L 723735 L . REOFHBINEIT & D% H BLY) TR 2R %2 3Z 1 7-
FHD ECEDLOCIEL L L35, OEETHR E L TOMA TR TEBIT LV, &
DEEMBY SN ET, HEINLLIBEF BN LETHS I,

COfE, TR EAEHES NG 5T, Y2 AT =AY T UM THREE LD
HARANDSHEIES AL ISR TE 2008 ) O BEIRFEOER ) & fEIcREL., MR Tay
v 7 DEE HARARAL LilidIn T3,

FEACER RS L, 1921 L 1922 IS 5D T7 27 AN dSEHEZE N4 A DEdkH
EERBLAZZ LD S, 2D0% CIF 1R20FFEFEIC L > TUMEL 722 ) PIREE R - 72,
1903 4E—1917 fEhtfbiks GES i) ks &, 77, 77Vh, BLXOKEEH#HE (=2—
=7V FEERL) OFERIE, HEET 2EKB o, 1920 EEFEEICIZZ D X 9 Rl
o 703, AEHER S IR EBE OB TH o7, P L L, IEREORME LT, 1918 4
—1919 FEAGERE O 39 i (5) 12X BHlRIC X - T, 2 Ol b RoSEHAGEZE R
THMERNE 2o 72, 138 A EDRETTRIE, NERER & AR, HHGER TRETE Lo 7,
FAMRER & DENIZ, 74—V X7 ¥ FMH S 04— b7 V) 7 BSHIEE L Tudud,
MEFETIIEETE DT,

B EECHAT O NI SHEFEZSE A (A — 2 b5V 7M) FindhboBEEDO D &1k, &
Al fixBERT2ENLEEEZEoREZAICH D, H 4l HIOMRIZ A WA TH D, A
CEZIR, NMEESOBEBICHENTELALS N TOWHEHER CRENTE S 2 & 2 RE
T 207, FRORERCIE, 2 dUEHSH RO I B IS CE L ADAICHEH I 1L 5, &
BN D EEBFENI N DIF, 4] fHioROEROFERTIE 2L, 7P 7OFRERE L
THA—A 7V 7MTRIEET 2EED B o706 Th %,

IR I L EEE I, MR OFRIRICEH Lz, 1923 44 A 27 HF OO HEEIc>
WTDTER (F7BEERBEZE 57270, HHIAHE) 12, 74— R 7 v FHEFEGERE I
FICHSE I 7203, oM S RGEE ORI oI, T7Y 7oOEMER E LTARAER SN
200 OHMOSEERE LT Th-7", 1924459 H 12 Hic, #EEEHEATE 2, HHE
ARSI S U WA ECHERS 2 S M OB E BT IR D . 5 ICKHX RS
Hiczhwze '2EL LT BT K9 ICLiERL,

WA BT CIRER L 72 2 80 1925 Fic, L7272 7 ABAREICIE» b 6T
HFEE TR CTE 5 L L ABEIRE (1925 A GEEE) ANEl L 7o, Z OERED LR cilik
INPE, Ya—v - ET7—RALBGEE X, TRKDLDEET 22 EidRw, EHXHSL, TA—AFF
)P T O 7 N DB L w2 w7 ) &, BLIE2 L) hFxE2 LEY,
COWEEDO BT, NI EZED NYIZ 1929 FD & —7 4 Y BiRfIC, HIGEEALHEIC XD
PR L7, AR THh 27 DI EEMZR 7250 & v ) ML, 1961 fEEERE £
THEINR»o T,

% NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.6. West Australian, 22 September 1923.

* Nationality Act 1920, Part III, 7.(3). https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C1920A00048
(20194 12 H5 H7 7 & A)

% NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1, p.85. Home and Territories Department, memo from Chief
Electoral Officer to Commonwealth Electoral Officer Queensland, 27 April 1923.

% NAA: AA1970/67, 16 GEO. V., Vol. 111, p.2603. Parliamentary Debates (Senate), 23 September
1925.
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FEEHIZ 77OV DY) ) EmoTwE, v ) IBNA—A 7Y P ERENZ L%, 1941 DK
MOHBIILHE L2 Lo Th b I, 12 8 H, EERENE L HADHE XK SH DR
R A=A TV T7OHAANEHARADINLZ G| TXRTDOADMIEATIE S 2D > 7z, B
BEREAYIE THIRE 4L, BREICT7 TL—RUN=IZES, 2206 E7 VY THMEY Y I8
4 INEPTISE S Lz,

BAEICOEZA =2 7)) 7 COREHENICS 2200b 5 IBERIZHEA & L Tikbirz, &6
TR ORI, 12132 v —< v & (¥ v 7 hE) oSO E LT LTw 3
EEEbNY, WHEDY] & T L7 <Y OFAMEENL T, ZOfME»%2KEMcSEEL 72, 2
DILD—EDAAE—51F, 1942 4E 2 H 19 HIZ¥—7 4 VKIS CHAREICBE XN T,
F—A 29 7HFHE U THBITICHE® & s —5 & ko727,
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7 NAA: MP1103/2, DJ18118, p.6. Property Statement—prisoner of war, 22 December 1941.

¥ (&) A bOFET, Y TIZEY R ARV ERBL QWi Z EAVEIL 72,

% NAA: A367, C71573. #FHEEHS I, s L Coffig s LT, Mo v—< v BEHREN %
W 5 X 9158 E L7, Letter from Officer-in-Charge, Commonwealth Security Service in Western
Australia, to Director, Security Service, Canberra, 6 December 1941.

" NAA: MP138/1, 603/217/832, p.1. Letter detailing the fate of Muramats’s Darwin luggers. C.J.
Pope, Commodore-in-Charge, Darwin to the Secretary of the Naval Board, 14 April 1942.

" NAA: MP1103/2, DJ18118, p.5. N ZfEOHT, HERH, HERHEIWZ & 1935412 H 1 H
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'” Pam Oliver, Japanese Marchant Family Business in Western Australia: Growing the Japanese
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Enduring Friendship: Western Australia and Japan, Past, Present and Future, The University of
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" Roslyn Hayman, Episodes: a glimpse of Australia-Japan relations 1859-1979 (Canberra: Embassy
of Japan in Australia, 1979), p.25.

¢ Ibid.

* State Records Office of Western Australia (SROWA): Series 946, cons 477, item 1920-0039-0186.
* Pam Oliver, Raids on Australia: 1942 and Japan's plans for Australia (North Melbourne:
Australian Scholarly Publishing, 2010), p.91.

* Commonwealth of Australia Parliamentary Debates (1905, CAPD), p.4459.
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7 John Baily, The White Divers of Broome. The true story of a fatal experiment (Pan Macmillan
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(Atlee Hunt)ic#it®, 2V —2AF 2RO 756 WMEBICTFT S 0w 2 AENERFFT (&
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' Sunday Times (Perth), 10 January 1915.
" NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.92.

2 hid., p.91.

 Tbid., p.89.

" Ibid., p.75.

5 Tbid., p.86.

" Thid., p.73.

" Ibid., p.70.
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AHIE AT, INF D A—F —DFRED - DI\ 72 2 L2370 L) FHi 2 FR T
% X9 B A7,
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a4y y ZEBHRICETT 2 19154 1 A 6#llo TR TWE L\,
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* NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, pp.89-90.

* Ibid., p.88.

DYy (A4 v PR TEE Kupang) 13, 4 ¥ FRS 7O T 4 T— VEITHET 28BN T, MIpd A
FVIDEI T IcH o7,

' NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.43.
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19144 11 H, ¥ 2a—RALBEIZaY v 7T TCash &Coy &\ i)k & LR, > a3 —
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19154E 1 H, ¥ a =224 7 VDX FIchH 724 Y FRSTDT 4 E— VB 781
JRET 2 AL DEEHEL R L ) £ 7V =LA 25, JBERER SR> TL B, 2D 7V — L
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THYa—=x, 74 7D Ivy 5 (74 7 —t&FD 6 LoNENEMFFT L %) & Lily 5 (A
R - AMEINERZFa[ 22 L) 2ZHED Y 4~ (BenKain) & KT.o 7Y v >~ (R.K. Allison)

2 Tbid., pp.67-68.

#1913 4 3 H. Northern Times KO T, > a —I1ZHAHD Z & % Cash & Co.DZEA
(manager) THH. 7o, 16 FEMICIED =T =L LTORBFEEBFLTCWDEY, ady 71> Th
S FEF—ERL T BT3B (Northern Times, 15 March 1913),

# NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.50.

®19124E9 H, ¥ a—I% Cash & Co.ofREEE L T, WHEIKFEMEF (gallon license) DHFEEIT- T\

%, ZOFHEZIIBWT, FANCT 2 B2 ORIEALY Cash & Co. lIMMBERDIIE TldZz\ah &

WIHEMEL 3 —Ic LS, ¥ a —OREADSBIIZAAATIZS 228, b L - EEERTH ) . wEE

ADBFFOTRTORMEEZG LT3 LKL T3, Western Worker (Perth, WA), 27 September

1912.

% NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.66.
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RIZT4 7— (Geoffrey Taylor) IZ2WTHTWL, KAKETIEA—A 7Y 7HEEIZD
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XAV IZEAREI E L TBRTW Y, ok Sz, 191642 HIHTA 7—3N KV v
225 7 Z5DRMZ LI Empress 59 12 22H Y — 2 %2 HEE, 2 10 HIZEFA25F ) T
%,

RIZTF 4 —RAF7A4 )N (Teesdale., F7-1%. Teasdale) 7223, 1911412 H30 H., 7 Vv— 248
BIRDIY a —RADS T 4 — AT A NN 7 ZLONENERTF A %2 BB 2 FE5IcoWT, A5
BAER, FAILT0EY, 19124 1 A, ¥ a—RANT 1+ — X7 4 )WIZ Gracie 5 % 74!
THHAHGELZHL T052Y, B 12 ARMTT 4 — X7 A4 VIGIRERICFR Z 7851, 2
19134 1 H I3 HICFFAIA T D Tw 5, [HE 1 H, KEPTASFOE 7 A (Pearse) (C Bk

% Ihid., pp.37-39.

“ Ibid., p.17.

“ Ihid., p.64.

' Ibid.

% ‘Private Charles Geoffrey Taylor’, “Collection”, The Australian War Memorial
(https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P10787385).

¥ NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.21.

“ TIbid., pp.67-68.

 Ibid., pp.61-62.

78



Gracie 5%V —A L T30, ZIUIREDT 4 — X7 A Wd 6 FZEAR, 1ZAOEHE
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WIREE D FEIERZ R Bo TR VLHADR WA ELHETH S, ~ T, aty %
H & T2 2 2 =7 4 — 12§ 2RO EBRIZ. 2 < OHUSARIC X - T il S
Tl EHHFETH D, HIZIE, 1916 24K, F-RMAKBIEHT 24— 7 75
7-b %2 %Y 5 T 1354 (The Sandbag Fund) SEES a4y 7 T BEII N7-03, BEZ
344 Rz, HAAN LN 2FMFHIE 156 A) DEFANLT0E, £ DFEDH 10 &

* Ibid., p.50.
7 Ibid., p.68.
* Ibid., p.65.

79



VY U TOEMZ ST L, IBEEOAED 1 R F (2029 v 7)) Z2FHMHLT03Y, £
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* SROWA: Series 675, cons 752, item 1918-2336, 0210.
“ Ibid., 0148.

“ Ibid., 0131.

* Ibid., 0067.

* Ibid., 0061.

“ Ibid., 0008.

“ Ibid., 0273.
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* Tbid., 0060.

* Tbid., 0006.
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* John Lamb, Silent Pearls: old Japanese graves in Darwin and the history of pearling (DEAKIN :
John Lamb, 2015), pp.75-77.

S Ibid., p.82

“ Ibid., p.78.

% Ibid., pp.137-138.
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Introduction

Mayumi Kamada

1. Starting the ‘Jiro MURAMATS project’

The idea of undertaking research on Jiro Muramats took form when Keiko Tamura, Yuji
Murakami and myself visited the town of Cossack in 2017. At the time, our research
group, as well as Yuriko Nagata and Hiroyuki Matsumoto, were preparing for the
publication of a reprint of a sketchbook and memoirs of Kenji Fujita, a Japanese pearl
diver employed by Jiro Muramats.! The sketchbook contains illustrations depicting the
overall layout of the town of Cossack in the 1930s as well as of the ‘Muramats Store’ and
‘Muramats residence’, accompanied by the following description: ‘It is said that the town
was very prosperous in the old days, but when we went there, there was one liquor shop,
Muramats’s store, about 15 houses lived in by whites and four or five houses occupied by
Japanese’. We had heard that Cossack had been completely abandoned in the 1950s,
but we decided to visit the town anyway in order to compare its current features with
those in the sketches.

Despite the image we had of Cossack as a ghost town, it had in fact been restored as a
historical town of Western Australia with many historical interpretive boards in place,
and was a popular tourist destination for middle aged and senior travelers with camping
cars. We noted that the descriptions of Cossack on the interpretive boards were focused
mainly on its early history, including the relations between the settlers and indigenous
people, and covered the history of the town up until the 1890s when the development of
Cossack reached its peak. There was hardly any mention of its history between the
1920s and the 1930s, or anything about the Japanese who worked there. Furthermore,
a photograph of the gravestone of Sakutaro Muramatsu (died 13 February 1898), the
father of Jiro, in the Japanese cemetery was displayed in the Cossack Museum, but there
was no description about his business. Nor was there any mention of Jiro Muramats

who was the main contributor to the Cossack economy in later years.

A few copies of Fujita’s sketches that we had brought attracted the interest of the people

who were in charge of the historical restoration of Cossack. This indicated to us that

1 The reprint was published in 2018 with commentaries, with Matsumoto as a main editor, and the
hand-written memos on the sketches were translated into English. A2 - $iHES - HNET -
W EfE— V7 ry=71v 7>y FHE - BIZ (2018) THEHEEVIR 7 v F 7'y 7 L PaSEH - a4 v 78
(RIE—PU4E~IAF1—=4E) 5 (Kenji Fujita’s Sketchbook: Memories of Cossack, Western Australia
(1925-1938)) . HAAMHRMABIANIEEIARITE (B) TBEEEZR O NS 226 H 2 s —se b
ORI L B 54 7 2 AL (WFRAREE « BiHES BEEES © 17H02241),
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further research on Cossack history was needed, and we were encouraged to begin an

investigation into Muramats’s business there.

Jiro Muramats arrived in Australia at the age of 15. He was later naturalised as a
British subject, and spent the rest of his life in Australia. dJiro succeeded to and
expanded Sakutaro’s store, and also became involved in the pearling industry. He was
the only Japanese who owned pearling boats in Australia, and he based his pearling
business in Cossack and Darwin. However, details concerning his life and businesses
are not well known. The entry on Jiro Muramats by D.C.S. Sissons? in the Australian
Dictionary of Biography provides an informative portrait of the man, and there are a few
publications including ones by P. Oliver3 and N. Jones,4 which briefly mention

Muramats.

While the fortunes of Cossack were in decline following the completion of a new jetty at
Point Samson in 1904, the store and the pearling industry run by J & T Muramats was
almost the sole commercial activity in Cossack. In 1929, J & T Muramats transferred
its main office to Darwin. Jiro and his wife Hatsu also moved to Darwin, but as Fujita
wrote in his memoir, Muramats continued to manage the store and pearling business in
Cossack. Fujita also moved to Darwin with Muramats’ fleet, but he went back to

Cossack of his own free will. He commented favourably about Jiro in his memoir.5

After the outbreak of the Pacific War, all Japanese nationals and those of Japanese
descent living in Australia were detained in internment camps. dJiro and Hatsu, who
were British subjects, were also interned, and Jiro died in one of the camps on 7 January

1943. Hatsu was released from the camp after the war and went back to Cossack alone.

As mentioned above, Jiro’s life in Australia has not been fully explored in the existing
literature. For example, there is no explanation as to why Sakutaro and Jiro decided
to settle in Cossack, or how Jiro expanded the business, including his pearling operation.
Nor are there any details concerning how Jiro’s wife, Hatsu, and his only daughter, Haru,
spent their lives in Cossack or in Japan. Therefore, we decided to commence a ‘mini-
project’ on Jiro Muramats, and to closely examine the historical records held by both
Australian and Japanese public records offices, in order to create a comprehensive

portrait of Jiro Muramats from various perspectives.

2 D.C.S. Sissons, Muramats, Jiro (1878-1943), Australian Dictionary of Biography
(http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/muramats-jiro-7689).

3 Pam Oliver (2006) Empty North: the Japanese presence and Australian reactions 1860s to 1942,
Darwin: Charles Darwin University.

4 Noreen Jones (2002) Number 2 Home * A story of Japanese Ploneers in Australia, North
Freemantle: Freemantle Arts Centre Press.

5 WA et.al. eds, op.cit.
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2. Collecting Historical Materials

2-1. In Australia

As scholars in Australian Studies, we appreciate the efforts of archives and libraries in
Australia to collect and preserve historical materials and make them publically
accessible. Moreover, advancements in digital technology and the Internet have made
1t much easier for us to search for and access such materials. As other chapters in this
monograph will reveal, many documents related to Jiro Muramats have been preserved
in the archives and libraries in Australia, despite the fact that both the Muramats’s
residence and store in Cossack were in an advanced state of ruin and their house in
Darwin was destroyed by bombing during the Pacific War. We were surprised to find
that even a few order records of Muramats’s store were preserved in the libraries. The
staff of all the institutions in Australia responded sincerely to our enquiries and requests.
Both the archivist and the librarian of Xavier College were also very supportive in
searching for records related to the young Jiro. Their approach to historical materials
must be underpinned by the traditions of the college which has an appreciation for its
academic heritage. Such sincere attitudes towards preserving past records and opening
them up to the general public, which are apparent in Australia, encouraged our project

team, and resulted in unexpected developments in our research.

We began by searching public records relating to Jiro, including those held by the
National Archives of Australia, the State Records Office of Western Australia, the State
Library of Western Australia, and the Karratha City Library. The materials obtained
were shared among the research group, and each of us analysed them in accordance with

our own research interests.

The difficulties in searching public records in Australia are: 1) State jurisdictions are
quite broad. In particular, land and water rights are administered under state laws,
and therefore, documents related to these matters are held by the state archives; 2) All
administrative documents before Federation in 1901 are held by the archives of each
state which succeeded the colony; 3) The national archives has state branches, so
documents related to issues involving particular states are often held only by the local

branches.

Regarding this project, the public institutions mentioned below hold the following

materials:

e The National Archives of Australia holds documents related to matters under the
jurisdiction of the federal government. Examples include immigration records

(including those granting an exemption from taking the dictation test for Jiro, Hatsu,
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Haru, Saburo, and Aya, as well as documents related to the entry of indentured
labourers into Australia and matters regarding their employment), export and
customs procedures, external affairs, fisheries in the high seas, federal elections,
Jiro’s business in Darwin, and his internment during the war. We were unable to
find immigration records for Jiro, Hatsu, Sakutaro, and Tsunetaro regarding their
entry into Australia prior to Federation.

The State Records Office of Western Australia has records related to the colony of
Western Australia prior to and following Federation, as well as administrative
documents of the state, including those regarding citizenship, pearling licences,
exporting of pearl-shells, matters related to inheritance, and voting rights in the
state.

The State Library of Western Australia holds materials apart from administrative
documents, mainly invoices and order records of the J & T Muramats company. It
must be noted that the library is in possession of Jiro’s ‘diary’, a very valuable
document, which is analysed in detail in the following chapters of this monograph.
The Karratha City Library also has in its collection, materials related to Jiro
Muramats, such as order records, letters of enquiry from clients, rate books of

Cossack, as well as photos of Hatsu and a watercolour of the Muramats residence.

In order to investigate Jiro’s pearling business, we needed to examine records held by

various institutions as follows.

Applications for pearling licences in Cossack, which allowed for the purchase and
operation of pearling boats, are held at the State Records Office of Western Australia
because pearling operations in the territorial waters are regulated under state law.
Records related to the employment of foreign crews on pearling boats are held at the
National Archives, because immigration is under the jurisdiction of the federal
government.

Documents regarding the exporting of pearl shells from Cossack are housed at the
State Records Office of Western Australia. Because the state authorities paid a
portion in advance for the shells, this generated an exchange of documents between
Muramats and the state government authorities regarding negotiations concerning
the price of pearl shells, the final amount of sales, the costs for storing shells at the
Customs storage in Cossack and at the port in Fremantle, exporting procedures of
pearl-shells, and arrangements for providing ships to export the shells.

With respect to the pearling operation in Darwin, the National Archives holds
records of Muramats’s pearling licences and employment permits of the crew,

because the Northern Territory was governed by the federal government at the time.

Due to the digitisation of materials and their publication on websites, we can search and

access them without visiting the actual sites, but it does not necessarily ensure that we
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obtained all of the relevant documents that are accessible to the public. Although we
attempted to collect as much of the publically available materials related to Jiro
Muramats as possible, it is likely that some records were not discovered. The archival

materials that we examined are listed at the end of this monograph.

Furthermore, in Australia, some historical materials are digitised and published on
websites. For example, the State Library of Western Australia digitised the Post Office
Directories of Western Australia since 1893 and published them on its website.
Japanese names can be searched by region, such as Broome and Cossack. Using the
National Library of Australia’s search engine, 7Trove, on its website, one is able to search
for digitised articles in both national and local newspapers. We found articles about
awards received by Jiro at St Xavier College, the departures of Jiro or Haru from the

ports in Australia, and even newspaper advertisements for J & T Muramats.

We were very surprised that Xavier College had an archive with a full-time archivist.
As Tamura notes in Chapter 3, the archive not only holds enrollment records and the
College Fee Ledger, but they have also digitised the entire run of the College Newsletter,
and made them fully accessible to the public.

With the volume of publically accessible materials in Australia which we were able to
access in addition to the materials found in Japan, the joint research, which began as a
‘mini-project’ in the winter of 2017, has grown to something more than what we had

expected.

2-2. Newly found materials in Japan

The reason why there has been so little research done on Jiro Muramats is, perhaps, the
fact that there were so few records related to him in Japan, compared to the large volume
of records held in Australia. We were able to examine a small number of records in the
Japan Center for Asian Historical Records, the National Archives of Japan, and in the
Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It is noteworthy that the
National Library of Australia holds administrative documents that are not housed in the

National Archives in Japan.

As mentioned earlier, the only study focused on Jiro Muramats is Sisson’s article entitled
Muramats, Jiro in the Australian Dictionary of Biography. The draft manuscripts of
the article are held in the Australian National University Archives.6 It is thought that

the materials in the National Library of Australia’ were acquired by Sissons when he

6 Australian National University Archives: ANUA 312-6972, Australian Dictionary of Biography
subject files, MURAMATS, Jiro’.
7 NLA: mfm O 2303 formerly at mfm G 16, 159-16,180, National Library of Australia (hereafter
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undertook research at the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Japan. The microfilm sets of this material had not been catalogued. But the librarian
located them in the library’s storage facility. Professor Sissons interviewed Haru, Jiro’s

daughter, in Japan, but he mentioned little about her in his manuscripts.

When we commenced the projects, we had a several questions: 1) Why did Sakutaro
leave for Cossack? 2) Why was Jiro keen to stay in Cossack, despite the fact that the
main pearling bases were on Thursday Island, Broome, and later Darwin? 3) Where
was Haru raised when she was sent back to Japan at the age of 6?2 And lastly, 4) what

kind of person was Jiro?

None of Jiro’s personal letters have been found, and the only record, apart from
documents related to his business in the various archives and libraries, which gives an
insight into Jiro’s personality is his handwritten ‘diary’ [notebook] housed in the State
Library of Western Australia.8 The later pages of the ‘diary’ seem to be memos which
Jiro wrote when he travelled back to Japan in 1920, and these are examined in detail in
Chapter 4. The chronological record of his activities between 1891 and 1920 appearing
in the middle section of the ‘diary’ seems to have been rewritten in 1920. This
conclusion was reached based upon the fact that the colour of ink used and the style of
writing in the chronological record are the same. It must be the same ‘diary’ or notebook
that Sissons referred to in his manuscripts as the one once held by a Father Stephenson
of Xavier College. It is not known how Fr. Stephenson obtained this notebook from Jiro,
nor how it came into the possession of the State Library of Western Australia. When
we commenced our research, we had very few clues concerning Jiro’s background in
Japan, except those gleaned from the memos in the ‘diary’ and from the records of his

brother Saburo and Saburo’s wife, Aya in the National Archives of Australia.

It was very fortunate for us that we could meet the relations of Jiro and his family in
Japan. Initially, we met Ms Yasuko Kinoshita, a grand-daughter of Saburo. After
examining photos, a family tree of the Muramatsu Family, Saburo’s passports, and
letters from Hatsu, which were kept by the Kinoshita Family, we began to get a sense of
what Jiro was like as a person. Many of the photos taken in Kobe, Cossack and Darwin
show not only the views of those places, but also gives us a glimpse of the family life of
Jiro and Saburo. A photo of Jiro and Hatsu in front of their house in Darwin, in

particular, is the most memorable because it represents their life in Australia.

Ms Kinoshita’s recollections enabled us to learn the whereabouts of some descendants of

NLA).
8 State Library of Western Australia: ACC 3700A.
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Haru in Yokohama. We were thus able to interview Ms Toshiko Nakayama, the wife of
Mr Shingo Imatomi, a son of Haru (Haru Imatomi), in October 2019, which gave us the
opportunity to examine a photo of Haru, taken sometime around 1927 when she was
approximately 14 years of age, as well as a copy of the Muramatsu family register.
Since the photo was taken at the Tanabe Photo Studio in Fujieda, we concluded that
Haru was raised by the Muramatsu family in Fujieda. We contacted Fujieda Nishi
High School (formerly Fujieda Women’s High School) and confirmed that Haru was a
graduate of the school. The Imatomi family also has in its possession three account
books dating from 1901 that must have been brought back by Hatsu from Australia as a
memento of Jiro. We have not yet examined them because we are in the final stages of
writing up our research results, so a detailed analysis of the account books is a task left

for the future.

We also learned from the records in the hands of Ms Kinoshita that the Muramatsu
family temple is Futoin in Fujieda. Based on this information, we were able to locate
and meet the relations of Jiro and Sakutaro there. Sakutaro’s home was located on the
old Tokaido road, and we were able to find a few of the store names mentioned in Jiro’s
‘diary’. Sakutaro ran a business based in Kobe before he left for Australia, but we
believe Jiro grew up in Fujieda until his departure for Australia. dJiro’s ‘diary’, which
contains detailed information about to whom he delivered gifts when he went back to

Fujieda in 1920, indicates his attachment to the people in Fujieda.

We were unable to discover when Jiro was baptised in the Catholic church. The
Muramatsu families both in Kobe and in Fujieda belonged to the Soto School of
Buddhism, and the gravestone of Sakutaro in Cossack is not a Christian one. But both
Jiro and Haru were recorded as being Catholic in the documents filed when they were
interned. We enquired at the Fujieda Catholic Church about the possibility of Jiro’s
baptisation, but the church’s records only went as far back as 1911. We then assumed
that Jiro was baptised while he was a student at St. Xavier College, but the archivist of

the college found no record of his baptism at any of the nearby Catholic churches.

2-3. ‘Jiro’in Japanese writing, and ‘Muramats’ in English

The first problem we encountered during our research was how to write ‘Jiro’ in kanji
(Japanese characters). We first thought it would be written as “XEE‘° as he was the
second son of the family, and later that was confirmed by the official family register in
the possession of the Imatomi Family. However, Jiro himself signed his name as REF’
in a draft application for a passport in the ‘diary’. It was also written as YAEF on the
family tree of the Muramatsu Family kept by the Kinoshitas. Also when Saburo made
enquiries about Jiro in February 1943 to the POW Information Bureau of the Army
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Ministry of Japan, he wrote his name with the kanji characters YGEF.® Moreover, on
the back of the photos kept by the Kinoshitas and the Imatomis, Jiro also wrote his name
as 9AEF.  Obviously Jiro himself preferred the characters JAEF to “XEE‘. As a point of
pride in being a first-class businessman, and to be considered a gentleman, perhaps Jiro
did not want to use the kanji “X’, meaning ‘second’, in his name. We decided, therefore,
to use the characters YGEF for his name in kanj7 in this monograph, in accordance with

Jiro’s preference.

Another problem that arose concerned the romanised spelling of Jiro’s family name. He
always signed his name ‘Muramats’ instead of ‘Muramatsu,’ the latter being the usual
romanised spelling of this name. Also, the names engraved on the headstone of Hatsu’s
grave, reads ‘JIRO MURAMATS with ‘HATSU MURAMATS. Therefore, in this
monograph, we use ‘Muramats’ for Jiro and Hatsu’s family name. For Saburo and

others, ‘Muramatsu’ is used as this conforms to the way Saburo signed his name.

3. Structure of this Monograph

We shared all of the acquired materials amongst the members of the research group, and
examined them individually according to our research interests. As a progress report
of the research grant,© this monograph is a collection of individual papers. Therefore,
there were no editorial changes made to the contents of each paper, nor any attempt to

eliminate any overlapping arguments among the chapters.

Chapter 2 was contributed by McArthur, who examined materials held by the National
Archives of Australia. Her paper, therefore, is based solely on those resources.
Kamada and Masumoto explored the existing materials related to Jiro Muramats, in

particular those found in Japan.

We have not yet been able to determine the reasons why Sakutaro left for Australia. We
also examined in detail the documents held in the State Records Office of Western
Australia, the National Archives of Australia, the National Library of Australia and the
Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as materials in the
possession of the Kinoshita and Imatomi families, in order to reveal the activities of Jiro
and his family. It is difficult for researchers who have not had the proper training to

read letters and administrative documents written in the cursive style of the Meiji and

9 Japan Center for Asian Historical Records, National Archives of Japan, B2032691400.

10 Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B) 'Dynamism of the Maritime Frontier: Territorialisation
of Australia’s northern waters and subsistence tactics in the border regions (BfEEZRD Tk, 205
R % i — S o g b L 858 44 > 2 X L) (Principal Investigaor: Mayumi Kamada,
Grant Number: 17H02241),
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Taisho periods. This may be another reason why there has been so little focus on such
materials by Australian scholars. The ‘diary,’ written by Jiro in 1920 is a very valuable
document, and Matsumoto closely examined it in order to unveil the private aspects of

Jiro’s life.

Jiro’s activities in Cossack after his arrival in Australia were analysed by Tamura. She
investigated the records held by Xavier College, the State Library of Western Australia,
the Karratha City Library, as well as the Post Office Directories of Western Australia.
Murakami, who has been studying the White Australia Policy, looked into Jiro’s pearling
business under that policy. Nagata, who is a leading scholar on the subject of the
internment of Japanese and those of Japanese descent during WWII, reveals the
internment process of Jiro and Hatsu, and their lives in the camp until Hatsu’s release.
However, it proved to be difficult to uncover details concerning their lives in the camp,

because Jiro died from stomach cancer!! less than two years after his internment.12

This monograph contains articles written in both Japanese and English, because we
believe that the detailed examination of the materials, which we hope covers the existing
materials as much as possible, presented in both languages would make a greater
contribution to both Japanese and Australian academia. The materials we acquired
and examined are listed at the end of this monograph. There are materials, however,
such as the account books of J & T Muramats, that have not yet been analysed. We will
be continuing our investigations into these matters in the future. Finally, we hope this

study will contribute to the development of further research both in Japan and Australia.

11 The death certificate of Jiro, which must been brought back by Hatsu and currently in the
possession of the Imatomi family, indicates that he died from Broncho-pneumonia due to asthenia
from cancer of the stomach.

12 Qur research group also published a reprint with commentaries ‘Nl L /4% F 2 — 7 INEFTHED
(Diary of Shigeno Sakakibara at the Tatura internment camp)’. The death and the funeral of Jiro
was mentioned in the diary, but no details were given.
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Chapter 1
Two Homes: dJiro Muramats and his family

Mayumi Kamada * Hiroyuki Matsumoto
1. Introduction

We have copies of three letters from Jiro’s wife Hatsu sent to her niece Sumiko in Japan
in 1952. The letters are in the possession of her relatives in Japan.! In the letters,
Hatsu describes the loneliness and difficulties of living in Cossack, and she longed to
return to Japan. Hatsu wrote that there were only four houses in Cossack, and two
gaijin (by ‘foreigner, she meant ‘whites’) and her were the only residents. They had lost
their home as well as ships in Darwin, the house in Cossack had been ransacked, and
now she had to go to Roebourne every 10 days for grocery shopping. She felt as though

she had been exiled to an island. Hatsu was literally the last resident of Cossack.

Pearling was the main economic activity in Australia’s northern waters from the end of
the 19th century to the mid-20th century, and was sustained by Japanese indentured
labourers. Jiro Muramats, a naturalised British subject, was the only Japanese who

operated a pearling fleet.

Jiro went to Cossack when he was 15 years old, and died at the age of 64 in the Tatura
Internment Camp during the Pacific War. Records indicate that he went back to Japan
twice while he lived in Australia. Jiro devoted himself to the success of his business in
Australia, but his feelings for Japan and his commitment to his family there never ceased.
Jiro sent for his younger brother Saburo to come to Cossack. He sent his daughter
Marie-Haru back to Japan for her schooling. And when he went back to Japan
temporarily in 1920, he brought gifts for the neighbours as well as for his relatives in his

hometown.

This chapter traces the lives of Jiro and his family by examining documents and
historical records we acquired, in an attempt to present a profile of Jiro who lived his life

in two homes, Australia and Japan.

2. Arrival of Sakutaro Muramatsu in Australia

Jiro’s father, Sakutaro, left for Australia in 1888,2 and arrived in the Colony of Western

1 These letters are currently in the possession of the Kinoshita family.

2 Noreen Jones (2002) Number 2 Home- A Story of Japanese Ploneers in Australia, Fremantle, WA.:
Fremantle Arts Centre Press, p. 27. The citation was simply to a ‘Database,’ so we have not yet been
able to confirm this reference.
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Australia in 1890.3 He opened a store in Cossack in 1891.4 Sakutaro was from Mashizu,
Fujieda-cho, Shida-gun, Shizuoka.? He died from hepatitis on 13 February 1898 at the
age of 53 in a hospital in Roebourne,® and was buried in Cossack. He had five children,
three boys and two girls, with his wife, Sada; Tsunetaro (born 1869), Jiro (born 1878),
Saburo (born 1884), Uta? (born 1887) and Yasu (born 1888).

The reasons why Sakutaro left for Australia are unknown. The only records we found
that mentioned his name were a ‘petition’ and some documents related to it. The
petition claimed that the indentured laboureres from Japan were in a wretched condition
at Thursday Island.8 The related documents showed that Sakutaro was a mediator in

Kobe for the Japanese workers.

How the ‘petition’ managed to be preserved as a public document is a rather complex
story. On 7 April 1887, an article entitled ‘“Troubles of Japanese Indentured Labourers’
was published in the Choya Shinbun. It reported that the Japanese labourers on
Thursday Island, who came from the southern region of Wakayama Prefecture and were
mediated by a trading house in Kobe, were in great distress. The working conditions in
the pearling industry were very harsh. They were not provided with adequate food
rations, and remittances to their families, as promised in the contract signed with the
trading house, were not sent. Their families were asking the British government to
bring the workers home. In response to this article, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
ordered the governor of Hyogo Prefecture to investigate the matter. According to the
responses of personnel attached to the governor’s office, as well as the text of the petition,
forty-nine workers left Kobe for Australia on March 1884. They were introduced to an
agent, Fearon, Low & Co., located in the No. 108 Building in the foreign settlement in
Kobe, by Chobe Takeda and Sakutaro Muramatsu.

The article was written by a reporter for the Choya Shinbun, Sukezo Mitani, who learned

3 D.C.S. Sissons (manuscript), Australian National University Archives: ANUA 312-6972, Australian
Dictionary of Biography subject files, MURAMATS, Jiro’.

4 D.C.S. Sissons, Muramats Jiro (1878-1943), in Australian Dictionary of Biography
(http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/Muramats-jiro-7689), accessed 1 August 2019.

5 The address was written on the family tree and the passports of Saburo owned by the Kinoshita
family. Before his visit to Australia, Sakutaro lived and ran a business in Kobe.

6 ‘Certified Copy of Register of Death’ (in the Kinoshita family’s possession). It is stated on this
certificate that Sakutaro had been in Western Australia for eight years. The gravestone in Cossack,
is engraved with a death date of 12 February Meiji 31 (1898). Sakutaro was born in October 1846,
and his death certificate records that he died at the age of 51. The age of 53, that is written on his
gravestone is the age according to the traditional Japanese system.

7 According to the official family register, her name was ‘Utaji’, but we use ‘Uta’ according to the
notation of herself and Jiro.

8 TEEIAY a v« 37 —JFHENT ~ DB HSED 2 HARKREN —fF  HINAT/NE=H =
B4 JH ) National Library of Australia (hereafter NLA): mfm O 2303/5: J&/KMAE (1991) Tid
P IRERIBSEM N DR HINR E L R E—7 7 7 F i~ DMEH L LD A% 5, pp.17-18.
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about the labourers’ situation from Tsuruzo Hirayama in Kobe. Hirayama was told the
story by a man who had heard about it from Yoshizo Naoi. Naoi was on his way back to
Japan from Thursday Island, and this man and Naoi happened to be aboard the same
ship, which departed from Hong Kong. Later, the man introduced Naoi to Hirayama to
tell the story. Hirayama was very angry when he heard about this situation, and wrote
the ‘petition’ with the consent of Naoi. Mitani’s article was based on hearsay from
Hirayama, and he admitted, in response to an enquiry by the Hyogo prefectural governor,

that there were some errors in the article.?

The ‘petition,’!® which was never made public, blamed Chobe Takeda and Sakutaro
Muramatsu, but there was no evidence to justify this.!! It was stated in the response
from the Hyogo governor to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that Fearon, Low & Co., who
was trying to protect themselves, reported that the local situation was unclear, and
furthermore, that Takeda and Muramatsu were subsidising the families who had not
received remittances. However, there is no doubt that many indentured Japanese
workers faced difficulties in Thursday Island. The Japanese Honorary Consul to
Victoria, A. Marks, reported to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that 1) they had not been
well informed about nature of the job before leaving Japan, 2) the actual conditions
regarding food provision and remittances differed from the contracts, and 3) they had

been treated inhumanely by some employers.12

Based to these records, we can conclude that Sakutaro had some relations with Australia
in the 1880s. But why Sakutaro decided to go to Australia is not clear. It is also
unclear as to why he chose to settle in Cossack and open a store there. However, it is
not surprising that Sakutaro found a business chance in Cossack at the time because it
was at the peak of its development. There had already been a few Japanese residents
in Cossak prior to Sakutaro settling there in 1891. And around the same time as his
arrival, many Japanese, such as women from Nagasaki (or women who departed from

the port of Nagasaki), gardeners, laundry men and shopkeepers also settled there.13

The Japanese population of Cossack increased in the 1880s. The Cossack Japanese

Association!* was founded in October 1897, and Sakutaro was elected as its first chief

9 Ibid.

10 The ‘petition’ kept in the collection of the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan was a duplicate of the ‘petition’ submitted by Tsuruzo Hirayama. Yoshizo Naoi did not submit
the ‘petition’ written by Hirayama to the governor of Hyogo prefecture, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, or to the press.

1 TSEEAY a v - T —SEHEMN T ~ DO EER HZE DA AR K KREM —1h) op. cit.

12 Jbid.

13 Anne Atkinson (1988), Asian Immigrants to Western Australia, 1829-1901, Nedland, W.A.:
University of Western Australia Press.

14 Tn Japan, Cossack was called Kooseki maybe because of the kanji used to write ‘Cossack ().
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executive and treasurer. The Association also had a branch in Roebourne. There were
eight executives including Kozo Nishioka, Shingoro Tokumaru, Hatsuzo Murata and
Sakutaro Muramatsu. According to its constitution, the objectives of the association
were to provide assistance to local Japanese who were ill or victims of a disaster or
accident, and to give financial assistance to bereaved families for the cost of burials.
When the association initiated the repairment of the Japanese cemetery, more than 120
local Japanese donated, including the branch of Muramats Store, Nishioka Store,
Cossack Laundry, and the Cossack Fish Shop. Among those on the list, 25 were women.
It shows that Cossack had a Japanese community of considerable size.15 The
repairment of the cemetery was done immediately after the death of Sakutaro, which
was an indication of his status in the community. The gravestone of Sakutaro is still

the most prominent and impressive in the Japanese cemetery in Cossack.

3. Arrival of Tsunetaro and Jiro

Jiro Muramats was born on 6 September 1878. It seems he lived in Fujieda, the
hometown of his father Sakutaro, until he left for Australia in 1893. Jiro went back
and forth between Fujieda and Kobe. According to his ‘diary’16 written around 1920,
Jiro left Kobe at the age of 15 with Sakutaro on a French mail boat, the Caledonia, on 7
November 1893. They arrived in Broome on 10 December via Singapore aboard the
steamship Saladin, with Sugiura, and Seikichi Yano. Jiro stayed in Broome for five
months, and eventually moved to Cossack on 6 April 1894. His father, Sakutaro,
travelled often between Cossack and Kobe (for example, he returned to Kobe in July
1893, June 1894, and February 1895), and Sakutaro left for Japan in June 1894, two

months after Jiro’s arrival in Cossack, and came back to Cossack in December 1894.17

There were only a few records related to Jiro’s older brother Tsunetaro. According to

Jiro’s ‘diary’,18 Tsunataro left Kobe on 7 May 1893, six months before Jiro and Sakutaro,

15 RSN =R VI AR R Mk 2 S RINGHE S, = B A VIEERIVBIREBGR— 4 Bhae+—
) NLA: mfm O 2303/ 5.

16 The chronological record was written in the ‘diary’ [notebook]. As examined in Chapter 4, the
detailed memos in the ‘diary’ include: lists of gifts he brought and their recipients, as well as farewell
gifts Jiro received and from whom; a draft of the application for his passport; a mention of the number
of his pearling luggers; a record of places he visited in Australia and the length of those visits before
1920; a drawing of and information about a building in Kobe. A six-page chronological record
between 1891 and 1899 is in the middle of the notebook. But almost nothing is written over a span
of 10 pages of the diary corresponding to the years between 1900 and 1920. One of the entries for
1920 reads: ‘April 20 Left Cossack for Japan, arrived Kobe May 29.” The final entry reads: ‘Nov 11
Left Kobe’, ‘Dec 13 arrived Cossack’. The chronological record was written with the same colour of
ink. Therefore, we could conclude that Jiro re-wrote his recollections record about past events
during his stay in Australia up to 1920, while travelling to Japan. (State Library of Western
Australia (hereafter SLWA) : ACC 3700A)

17 SLWA: ACC 3700A.

18 Jbid.
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and he stayed in Broome until 23 March 1895 when he arrived in Cossack. When
Sakutaro died in February 1898, Tsunetaro was in Japan. According to documents
relating to the inheritance of Sakutaro’s estate, Tsunetaro was a storekeeper in
Broome.1® The list of contributors to the repairment of Cossack’s Japanese cemetery
mentioned above included ‘Muramats Branch’, which indicates that Tsunetaro might
have been running the head office of the Muramats Store in Broome.20 With the
development of fishing grounds in the vicinity of King Sound Bay and Eighty-Mile, it is
not surprising that Sakutaro was expanding his business in Broome, which had become

the main base for the pearling industry.

Tsunetaro was in Japan when his father Sakutaro passed away, and he traveled to
Cossack in November 1898, perhaps in order to deal with the procedures for
inheritance.2! Tsunetaro was a chief executive and treasurer of the Cossack Japanese
Association from the second term (July — December 1898) to the fifth term (January —
June 1900). During this period, Jiro completed the necessary procedures in order to
inherit Sakutaro’s estate. After Jiro was naturalised in the Colony of Victoria, he
traveled back to Japan in August 1899.22 It is likely that Tsunetaro left for Japan after
making sure of Jiro’s succession to their father’s business, and the establishment of J &
T Muramats. dJiro became the sixth chief executive and treasurer of the Cossack
Japanese Association (July 1900 — December).28 Considering the Japanese custom at
the time, Tsunetaro, as the eldest son, had to take on the responsibility of becoming ‘head
of the family’, and to look after their mother as well. And he must have inherited
Sakutaro’s estate in Japan. According to the records of the Muramatsu Family,
Tsunetaro married Hide, a Kobe-born woman, in 1902. They had six boys and one girl.
He died in 1921. Because Sakutaro was the only son of the Muramatsu family in
Fujieda, the second son of Tsunetaro was adopted by Sakutaro’s youngest sister, Kou,

who had taken over the branch of the Muramatsu family in Fujieda.24

4. Jiro’s Dream about Business and Father’s Death

In April 1895, one year after his arrival in Cossack, Jiro enrolled in St Francis Xavier
College at Kew in Melbourne, an elite school for boys in Australia at the time. He was
16 years old. As Tamura discusses in Chapter 3, Jiro was an outstanding student. He

was awarded prizes in mathematics (geometry, algebra, and arithmetic), as well as in

19 State Records Office of Western Australia (hereafter SROWA): S59 cons3458 1898/044.

20 We cannot deny the possibility that the ‘Branch of Muramats Store’ mentioned in the documents of
the Cossack Japanese Associations was a typo, because the original documents were most likely hand
written and later typeset by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

21 SROWA: S59 cons3458 1898/044.

22 SLWA: ACC 3700A.

28 TS = i VB NEE 2 op.cit., NLA: mfm O 2303 / 5.

24 Family records held by the Kinoshita Family and the Imatomi Family.
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writing when he was in the fourth grade in 1896;25 and in 1898 he was again awarded
prizes in mathematics and bookkeeping while a student in the sub-matriculation class.

He also received the Signor Zelman’s Prize for excellence in Music.26

Such outstanding scholastic performance in just his first three years in Australia attests
to his talent and efforts. Fr. Frank O’Keefe S. J. wrote that Jiro hardly knew any
English when he enrolled, but that he made remarkable progress.2” Jiro wrote in his
‘diary’, '19 July 1892 Finished Reader, which indicates that he had studied English in
Fujieda before he left for Australia.2® He was probably initially surprised and confused
to discover that the English he learned from studying his reading textbook was
somewhat different from the everyday English he encountered in Australia. However,
his diligent efforts and sociability enabled him to make exceptional progress in English.
Furthermore, Jiro was a Catholic,2? but we cannot determine when and where Jiro was
baptised. His father, Sakutaro, was not a Christian, as is evident by looking at the form
and style of his gravestone in Cossack, and the Muramatsu family graves in Kobe and
Fujieda were Buddhist.

While a student at St Francis Xavier College, Jiro visited Commo, Sydney, and
Wollongong during the summer holidays, and also made trips to Geelong, Ballarat,
Burrumbeet, Beaufort, Ararat, Stawell, Nhill, and Adelaide in January 1898. He
actively expanded his social circle among upper class Australians and Japanese. In
Sydney he met the Consul General as well as businessmen from Kanematsu Corporation.
He also played tennis and learned to play the piano,3° in order to gain sufficient social
skills.

We surmise that Jiro had dreamed of becoming be a prosperous international
businessman by succeeding to his father’s business, even before he left for Australia.
According to his ‘diary’, Jiro did not spend much time with his father. But the five-
month voyage from Kobe to Australia with his father provided an opportunity to talk
about the business. Less than two months after their arrival at Cossack, Sakutaro left
for Japan and was away for six months. When Jiro went to Melbourne to enroll in
college in May 1895, Sakutaro was again in Japan; and while Jiro was a student at the
college, it seems he did not go back to Cossack during the school holidays. dJiro, in fact,
had not spent much time with his father after their arrival at Cossack in 1894. Rather,

Jiro invested his time preparing for his future as a businessman after graduation. He

25 Advocate, 19 Dec 1897.

26 Australian,11 Dec 1898.

27 ’Australian Dictionary of Jesuit Biography’ written by Fr. O’Keefe, Xavier College Archive.
28 SLWA: ACC 3700A.

29 National Archives of Australia (hereafter NAA): MP1103/2, DJ18118.

30 SLWA: ACC 3700A.
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studied bookkeeping, and actively sought to expand his personal connections while
visiting the capital cities of the colonies, including Sydney, Adelaide, and Perth, as well
as Melbourne. On 4 February 1898, he received a message about his father’s illness
and left Melbourne. He learned of his father’s death while in Albany.

Jiro decided to discontinue his trip to Cossack and to stay in Perth, when he heard the
news about his father’s death, and initiated procedures for inheriting his father’s estate
at the Supreme Court of the colony of Western Australia. It was a bold decision for a
young man of 18. The legal heirs of Sakutaro were his widow Sada and his five children,
including Tsunetaro (27 years old), Jiro (19), Saburo (15), Uta (11) and Yasu (10).
Among them, only Jiro was in Australia, but he was not yet 21 years of age, the legal age
of adulthood. Therefore, the Supreme Court granted the letters of Administration of
Sakutaro’s estate, to the Western Australian Trustee Executor and Agency Company
Limited until Sada or Tsunetaro could come to Australia, or when any of the other
children reached the age of 21. The estate of the late Sakutaro was valued at £700.31

Because Sakutaro did not leave a will, the consent of all of the legal heirs was required
in order for Jiro to inherit his father’s estate. The deed of consent drawn up on 6
October 1898, presently held by the State Record Office of Western Australia, has the
signatures and seals of Sada, Tsunetaro, Saburo, Uta, and Yasu. Sada, Saburo, Uta,
and Yasu signed the deed on 6 October in the presence of the Acting British Vice-Consul
in Kobe, and Tsunetaro signed it in the presence of a police constable in Cossack on 30
November 1898. There was no mention in Jiro’s diary that he returned to Japan in
1898. In fact, he went back to Kobe in 1899. Therefore, the document of consent must
have been mailed to the British Consulate in Kobe to be signed by Sada, Uta and Yasu.32

In the deed of consent, they agreed that:

a. Tsunetaro had arrived in the Colony of Western Australia, but it being impossible to
obtain bondsmen, and exacting of letters of Administration by him would be
troublesome and expensive.

b. Jiro was entitled to manage the estate.

c. dJiro would pay within five years the sum of £200 to Sada, £70 each to Saburo, Uta

and Yasu, and to pay Sada the sum of £50 per annum to cover her living expenses.33

31 SROWA: S59 cons3458 1898/044.

32 Jbid.

33 We cannot know in the end how much Jiro sent to his family in Kobe, because they had transferred
Sakutaro’s estate in its entirety to Jiro. However, if Jiro sent £50 per annum, it would the equivalent
to approximately ¥500 (the exchange rate at the time was £1= ¥10). Considering that the monthly
salary of a national university graduate at the time was around ¥50, his family in Kobe could
maintain a higher standard of living than a typical middle-class family. We believe Jiro sent enough
money to support his younger brother and sisters. According to Ms Kinoshita, a grand-daughter of
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d. Sada, Tsunetaro, Uta and Yasu would agree to the transfer of the estate to Jiro, and
that Jiro should manage the estate and receive a salary of £200 per annum.
e. dJiro would pay all remaining debts incurred by the estate and spare no effort to

ensure the viability of the business until such sums were paid.

On 10 February 1899, Jiro took an oath in the presence of the Justice of the Peace in
Cossack that he would administer the estate of the deceased Sakutaro, as he had now
reached the age of 21. And on 13 February, the Supreme Court of Western Australia
Probate Jurisdiction confirmed Jiro’s right to inherit the estate worth £950, with Takazo

Nishioka and Kino Shimamoto34 of Cossack serving as guarantors.35

5. To be an Australian: Naturalisation and Marriage

In July 1899, Jiro was granted naturalisation as a British subject in the colony of
Victoria.36 Having lived in the colony for nearly four years as a student at St. Francis
Xavier College, his excellent scholastic performance there, as well as the support he
received from the Japanese Honorary Consul to Victoria, A. Marks, and his Australian

friends of European background helped him in his efforts to obtain naturalisation.

In contrast, Jiro was unsuccessful in becoming naturalised in the colony of Western
Australia.3” In February 1899 after officially inheriting his father’s estate, he applied
for naturalisation in Western Australia. In the application, he stated that he had
arrived in Cossack seven years ago, was managing a store, had completed his higher
education in Victoria, and was fluent in English. The application was filed with a
recommendation of a town clerk of Roebourne. However, his application was rejected
in June 1899 because he was an ‘Asiatic alien’. His solicitor immediately appealed the
decision saying that Japan was not a part of the Asian continent. The solicitor again
lodged an appeal in January 1900 after Jiro received a certificate of naturalisation in

Victoria, but the government of Western Australia did not change their decision.

This designation as an ‘Asiatic alien’ under White Australia Policy continued to be an

obstacle, even after his naturalisation in the colony of Victoria, and led to his attempt to

Saburo, Saburo graduated from the Faculty of Commerce of Kansei Gakuin College (predecessor of
the Faculty of Economics, Kansei Gakuin University). Profiles of Saburo at the age of 20 (in 1904)
with his sisters, Uta and Yasu in a photo possessed by Ms Kinoshita, gave an impression of an
established family. Tsuneatro married in 1902 immediately after his return, and started making a
home in Kobe with his newborn baby boy.

34 According to the membership list of the Cossack Japanese Association, his full name is Kinosuke
Shimamoto. (TEANSH =7 VIANEEE S op.cit., NLA: mfm O 2303/ 5.)

35 SROWA: S59 cons3458 1899/032.

36 NAA: A712, 1899/K6473.

37 SROWA: S675 consb27 1899/0397.

111



be registered on the Commonwealth electoral rolls, as MacArthur argues in Chapter 2.

Jiro travelled to Japan in 1899. He departed Cossack for Melbourne in May, and then
left Melbourne in July for Kobe, arriving there in September.38 After returning to
Cossack, he reorganised the Muramats Store as J & T Muramats, and expanded his
business interests to include pearl-shell fishing. He wrote very little in his ‘diary’ after
1900. A few of the entries read as follows: ‘Jan 17 th 1905 married’, ‘1906 started
pearling’, ‘April 20th 1920 Left Cossack for Japan, arrived Kobe May 29t ‘Nov 11th Left

Kobe’, and ‘Dec 13 th arrived in Cossack.’39

In January 1905,40 Jiro married4! Hatsu, who was from Nagasaki,42 and their only
daughter Marie-Haru was born on 13 July 1913 in Cossack. Hatsu’s date of birth differs
amongst various records, including her Certificate Exempting from Dictation Test
(CEDT),4 the Report on Prisoner of War during the WWIL 44 and the application for
alien registration.45 But her date of birth written on the application for a passport filed
by Jiro in 1920 and submitted to the governor of Shizuoka4é should be the correct one,
i.e. 8 March 1882.47

There are very few records concerning Marie-Haru, their daughter, in Australia. Haru
went back to Japan in January 1920 in order to enroll in primary school, and returned
to Darwin in December 1930.48  According to Sissons, Haru lived with relatives while
she went to school in Japan.4® We were able to interview the wife of Haru’s son, Ms
Nakayama. We learned from her that Haru grew up in Fujieda, Jiro’'s hometown. We
made an enquiry to Fujieda Nishi High School (former Fujieda Women’s High School),
and found that Haru graduated from that school in 1930.5° Haru was looked after by

38 SLWA: ACC 3700A. His departure was also reported in the newspapers. He recorded in his
‘diary’, that he left Melbourne for Yokohama by a Japan Mail steamer Futami-maru, via Brisbane,
Hong Kong. (Daily Telegraph, 29 July 1899; Australian Star, 2 August 1899.)

39 SLWA: ACC 3700A.

40 Jpid.

41 According to the family tree of the Kinoshita Family, Jiro married on 28 February 1910. His
marriage was also registered on that day.

42 According to the official family register owned by the Imatomi Family, Hatsu was born in Ooura-go,
Nagasaki City.

43 Hatsu was 43 years old on 18 January 1926, according to the ‘Certificate Exempting from Dictation
Test’ (NAA: K1145, 1926/16).

44 The ‘Report on Prisoner of War’ records her date of birth as 8 March 1893 (NAA: MP1103/2,
DJF18119).

45 The date of birth of Hatsu was listed as 8 March 1882 on the ‘Application for Registration. (NAA:
K1331, Japanese / Muramats H).

46 SLWA: ACC 3700A.

47 According to the official family register, her date of birth was 8 March 1882.

48 NAA: K1145, 1918/137.

49 Australian National University Archives, MURAMATS, dJiro’, op. cit.

50 The principal of Fujieda Nishi High School found Haru’s name in the eleventh alumini list of
Fujieda Women’s High School, graduated in 1930. A photo of Haru and Hatsu in the possession of
Ms Nakayama was taken at Tanabe Photo Studio at Fujieda. The photo was taken when Haru was
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Jiro’s aunt Kou (Sakutaro’s youngest sister) who took over the branch of the Muramatsu
family in Fujieda. As Matsumoto analyses in Chapter 4 in detail, Jiro’s visit to Fujieda

in 1920 meant more than just going home after a quarter of a century.

When Hatsu and Haru went back to Japan in 1920, it does not appear that they went
directly to Fujieda upon their return. dJiro’s ‘diary’ implies that they stayed with Jiro’s
sister Yasu for a while. Yasu had married into a wealthy family, and had three children
near Haru’s age.5! The Muramatsu family tree shows that the Kato family, i.e. Yasu’s
husband’s family, was registered at Mukojima, Honjyo, Tokyo. There is a photo of Jiro
and Hatsu with Yasu Kato and Some Matsuda kept by the Imatomi Family, which was
taken at Tokyo Mitsukoshi on 27 October 1920. Yasu’s family was in Tokyo when Hatsu,
Haru and Jiro returned to Japan. Ms Nakayama and Ms Kinoshita, both related to
Jiro, heard that Yasu had kindly looked after her brothers’ families, and that she was
beloved by both Haru and Aya, Saburo’s wife. It seems that Saburo also stayed with

Yasu’s family when he returned to Japan from Cossack in 1915.52

In December 1930, Haru went back to Darwin (by that time, Jiro and Hatsu had moved
to Darwin), and in February 193253 she left for the Sacred Heart Covent, Rose Bay in
Sydney to continue her education. She went back to Japan after completing her
education at the Covent, and married in 1935.54 Therefore, Haru had very little time
together with her father except during 6 years of her childhood in Cossack. While Haru
was attending school in Japan, Hatsu visited Japan in 1926 and stayed for eighteen
months.55 It was the year that Hatsu finished primary school and advanced to a
women’s high school. Jiro returned to Japan once in 1920 for six months while Haru
was In Japan. But even then, Jiro was travelling extensively, visiting Fujieda, Tokyo

and Kyushu.56 After returning to Darwin, Haru was to spend only one more year with

in Japan between February 1926 and August 1928, most likely to commemorate either Haru’s
graduation from primary school or commencement of high school. Haru must have been a student of
Fujieda Primary School, which was the only primary school in Fujieda at the time.

51 Jiro recorded in his ‘diary’ about gifts to Yasu’s family, which included a stuffed Koala bear and a
doll. (SLWA: ACC 3700A)

52 Ms Kinoshita, Saburo’s grand-daughter, has kept a letter addressed to Saburo who was staying
with at the Yasu’s family in Kobe.

58 Marie-Haru’s name (Miss M. Muramats) was on the passenger list of the ship from Darwin to
Sydney. (Northern Standard, 16 Feb 1932.)

54 Hayman wrote that Haru married in 1940. (Roslyn Hayman (1979) Episodes- a glimpse of
Australia-Japan relations, 1859-1979, Canberra: Embassy of Japan.) But according to the official
family register held by the Imatomi Family, Haru married in 1935. There was a photo of her
wedding. Her husband, Mr Shohei Imatomi, worked for 7bzan Noji, a company under Mitsubishi
Zaibatsu. He was posted to Sao Paulo, Brazil after their marriage. Their two children were born in
Sao Paulo. Haru seems to have had a very enjoyable time in Sao Paulo, and there are many photos
taken at time in the possession of Ms Nakayama. Following his stint in Brazil, Mr Imatomi was
posted to Burma without his family. He was called up there during the Pacific War, and died in July
1945 in Pegu.

55 NAA: K1145, 1926/16.

56 SLWA: ACC 3700A.
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her parents. She left Australia and married in Japan. We do not find Jiro or Hatsu in

the photo taken at Haru’s wedding. dJiro died in 1943 in an internment camp.

After Hatsu was released from the internment camp in 1946, she lived in Cossack, which
by then was almost like a ghost town. According to Rev. Flynn, who met Hatsu in
Cossack around 1957, she had applied to obtain permission for Haru to visit her in
Cossack, but it was denied. At the time she lived in a room in the former customs
building.57 It seems that it was immediately after her meeting with Rev. Flynn, that
Hatsu returned to Japan in 1957. She lived with her daughter Haru in Yokohama until

she died in the summer of 1959.58

6. Extension of Jiro’s Business and Saburo’s arrival

Jiro got his start in the pearling business in 1906,59 and possessed ten pearling boats by
1912 when Western Australia’s Pearling Act was introduced. The Act banned the
granting of new boat licences to persons of Asiatic or African descent.6®© As described in
Chapter 3, his business was growing successfully, and advertisements for J & T
Muramats had often appeared in phonebooks since 1909. According to Sissons, most of

the freehold properties in Cossack belonged to Jiro.6!

In August 1912, Jiro filed an application for one or two shop assistants through a local
solicitor’s office and the Japanese Consulate, with a supporting letter of the Sub-
Collector of Customs in Cossack. dJiro already had licences for eight pearling-boats, and
fifty-one crew members. The application was denied, but Saburo, Jiro’s younger brother,
arrived in Broome aboard the steamer, S.S. Gorgon in 1913, and proceeded on to Point
Samson. The Department of External Affairs in Melbourne$2 suspected that Saburo
might attempt ‘to get round the refusal’ for a licence the previous year.63 Saburo had a
visa issued by the British Consulate in Kobe. The telegram from the customs office in
Cossack stated that Saburo had received a college education in the United States and
England, and held a passport issued by the Japanese government, as well as a visa
issued by the British Consulate.64

57 Rev. Frank Flynn (2005) ‘Around the North-West Coast, North Australian Monthly November
1960, in Peter J. Bridge, ed. Along the Coast by Ship Northward, Perth: Hesperian Press, p.202.
58 Sissons, op.cit. Muramats, Jiro; interview with Ms Nakayama, October 26 2019.

59 SLWA: ACC 3700A. According Episode (Hayman, op.cit, p.25), Jiro applied for a pearling boat
licence in 1901, but the Western Australian government refused his application.

60 SROWA: S 946 cons477 1920/0039.

61 Sissons, op.cit. ‘Muramats, Jiro.

62 Canberra was under construction at the time, and the federal parliament and the federal
government’s offices were located in Melbourne.

63 NAA: A1, 1924/24078.

64 Jbid.
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We have not found any records or documents concerning of Saburo’s overseas education
in the US and England. However, the Kinoshita family holds a passport issued by the
Japanese Consulate in Seattle to Saburo dated 8 April 1907.65 So it is clear that Saburo
went to the United States at the age of 22. We believe that Jiro gave some financial
support to his mother and a brother and sisters in Japan using the proceeds from the
inheritance. Sakutaro, too, must have built up assets in Japan. A photo of Saburo at
the age of 20 with his sisters Uta and Yasu exhibits a kind of grace expected of someone

from a good family.

Saburo applied for and was granted a twelve-month extension of the Certificate of
Exemption from the Dictation Test. When the Department of External Affairs received
his application, it enquired of the customs office in Cossack about Saburo’s activities
during the past twelve months and about the Muramats store.66 The reply from
Cossack stated that the store had direct business connections with Japan, and that
Saburo was assisting at the store and gaining a knowledge of the business. The reply
also stated they found no reason to refuse the application.6” In 1915 Saburo again
applied for an extension, and the Cossack authorities replied to the Department that
Saburo represented a firm in Osaka where he held a salaried position and was visiting
Broome and Kalgoorlie in connection with his work. These replies from Cossack show
that Saburo had successfully established himself in Cossack and was fully accepted by

the local community.

Although Saburo was granted the extension in January 1915, he departed Western
Australia in November from Derby on the S.5. Minderoo.68 Saburo’s passport issued by
the Japanese Consulate in Sydney on September 1915, indicated that the object of his
travel was ‘a business trip to Britain’.6 Saburo was perhaps intending to visit London
to investigate the conditions of the pearl-shell market, which crashed due to the First
World War. However, it seems he did not travel to Britain after all. There is a letter
from Tsunetaro to Saburo dated 13 March 1916, stating that Saburo was in Japan in
early February. That means Saburo did not have the time to visit Britain during the
return voyage from Australia. Furthermore, according to the letter, Saburo had been
taken ill in March 1916, perhaps due to the change in climate from an Australian

summer to a Japanese winter.

We were able to trace Saburo’s movements after his return to Japan from the photos

65 The passport is currently in the possession of the Kinoshita family.
66 NAA: A1, 1924/24078.

67 Ibid.

68 Jbid.

69 The passport is currently in the possession of the Kinoshita family.
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taken on his way to his honeymoon to Beppu in Kyushu in September 1916.70 Saburo
returned to Cossack in January of 1917 with his wife, Aya. That means they had to
have left Japan in December 1916. So taking into consideration other factors, it would
have been impossible for Saburo to travel to Britain between March and September.
There was no evidence that he did not, but it is very unlikely that he visited Britain
during World War I, even if he was a national of an allied nation. Therefore, the
objective, i.e. ‘a business trip to Britain’ written in his passport issued by the Japanese

Consulate in Sydney was not to be realised due to various circumstances.

Saburo’s wife, Aya, was born in Harima in 1888, and graduated from a women’s high
school. According to Sissons, she spoke English fluently while living in Cossack.”? In
October 1918, their daughter, Joyce-Sumiko was born.?2 Even when he entered
Australia for the second time, Saburo and his family still had to apply for the certificates
of exemption every year. In 1921, eleven residents of Cossack and Roebourne sent a
petition to the Minister for Home and Territories in Melbourne asking that Saburo and
Aya be allowed to remain in Australia without restriction under the Immigration Act.
They wrote that they were ‘well known and respected citizens, and speak the English

language fluently’. However, the request was denied.”

As stated in other chapters, Jiro constantly faced barriers when dealing with the
governments of Australia and Western Australia, because he was ‘an Asiatic Alien’. By
contrast he had received sympathetic support from local officials and residents in
Cossack and Roebourne. When Jiro wanted to bring in store assistants from Japan, the
Sub-Collector of Customs sent a supporting letter to the Department of External
Affairs.”* When he appealed the rejection by the State Electoral Registrar to place his
name on the electoral rolls of the State of Western Australia, the Resident Magistrate at
Roebourne was supportive of Jiro.?> Fujita, who worked as a tender and later a pearl
diver at J & T Muramats, wrote in his memoir that Jiro ‘had credibility among the
Caucasian residents and was a person of virtue’.7® In fact, the local residents
voluntarily organised the petition mentioned above asking the government to free

Saburo’s family from the restrictions of the Immigration Act.7?

Saburo, who looked like he was finally going to settle down in Cossack, left Australia

70 The photos are currently in the possession of the Kinoshita family.

71 Sissons, op.cit., MURAMATS, Jiro’.

72 ‘Certified Copy of Register of Birth’, in the Kinoshita Family’s possession.

73 NAA: A1, 1924/24078.

4 Ibid.

75 SROWA: S668 cons168 1922/0534.

76 INARHELZ ABERZ - MREE (2018) TREHI'EA 7 v 57w 7 —VEZM - a4y 7388 (KIE—PY4E~IFH
—=4F) g | Kenji Fujita’s Sketchbook: Memories of Cossack, Western Australia (1925-1938). p.104.
77 NAA: A1, 1924/24078.
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with Aya and Sumiko in August 1924 never to return. Sumiko would turn 6 years old
that year. Saburo might have wanted Sumiko to attend school in Japan, as Haru had.
The economy of Cossack was declining at the time, so it was not an ideal place for a
family with children. As mentioned in the Introduction and in Chapter 3, by this time
there were only about twenty homes, Muramats’s store, one liquor shop and a turtle
cannery in Cossack. There was no easy access to Roebourne, which was the closest
community with a school and a clinic. Furthermore, Sumiko would not have been able

to make friends of the same age if they stayed in Cossack.

On the last page of Jiro’s ‘diary,” written when he went back to Japan in 1920, is a
drawing of the layout of a building.”® The building was a rental house located in Ikuta-
cho, Kobe owned by Saburo. Jiro may have bought it for Saburo, or it may have been
purchased at the request of his brother. It appears that Jiro had a talent for managing
real estate. He actively acquired both land and buildings in Cossack, and he managed
a residence as well as a store and the pearling business in Darwin.” The building in

Kobe might have been acquired in preparation for the return of Saburo’s family to Japan.

7. From Cossack to Darwin

Jiro required two types of permits from the local governments in order to manage his
pearling business. One was a licence for operating a pearling boat, which had to be
obtained from the Fisheries Department of each state. The other was a permit for the
employment of crew members to work on his boats, which was issued by the federal

government. In addition, it was necessary to gain approval for exporting pearl-shells.

In order to be granted a pearling licence in Cossack, Jiro had to file an application every
year to the Pearling Inspector in Roebourne, stating the number of crew and their
ethnicity (European, Asian, Aboriginal) for each boat, along with his British citizenship
certificate. The application was then sent to the Chief Pearling Inspector of the
Western Australian government in Perth, and then finally approved by the Minister for
Fisheries.8 On the other hand, applications for the crew permits were sent from the
Sub-Collector of Customs in Cossack to the relevant federal government authorities.8!

According to these documents, after 1930, Jiro transferred most of his boats to Darwin,

78 SLWA: ACC 3700A.

9 Jones, op.cit., p.31.

80 SROWA: S946 cons477 1920/0039.

81 NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244. According to the records held by the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan (hereafter DAMOFAJ), Japanese indentured labourers of J & T Muramats
were mediated by Morioka Imin Goshi Kaisha, and in 1920 Kaigai Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha took over
management rights of the company. Kaigai Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha also mediated Japanese
workers to Mr McKay and Mrs Shaw in Cossack. (DAMOFAJ: 3.8.2.300-2-2-1 LRI A B {RME

1)
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keeping only a few in Cossack.

Jiro tried to increase the number of his pearling boats operating in Darwin, but because
he was an ‘Asiatic Alien’, he was not granted licences for more than a total of ten boats,
including those docked in Cossack. In a letter to H.G. Nelson M. P., with whom Jiro
had a long association, he stated in the strongest terms that he felt it very unfair that
he was not permitted to enlarge his pearling business because he was ‘an Asiatic, [and]
not [a member of the] white British race.” He asked why the government granted him
‘all the same rights as a natural born British subject’ in the first place.82 The reason
why the federal government took such a hard stance towards Jiro was that he opposed
its policy of introducing a quota system for pearling, and this incurred the displeasure of
the government. dJiro was aware that the quota system would be ineffective in
protecting pearling resources, and in keeping prices from falling in the pearl-shell
market because the oversupply of pearl-shells and the depletion of pearl-shell beds was

the result of Japanese pearling fleets operating in the region of the Arafura Sea.

Jiro saw greater opportunities for the pearling industry in Darwin. At the beginning of
the 20th century, the pearling industry in Darwin looked more promising than in Broome.
In Western Australia, where Broome was the main base of the pearling industry, the
yield of pearl-shells reached its peak in 1917. However, by 1931 yields had declined to
one third that of 1917. In 1929 and 1933, extensive pearl-shell beds were newly
discovered in the northern waters near Darwin, and the industry started booming. The
total yield of pearl-shells from Broome still exceeded that of Darwin. But the yields in
Darwin reached peak levels in 1937, while its export value was at its peak in 1936.83
Furthermore, the decline of Cossack accelerated in the first quarter of the 20th century.
The municipality of Cossack was dissolved in 1910, and its port moved to Point Samson
where a new jetty had been completed in 1904.84 J & T Muramats was the sole economic

support for the town of Cossack.

After Jiro moved to Darwin, Yoshio Shigeno® managed the store and pearling business
of J & T' Muramats in Cossack. But the businesses declined and there were times when

the employees received no salary.86 Fujita also moved to Darwin along with Jiro’s fleet,

82 NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244.

83 PRHEHE S (2016) "7 7 7 FMOHARANSY A N—To by NIFEER - WilgEET - EERATFRE Dk
BWZDANNE—BEEREFva LTI 7 I ATV X, pp.68-T7.

84 TPG Place Match (2018) Cossack Draft Volume 1 Conservation Management Plan, pp.15-16.

85 Yoshio Shigeno was interned in Tatura internment camp, and died in May 1943. Shigeno was
from Tokushima Prefecture, and entered Australia in 1932. But on the same source records that he
had been resident in Australia for 20 years. (NAA: MP1103/2, WJ17993; *Cowra Japanese War
Cemetery Online Database’ (https://www.cowrajapanesecemetery.org/grave/126/), 12 August 2019
access. According to Atkinson, Shigeno entered Australia in 1920. (Atkinson, op.cit.)

86 Jones, op.cit., p.31.
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but returned to Cossack on his own free will. He eventually returned to Japan in 1938
due to failing health. He also wrote in his memoir that he had left some of his salary
at the company, but he felt that he was the lucky one because he could return home

without being interned.87

There is a photo, in the hands of Saburo’s grand-daughter, of Jiro and Hatsu taken in
front of their home in Darwin on 24 October 1938. Jiro was 60 years old, and Hatsu
was 56 at the time. Their colonial style home was located on Cavenagh St, the main
street of Darwin. There are also photos of the front entrance, the side entrance, the
front veranda, the side veranda, as well as of Jiro and Hatsu in the front garden of the
main entrance. Many sets of elegant cane tables and chairs with table clothes, display
cabinets, pictures adorning the walls, potted plants, and an electric fan are captured in
these photos. It appeared as though they had finally settled into their permanent home
which they were able to acquire after many years of hard work. The interior of the
house reminds us of the 7jinkan (former residences of early foreign settlers) in the foreign

settlement in Kobe.

According to the list of property and other valuables drawn up when they were
interned,88 as of December 1935, Jiro’s assets in Darwin, including his ten boats, were
valued at approximately £6000. He also had assets worth £5300 in Cossack.
Considering that the average annual income of an Australian man in 1940 was
approximately £250,89 his assets were considerable. The list of items confiscated from
their home included silver cutlery sets, porcelain dinnerware, crystal jugs, an electric
kettle, and a refrigerator, which suggests a relatively wealthy lifestyle, as well as
everyday items such as combs and mirrors. In December 1941 at the outbreak of the
Pacific War, Jiro and Hatsu were taken into custody, and transferred to the Tatura
Internment Camp, and on 7 January 1943 Jiro died in the camp’s Waranga Hospital.9
It is not difficult to imagine Jiro’s disappointment and grief in losing the businesses that

he invested a lifetime building up.

On 19 February 1942, one month after their internment, the POW Information Bureau
of the Army Ministry of Japan received an enquiry under Saburo’s name concerning
Jiro’s internment. He enquired as to whether the ‘Taro Muramatsu’ on the list of
Japanese internees published in the Asahi Shinbun on 18 February was in fact the same

person as his brother ‘Jiro Muramatsu.’®? The letter of enquiry was written by his

87 PNAA, op.cit., pp.113-114.

88 NAA: MP1103/2, DJ18118.

89 ‘Wages in Victoria’, State Library of Victoria (https:/guides.slv.vic.gov.au/whatitcost/earnings), 12
August 2019 access.

9% NAA: MP1103/1, DJ18118.

91 Japan Center for Asian Historical Records, National Archives of Japan, B2032691400.
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daughter, Sumiko,9 because Saburo had been seriously ill. In fact, he died on 27
February. The names of ‘Jiro Muramatsu’, and ‘Hatsu Muramatsu’ were on the list of

internees that appeared in the Asahi Shinbun published on 5 March.

Hatsu was released from the internment camp on 3 October 1946, and returned to
Cossack, via Perth.93 Her movements between the time of her release and her arrival
in Cossack are not known. In a letter dated 15 March 1952 sent from Cossack to
Sumiko, her niece in Takarazuka, Hyogo Prefecture, Hatsu wrote that she was very
happy to hear from her because she had not yet received a reply from Haru in response
to a question she had asked her regarding the whereabouts of her relations. This was
before the Peace Treaty with Japan was signed. Hatsu was nearly seventy years old
and her letters described the difficulties of everyday life in Cossack, which had become
like a ghost town. Reading the letters she wrote during this time, one becomes keenly
aware that she no longer regarded Australia as her home, despite having lived there for

over half a century.

8. Concluding Remarks on the Muramatsu family

This chapter traced the lives of Jiro and his family by piecing together the historical

records in Australia and Japan.

The Muramatsu family tree% shows that Sakutaro’s grandfather, Hikohachi (Hikobe)
was born into an agrarian family, traditionally acting as a village headman, but he was
employed by a merchant and mastered the art of business. The proprietor set
Hikohachi up at a branch shop, and he made a living by trading rice in Osaka and Bishu.
He later received orders from the Edo Bakufu to trade rice in cooperation with the
Konoike Family, a great merchant clan at the time, and successfully ran the business.
Hikohachi died in Dojima, Osaka. Sakutaro and Jiro were pioneers, like Hikohachi,
and opened up businesses in new territories. It seems they inherited the passion for
merchanting from Hikohachi. On the other hand, Tsunetaro and Saburo, who decided
to succeed to the head of the Muramatsu Family in Japan (Fujieda and Kobe), were like
Hikoroku, Sakutaro’s father, who continued doing business in Fujieda. The members
of the Muramatsu family interestingly shared the responsibility of continuing the family

business both in their hometown and in new territories.

Hatsu and Aya followed and supported their husbands in the way expected of women of

the Meiji period. Aya, in particular, must have found everyday life in Cossack to be

92 Ms Yauko Kinoshita, daughter of Sumiko, clarified that the handwriting was Sumiko’s.
93 NAA: MP1103/1, DJF18119.
94 Currently in the possession of the Kinoshita Family.
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harsh, as the climate and living environment were very different from Japan. The
changes in appearance evident from the portrait photos of Aya - a rounded facial
appearance in photos taken before departing for Australia; a gaunt facial expression in
photos taken at Cossack - attests to the difficulties she experienced in trying to maintain
a family life under harsh conditions. Hatsu, also left Australia, having experienced a
life scarred by war. In the letter to Sumiko, Hatsu expressed sadness that she could
not visit her husband’s grave, because it was in Melbourne.?> Upon learning of Jiro’s
death, Saburo’s family obtained a posthumous Buddhist name for him, to be enshrined
in the family Buddhist altar.96

Australia was not considered as home by neither Haru, the daughter of Jiro and Hatsu,
or by Sumiko, the daughter of Saburo and Aya. Perhaps because there was a family
tradition of placing a value on educating young girls, they chose their children to be
educated in Japan. Uta and Yasu, younger sisters of Jiro and Saburo, also obtained

their higher education.

Since we have not found any of Jiro’s personal letters, we are unable elucidate his state
of mind when he made crucial decisions. However, we have concluded that he was
proud to be a British subject, and that he devoted his life to the success of his businesses.
Their house in Darwin, as seen in a photo currently in the hands of one of Saburo’s
descendants, was like a crystallisation of their efforts to make a life for themselves in
Australia. Jiro, at the same time, kept his ties to Japan. As described in Chapter 4,
Jiro’s actions while in Japan in 1920 were very distinctive. The main purpose of his
visit to Japan was to prepare for Haru’s schooling and life in Japan, and he delivered
gifts to his relatives and neighbours in Fujieda. But he also travelled to Kyushu to
bring goods and money to the families of his workers in Cossack.?” He acted as a go-
between for the Japanese indentured labourers in Cossack and their families in Japan,
as well as among members of the Muramatsu family. Fujita recalled that ‘Mr
Muramats made remittances to Japan immediately when we asked him to do s0’.98  Jiro

was keenly aware of the importance of the workers’ income for their families in Japan.

Sakutaro was laid to rest in Cossack, Jiro in Cowra, Hatsu in Yokohama, Tsunetaro in

Tokyo or Kobe,? and Saburo and Aya in Kobe. At the Muramatsu family grave in Kobe,

95 The grave of Jiro was originally located in a public cemetery near Tatura Internment Camp. It was
later relocated to the Japanese cemetery in Cowra. For further information about the Cowra
Japanese Cemetery, see ‘Cowra Japanese War Cemetery Online Database’, op.cit.

96 Interview with Ms Kinoshita, July 2019.

97 SLWA: ACC 3700A.

98 INAAtl. op.cit., p.104.

99 Tt is recorded in the official family register in the possession of the Imatomi family that Tsunetaro
died in Sugamo, Tokyo in 1921. There is a photo of Yoshitaro, Tsunetaro’s eldest son with
Tsunetaro’s aunt, Kou, taken at Yoshitaro’s home in Yokohama in 1921. It is likely that Tsunetaro’s
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there is a stone tablet next to the headstone of Saburo’s family on which Sakutaro and
Sada’s posthumous Buddhist names are inscribed. The tombstone of Hatsu’s grave, is
engraved with the names, JIRO MURAMATS and HATSU MURAMATS. The final
resting places of the members of the Muramatsu family, scattered over two continents,
represents their footprints as they carved out lives and developed their businesses across

Japan and Australia.

family resided in the Tokyo area. We were unable to learn the whereabouts of Tsunetaro’s grave.

122



Chapter 2
“All the rights, capacities and privileges...”: Jiro Muramats’s story as

told by material at the National Archives of Australia

Maxine McArthur

1. Introduction

Jiro Muramats was a Japanese merchant who also operated a pearling business in the
north-west and north of Australia from the early 1900s to the beginning of World War II.
He came to Australia as a child in 1893 to join his family who were living in Cossack,
one of the first ports on the north-west coast of Western Australia and the centre of the

north-west pearling industry at that time.

Jiro’s father, Sakutaro Muramats, had established a store in the small town in 1891. Jiro
Muramats was given a gentleman’s education at a private school in Victoria and, in 1899,
became a naturalised British subject. He took over his father’s store and commenced
pearling operations in 1906. He built up the business and by the late 1930s he owned

and managed one of the major pearling fleets in the country.

Muramats held legal status as a naturalised British subject, and had considerable
economic influence and a respected position in the community as a businessman and
churchgoer. He also enjoyed the respect of most of his fellow pearlers and personal
acquaintances. Despite this, he struggled against overt discrimination as an Asian in his
dealings with state and federal governments, a discrimination that at the time was
commonly accepted. The assumption of white superiority was institutionalised in
legislation such as the Commonwealth Immigration Restriction Act of 1901, and the
Western Australia Pearling Act of 1912 that prohibited non-whites from owning or

having an interest in pearling vessels.

Finally, Muramats fell victim to the paranoia which led to all Japanese and part-
Japanese in Australia being interned upon the outbreak of the Pacific War, even elderly
long-term residents like himself and his wife. His pearling fleet was impounded, his
property in Darwin was bombed by the Japanese and demolished by the Army and his
family was interned. Jiro Muramats died in internment in a camp in Tatura, Victoria,
aged 64.

Material pertaining to Jiro Muramats in the National Archives of Australia may be

reasonably divided into three types: firstly, personal information such as naturalisation

123



papers, certificates of exemption from the dictation test!, a few letters, and material to
do with his internment during World War II such as lists of his assets. This information
1s mostly found in files of the departments handling immigration matters, although a

number of letters are found in files dealing with his pearling business.

Secondly, there are documents related to Muramats’s pearling business, such as lugger
registration, diver registration, applications for new luggers or repairs to luggers,
dummying etc. This information is mostly in the files of the various departments that
handled indented labour and pearling industry matters. There is also some information
in Naval Intelligence files regarding suspicion of spying by Muramats’s luggers, mostly
in the 1930s.

Thirdly, and perhaps most interestingly, material mostly in files from the Attorney-
General’s Department detail Muramats’s decision to challenge a local court ruling that
he was not qualified to vote in federal elections because he was an “aboriginal nativels]
of Australia Africa Asia or the Islands of the Pacific except New Zealand”. Muramats
took his case to the High Court.

2. Life in Cossack

According to the report on Jiro Muramats when he entered internment,2 he was born in
Japan in Shizuoka on 6 September 1878. His family probably came from or near a town
called Fujieda in Suruga (present-day Shizuoka prefecture), Japan, as this place name
appears in his diary in the Battye Library in Western Australia. On the other hand, his
naturalisation memorial3 states that his birthplace was “Kobe, Japan”. The name he
was known by—Muramats—is likely to be a corruption of the Japanese name

Muramatsu; when Jiro’s brother, Saburo, entered Australia, it was under that name.

Jiro Muramats’s father, Sakutaro, would have been one of the earliest Japanese to settle
in Australia. It is not known if he arrived in Australia alone, if he used the services of a
Japanese emigration company, or what his family background was in his home
prefecture of Suruga. What is certain, however, is that he was a shrewd entrepeneur who
in the space of three years had managed to establish his own business in the frontier

town of Cossack.

1 At this time, under the Immigration Restriction Act of 1902, all non-European immigrants had to
pass a dictation test to allow them to enter Australia. See below.

2 NAA: MP1103/2, DJ18118, p.1.

3 That is, his application to be a naturalised British citizen—“Australia” did not exist as a country
until 1901; in Muramats’s time, there were several colonies of the British Empire that later became
states. Muramats applied for naturalisation in the colony of Victoria. NAA: A712, 1899/K6473, p.1.
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Cossack was one of the earliest settlements on the north-west coast. The first settlers
were looking for grazing and water for stock. The town is in the harshest coastal region
of Western Australia, with hot summers and an annual rainfall that falls mainly with
cyclones between November and February—March. It is situated at the mouth of the
Harding River 12 kilometres north of the inland town of Roebourne. The port was first
named Tien Tsin, from the boat that brought the first settlers in 1863, then in 1871 was
renamed Cossack after a visit by Governor Weld in the warship Cossack. Alarge pearling
fleet developed in the 1880s and Cossack became a port of entry for those seeking their
fortunes on the Pilbara goldfields.

In the 1890s, however, Cossack’s shallow harbour began to silt up and became unusable
for larger ships; freighters serving the pastoral industry and the pearling fleets relocated
to deeper harbours at Broome and Darwin. A new jetty was built at Point Samson in
1904, and the municipality of Cossack was dissolved in 1910. Despite this, dJiro
Muramats continued to base his pearling fleet at Cossack until 1929 when he moved his
home to Darwin, and even then he still maintained a few luggers and the store in

Cossack. The population dwindled, and in the 1950s the town was finally abandoned.

When the boy Jiro Muramats arrived in Cossack in 1894, he would have found a town
with a sometimes boisterous population of over 400 with more Asians—mainly Chinese,
Malay, Filipinos, and Japanese—than Europeans, and an Indigenous Australian
population both in the town and in surrounding areas. Most of the Asians worked in
pearling luggers, and stayed in the town from December to March when the pearling
fleets were laid up. The area between the town and cemeteries was known as Chinatown,
and this is where most of the Asian divers and seamen stayed. It is not known exactly
where the Muramats store was located, but Jiro Muramats gave his address as
Perseverance Street, and archaeological evidence has uncovered a house thought to be

the “new premises” of November 1904 mentioned in Muramats’s diary.

The Muramats store had been established in Cossack in 1891, and by 1893 was already
a feature of the local community. Reminiscences, such as W.A. Thompson’s in the
Roebourne Youth Club’s History of Cossack, invariably mention “Muramats’s store” or
the “Japanese store” as a feature of the town, and several also name the Muramats’s as
prominent citizens. The store sold daily goods, clothing material, groceries, and stores
for the pearling luggers; when Jiro Muramats later rented out luggers, one of the

conditions was that the users had to buy supplies at his premises.
Young dJiro did not stay long in Cossack on his first visit; a year later, in June 1895, he

took the Wodonga from Fremantle to Victoria in order to board at St Francis Xavier’s

College, Kew, in Melbourne. We know this from his naturalisation papers which detail
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when he came to Victoria.4 It is not known whether the family had been Christian before
they emigrated, but Jiro was a devout Catholic. His diary records that he was a keen
tennis player and he must have been a quick study at English, as he seems to have had
an active social life. However, these pleasant days were interrupted by tragedy when on
13 February 1898 his father died. Sakutaro Muramats was buried in the Cossack
cemetery. Jiro returned briefly to Cossack, then remained a student until the following

year.

In August 1899 he left Melbourne for Kobe, presumably to visit relatives in Japan, from
whence he returned to Cossack on 11 December. But before then, in July of 1899,
Muramats made the decision that would affect the rest of his life in Australia; on 16
August 1899, Jiro Muramats became a naturalised British subject. This is confirmed in
a note from the Department of the Interior in 1942 in response to a query from an
Inspector of police in Perth about Muramats’s naturalisation status.5 We should note
that Muramats’s signature on the oath of allegiance is dated 17 July 1899. Perhaps it

was not confirmed until 16 August.6

Most Japanese immigrant workers did not settle down; they returned to Japan when
their contract was completed. Few were naturalised. In the 1901 Census, only 15
Japanese were registered as naturalised British subjects nationwide. Jiro Muramats
must have felt that he wished to settle in Australia permanently to make such a
momentous decision as naturalisation; perhaps his father’s death the year before had
left him with the responsibility of the family business, and he believed it would be easier
to run if he were a British citizen. Jiro applied for naturalisation in Victoria presumably

because he had more references there from his time at St Francis Xavier College.

Before 26 January 1949, naturalisation conferred British citizenship, not Australian.
Chinese residents were prevented from becoming naturalised citizens by a number of
legislations in different colonies (despite this, a number of Chinese were registered as
naturalised in the 1901 Census),” but there does not seem to have been any particular
restrictions against Japanese doing so until the Commonwealth Naturalisation Act 1903,
when all Asians were banned from naturalisation. This is probably because there were
so few Japanese in Australia before the 1880s, and also because the British government

did not want to offend the Japanese, who were their allies in the Far East. The Japanese

4 NAA: A712, 1899/K6473, p.1.
5 NAA: PP302/1, WA17964, p.1.

6 NAA: A712, 1899/K6473, p.2.

7 NAA: Al, 1905/2173, p.2. Department of External Affairs response to 27 October 1904 request in
Parliament for Return showing number of Chinese and Japanese residents who were naturalised
British subjects, memo 22 June 1905.
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were unhappy at the limitations of the Immigration Restriction Act of 1901, which they
felt classed them with other Asians whom they regarded as inferior. The Acting Consul-
General for Japan, H. Eitaki8, expressed his indignation in a letter to Prime Minister

Edmund Barton.?

Jiro Muramats’s signed memorial (application) for letters of naturalisation, oath of
memorialist, and oath of allegiance are found in files from the Chief Secretary’s Office in
the Colony of Victoria. A handwritten note attached to the file mentions that another
Japanese man who had applied for naturalisation in “Jan of this year” (1899) had been
refused “on the general grounds that naturalisation should not be given to Coloured
Races” and asks if Muramats’s application should also be refused.1© A second note,
however, says “I think this applicant is the student who called on me and who is being
educated at Kew”. Verbal inquiries were made of the Consul for Japan, Mr Alexander
Marks. Jiro’s diary (in the Battye Library) states that in January 1897 he had “met the
Consul-General Mr Eitake”, and apparently Mr Marks testified that Jiro was “of
excellent character and a person well worthy of the privilege of naturalisation”. Jiro’s
private-school education and its social connections seem to have helped him overcome
some prejudice, but this hesitancy to grant a non-European immigrant naturalisation
foreshadows the difficulties Muramats experienced later in his life. His naturalised
status did not give him the right to vote in the Commonwealth or prevent his internment
as an enemy alien during World War I1. His citizenship was a privilege that brought him

few rights.

Jiro Muramats returned to Cossack in 1900 to take over his father’s business,
presumably renaming it “J & T Muramats”, although if “T” Muramats is the “Tsune” of
Jiro’s diary, there are no records that suggest he participated in the business.
Muramats’s diary states that he “moved to new premises” in 1904 and on 17 January
1905 he married Hatsu Noguchi. Hatsu, born in Nagasaki in 1882, arrived in Australia
in 1895,11 but unfortunately there are no known records of her family or circumstances

until her marriage to Jiro. She was a cultured and quiet woman. Like Jiro, she was a

8 The author refers later to Muramats’ journal entry on January 1897 noting a meeting with Consul

Eitaki in Sydney, but the timing of the meeting or the consul’s name was most likely incorrect.

Taijiro Ichikawa wrote in Nichigo Kankeishi that Hisakichi Eitaki arrived in Sydney as the First

Consul on 8 November 1900 and was appointed as the acting Consul General on 28 December 1901,

while Isami Takada wrote that Eitaki arrived in Sydney as the First Consul on 18 January 1899.
(Translator’s comment)

9 NAA: A8, 1901/203/1, p.55. Letter dated 13 May 1901, in a Department of External Affairs file of

correspondence from the Acting Consul-General of Japan, H. Eitake, regarding the Immigration

Restriction Act of 1901, expressing concern at the proposed legislation to restrict immigration.

10 NAA: A712, 1899/K6473, pp.3—4.

11 NAA: K1331. Her birth date is also listed on the cover of the file NAA: MP1103/2, DJF18119 as “08

March 18937, but this would seem to be unlikely as that would mean she was twelve years old upon

marriage to Jiro. The K1331 file of 1948 post-dates the MP1103/2, DJF18119 file started 1941.
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devout Catholic. We have a photograph of her from her Certificate of Exemption from
the Dictation Test (CEDT).12

Their daughter Marie Haruko was born in Cossack on 14 July 1914. This information is
in Jiro’s internment record of 1941, where Marie is listed as his next of kin.13 We also
know from her CEDT that she was five years old in November 1918.14

As non-Europeans, the Muramats were photographed and fingerprinted for a Certificate
of Exemption from the Dictation Test, which they had to take with them when they left
Australia or they risked being unable to return. At this time, under the Immigration
Restriction Act of 1901, all non-European immigrants had to pass a dictation test to
allow them to enter Australia. The government could exclude any person who “when
asked to do so by an officer fails to write out at dictation and sign in the presence of the

officer, a passage of 50 words in length in a European language directed by the officer”.

Residents of non-European descent, even small children who had been born in Australia
like Marie, had to carry a Certificate of Exemption from the Dictation Test with them
when they left Australia, otherwise they would be forced to take the dictation test on
their return. The Dictation Test could be administered to any immigrant during their
first year of residence (after 1932 this was amended to during the first five years and
any number of times). The language was changed from “any European language” to “any
prescribed language” in 1905, partly because of protests from the Japanese government.
Restrictive and discriminatory though these documents were, they show the Muramats
family’s movements over the next decades: In 1919 Marie and Hatsu left Cossack for
Japan in January, perhaps for Marie’s schooling—there certainly was little opportunity
for a young lady’s education in Cossack. Evidently the Muramats valued their links to
Japan. Marie did not return to Australia until December 1930. In 1926 Hatsu also went
to Japan in February and returned to Cossack in August 1927. Jiro Muramats obtained
a Certificate of Exemption from the Dictation Test in order to leave for Japan on 20 April
1920, perhaps to see his daughter. He arrived back in Cossack on 13 December 1920.15

From 1913 to 1924 Jiro Muramats’ younger brother Saburo and later Saburo’s wife Aya
also lived in Cossack to help with the store. Although Jiro’s application in August 1912
to introduce one or two shop assistants was refused by the Department of External
Affairs (despite support from the Customs officer, Sub-Collector Brown at Cossack),

Saburo arrived in order to “visit” his brother in January 1913 and was permitted to land

12 NAA: K1145, 1926/16.

13 NAA: MP1103/2, DJ18118, p.1.
14 NAA: K1145, 1918/137.
15 NAA: K1145, 1920/49A.
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and stay for twelve months under passport regulations—that is, he possessed a valid
Japanese passport and British visa. Japanese students, merchants and tourists were
admitted under these circumstances under the terms of a 1904 passport agreement
between the Japanese and Australian governments. Saburo was therefore exempt from

the dictation test. 16

The series of letters sent between the Consul-General of Japan, the Department of
External Affairs, and the Collector of Customs WA show how Saburo applied for, and was
granted, an extension of exemption in 1914. He continued to do so every year until he
left for Japan in 1924, except for 1915 when he left Australia briefly to bring his wife Aya
back to Cossack. Under the Immigration Restriction Act 1901, wives were exempt from
the dictation test if their husbands were not prohibited immigrants. Evidently the
Muramats family was well-regarded in Cossack, as a number of residents were willing

to sign a petition to appeal for Saburo’s permanent residency.1?

3. The Pearling Master

After taking over his father’s store in Cossack, in 1906 Jiro Muramats started the
pearling side of the business and by the mid-1910s J & T Muramats was a well-
established family business. In 1915, the Sub-Collector of Customs in Cossack, Mr Bailey,
claimed that the firm held more than half of the pearling permits for indentured men
and most of the freehold property in the town.18 Jiro Muramats’s astute business
practices were both praised and regarded with caution in this report. Sub-Collector
Bailey obviously felt that Muramats had too much of a monopoly on pearling in Cossack;
on the other hand, we do not have records to show the other side of the picture—the crew
who depended on Muramats’s business acumen and the other local pearlers who

benefited from deals with him.

From 1920 Muramats employed a store manager, Yoshio Shigeno, which indicates the
business had grown by then to the stage where Muramats could not handle both store
and pearling. Sub-Collector Bailey in 1915 recorded that Muramats owned 8 luggers:
Kditha, Bee, Ant, Emu, Bat, Pearl, Ruby and Fly. He also had 56 permits for indentured

labourers.1?

Pearlshell fishing from north-western Australian ports dates from the 1860s, when beds

of pearlshell oysters were harvested by dredging, beachcombing, and shallow diving. In

16 NAA: A1, 1924/24078, p.5.

17 Tbid., p.33.

18 NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.68. Report from the Cossack Sub-Collector R. Bailey to the Department
of External Affairs, 9 February 1915.

19 Tbid., p.4.

129



the early years Indigenous people were used as divers, but from the 1870s cheap labour
was recruited from the Malayan peninsular, Timor, and the Philippines. In the late 1880s
the invention of the “diving dress”, a protective suit with metal helmet and an air pipe,
allowing air to be pumped down to the diver, meant that diving as deep as twenty
fathoms (34 metres) became possible. Luggers began to fish the beds further out to sea.
Fleets of luggers stayed at sea for weeks or months; supplies were brought by mothership
schooners; the mothership collected the pearl shells, which were opened by the shell

opener, who was often the only white man in the crew.

The main pearling ports were Broome, Darwin and Thursday Island. The pearlers fished
over an area reaching from the Torres Strait to the Aru Islands near West Papua, to the
Timor Sea. Although pearling luggers were licensed by the Collector of Customs in each
state to specific ports (hence Muramats had to apply to transfer his boats from Cossack

to Darwin), they fished anywhere.

Indentured labour was controlled by federal immigration law. Indents were licensed to
a particular boat by the federal department in charge of immigration: the Department
of External Affairs (1903-1916), Department of Home and Territories (1916-1928),
Department of Home Affairs (1929-1932), and the Department of the Interior (1932—
1938). Pearlers needed to apply for indent permits through their local Sub-Collector of
Customs, and also had to apply when they wished to transfer men to other boats. The
Sub-Collectors, in particular, played an important role in the pearling industry and also
in Jiro Muramats’s story. The crews were usually contracted for one season and the
employer had to provide registration papers (with thumbprint) and medical certificates

upon request.20

In the north-west, the pearling year began in February-March and the luggers would
work the remainder of the year until December, when tropical storms made fishing too
dangerous. While laid up, the luggers were moored in channels, supported by sandbags,
and all equipment was stripped and stored. Repairs and repainting were done; the boats
were painted in bright colours. Some of the crews would be laid off and sent back to
Timor or the Philippines; some would stay to repair the luggers.2! This yearly schedule

varied slightly between ports, depending on the weather.22

In the early luggers air was pumped down to the divers by hand-pumps, and these

20 For example, in this letter from Jiro Muramats to Sub-Collector of Customs, Darwin, 22 September
1937, Muramats applied for indent permits to use in his new schooner. NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.21.
21 And they might enjoy the occasional bout of sumo—this photograph of lugger crews enjoying their
time in layup is in a Naval Intelligence file dated 1946. NAA: MP138/1, 603/201/2336, p.7.

22 Lugger crews would live in these huts and help to refit the luggers during the layoff season.
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luggers carried a crew of seven. From the 1910s, more boats began to carry engine-pump
air compressors, which increased the depth at which divers could work, and the number
of accepted crew was increased to eight. Divers wore many layers under the diving suit;
the weight of man and dress was estimated at about 200kg. Diving was an exhausting
and sometimes deadly occupation; from 1910 to 1917, 145 divers in Broome alone died
of “diver’s paralysis” brought on by the bends, which was caused by divers not returning
slowly enough to the surface.23 Other dangers included air hoses snapping, deadly sea

creatures, and sudden storms.

Japanese divers began to work in greater numbers from the 1890s. Although there was
some rivalry between Japanese and Malay divers, the Japanese formed the majority of
divers in Broome and the mainstay of the industry on Thursday Island. Jiro Muramats
was the only Japanese pearling master in an industry that grew increasingly competitive
after World War I, because he had begun his business before the 1912 Western
Australian Pearling Act prohibited Asians from owning pearling vessels. The
departments responsible for regulating the pearling industry and some pearlers
supported the White Australia policy but the fact remained that without Asian labour
the industry would fail. This was one of the main causes of friction between the Japanese

and whites in the pearling industry.

Japanese divers were regarded by many white pearling masters as efficient and hard-
working, but sometimes difficult to deal with. It was felt that, as in this report by W.C.
Sellinger, Inspector of Police at Broome 1910, while Malays were content to work under
whites, Japanese were “ambitious and dictatorial”.24 This attitude persisted into the
1920s, when the Western Australian Pearlers Association passed a resolution that no
more than 50 per cent of a crew on any lugger be of the same nationality; this was aimed
at the Japanese. Some pearlers objected, as on the most profitable boats often at least
six of the seven crew members would be Japanese, who stuck together and disliked
working with crew members of different nationalities. A Nor-West Echo (Broome) article
of 1923 reported on this meeting of the Association in detail and with a definite bias

towards the anti-Japanese lobby.25

In contrast, a rare example of the point of view of the Japanese divers is preserved in a

letter from one crew, who appeal to the pearler to treat them kindly and maintain that

23 NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.137. Memo from Acting Sub-Collector of Customs, Darwin, advising the
Department of Home Affairs of the death of Tomekichi Kimoto, a diver employed by Muramats, on 7
September 1931.

24 NAA: A1, 1911/1816, p.6. Report from Inspector W.C. Sellinger, Broome Police, to Premier of WA,
Frank Nelson, 4 July 1910 in Department of External Affairs file.

25 NAA: A1, 1938/2336, p.136. Nor-West Echo, 24 November 1923.
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Japanese and Australians were like “brothers”.26

Jiro Muramats, being the only non-European pearling master, would have understood
the language and customs of his Japanese divers and seems to have preferred working
with his countrymen; in a later letter to NT parliamentarian H.G. Nelson, in reference
to a problem getting permits for labour, Muramats commented that he found local crews

“unsatisfactory to work with”.27

The white pearlers’ dislike of the Japanese rubbed off on their relationship with Jiro
Muramats. As the only Japanese pearling master, he was often the target of malice from
other masters. The Western Australian Broome Pearlers Committee protested the
Department of the Interior’s decision to cease enforcing a quota on the amount of
pearlshell taken by Darwin luggers, because WA pearlers still had to stay within a quota.
Muramats was singled out as being one of the “persons at the bottom of the present

trouble” due to his alleged flaunting of the previous quotas at Darwin.28

The Muramats store continued business and the pearling venture grew rapidly. By 1912
J & T Muramats held permits for ten luggers. We know this from Muramats’s many
applications through the Sub-Collectors to the Department of External Affairs (later
Department of Home Territories and Department of the Interior) for permission to
import indentured labour to work on his boats, from reports made by the various Sub-
Collectors in Cossack, and from the fact that after the WA Pearling Act of 1912 was
passed, Muramats was prevented from further expanding his fleet. The Pearling Act was
designed to restrict the numbers of boats owned and run by Asiatics, in particular,
Japanese. Although, as a naturalised Australian, Muramats was allowed to own permits,
he could only keep the same number of permits as he had possessed when the Pearling
Act came into effect, that is, for ten boats. This meant he could not expand his business,

even in a good year, which was a continual source of frustration to him.

In the early 1930s Muramats revealed some of his feelings in a letter to NT
parliamentarian H.G. Nelson. Harold George Nelson (1881-1947) was the Northern
Territory’s first Member of the House of Representatives and a passionate supporter of
rights for the Northern Territory and its people. Muramats appealed to Nelson: “After
granting me all the rights, capacities and privileges same as natural born British subject

by naturalization, has the Minister power to make distinctions between white British

26 NAA: A1, 1911/1816, p.11. Letter from a group of Japanese divers explaining their view of an
incident. Copy of letter sent to Mr Ward [position unknown], 3 July 1910.

27 NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.94. Letter in Department of the Interior files from Jiro Muramats to
H.G. Nelson, 16 May 1932.

28 NAA: A1, 1933/938 PART 3, p.117. Letter from the Broome Pearlers Committee to the Minister for
the Interior, 5 April 1933.
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race and naturalized British subjects?’29 This letter is one of the only indications of how

Muramats felt about the institutionalised discrimination he faced.

Muramats felt that the law was directed at him personally as the only Asian pearling
master in the country, perhaps with good reason. Many of the other pearlers and Sub-
Collectors thought that he already had too many permits. The Sub-Collector of Cossack,
A.E. Roberts, recommended in 1925 that Muramats be allotted fewer permits,30 and
even an officer of the Department of Home Affairs in 1931 thought it undesirable “that

a person of Japanese race should have control of a fleet of 15 vessels altogether”.31

Muramats appeared to have no allies in the departments responsible for issuing permits
for indented labourers. When he applied to the Department of Home Affairs to transfer
14 permits from two condemned boats to two new ones in March 1932, Assistant
Secretary F.J. Quinlan in a letter stamped “unofficial” suggests to another officer that
the department should give Muramats “as much trouble as possible” because of a
separate issue.32 Muramats was fishing in the Aru Islands, presumably to avoid quotas
at Darwin.33 Despite character references from Chief Pearling Inspector Stanley, who
recommended Muramats’ applications be approved,34 and the efforts of H.G. Nelson to
lobby the Minister of Home Affairs on his behalf, Muramats could not acquire extra
lugger permits. It is perhaps symbolic of Muramats’ excellent standing in the community
that Nelson was willing to continue for several years to bring Muramats’ grievances to

the attention of the department.

After Muramats arranged to have his solicitor meet the Minister in person, (when the
Minister visited Darwin), he did get a written explanation from the department and an
assurance that “the Department has no objection to Mr Muramats on personal
grounds”.35 The Minister promised to consider granting him additional permits when
conditions in the industry improved, but only enough for ten boats (the number

Muramats had licences for prior to the Pearling Act of 1912).

It is likely that Muramats moved most of his boats to Darwin in 1929 partly because the
restrictions were less severe than in Western Australia, but as can be seen from the letter
mentioned above, it seems that the Pearling Act of 1912 still applied with regard to

permits for indented labour and licences for luggers. As a letter from Archdale Parkhill,

29 NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.109. Letter from Jiro Muramats to H.G. Nelson, 19 April 1932.

30 Ibid., p.179. Letter from A.E. Roberts to Home Territories Department, 8 November 1925.

31 Tbid., p.100. Memo [signature illegible], Department of Home Affairs, 25 November 1931.

32 Ibid., p.112. Memo, “Unofficial”, Customs and Excise Office, Melbourne, 1 April 1932.

38 Tbid., p.45. Memo [signature illegible], Department of the Interior, 24 August 1933.

34 Tbid., p.80. Letter to the Administrator, Darwin, 11 July 1932.

35 Ibid., p.42. Letter from Department of Home Affairs to Muramats’s solicitors, 4 September 1933.
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the Minister of the Department of Home Affairs, to H.G. Nelson states firmly, “present
practice is against granting additional permits to persons not of white race”.36 Yet in
spite of these setbacks in his personal business, and in the midst of the complex web of
restrictions that state and commonwealth governments placed upon pearlers, Muramats
persisted in his conviction that as a naturalised British subject, whether of Asian

extraction or not, he was entitled to the same treatment as a white man.

The men in the middle were the Sub-Collectors of Customs. They were the link between
the state governments and the federal government departments responsible for
indentured labour, and the pearlers. They recorded the names and immigration dates
for indents and which pearler each worked for;37 they passed on the pearlers’ requests—
such as to transfer boats to other ports, transfer men to other boats and to undertake
repairs—to the relevant departments, and often made recommendations for or against
such requests. The departments would often ask the Sub-Collectors for
recommendations in the case of a dispute or problem, as the Sub-Collectors kept a close

eye on the movement of men and boats.38

The Sub-Collectors were often in a difficult position. Being on the ground, they knew
local conditions and understood the trials faced by pearlers due to the weather and
fluctuations in pearlshell prices. On the other hand, they were required to report any
misconduct or relaxation of the rules. Sometimes Sub-Collectors suspected the pearlers
were evading the regulations, but could not prove it. In 1915 Sub-Collector R. Bailey at
Cossack suspected that Muramats was using indentured labour to repair his boats, but
reported it was “a difficult matter to get close enough to catch them in the act”.3? Indents
were employed only for pearlshell diving work on the luggers at sea; pearlers were

required to use local labour for all major onshore repairs to luggers.

Repairs were a perpetual source of tension between pearlers and the federal government.
The states controlled luggers and pearling but indentured crews came under federal
immigration law--this meant pearlers had to get written permission through the Sub-
Collectors for any use of Asian indents except in actual pearling. The federal and state
governments did not want the pearlers to take jobs away from white or free local labour.

In 1920 the Department of Home and Territories Secretary Atlee Hunt informed the Sub-

36 Ibid., p.117. Letter from the Minister, Archdale Parkhill to H.G. Nelson, MP, 4 March 1932.

37 NAA: A7359, 9, p.92. From Acting Customs Officer, Roebourne (Cossack) to Sub-Collector of
Customs, Darwin, 6 February 1930. This letter records when Muramats transferred boats and men
from Cossack to Darwin.

38 NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.175. Sub-Collector A.E. Roberts at Cossack recommends transfer and
allottment of permits to several of Muramats’s boats. Letter to Department of Home and Territories,
30 January 1926.

39 NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.68. Report from Sub-Collector of Customs, Cossack, to Department of
External Affairs, 9 February 1915.
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Collector at Broome that indented labour could be used for repairs up to 20 per cent of
the worth of the boat, otherwise applications must be made and only if local labour
unavailable.40 In 1926 this was quantified: repairs up to 100 pounds might be approved

by the Sub-Collectors without application to the department.4!

These regulations were troublesome for both Sub-Collectors and pearlers, and a kind of
game evolved between the pearlers and the Department of External Affairs (followed by
the departments of Home and Territories, Home Affairs, and the Interior), with Sub-
Collectors in the middle. The pearlers would often gloss over the extent of repairs
necessary, in order to use cheap indentured labour. Often local labour was simply

unavailable, for example, skilled carpenters in Broome in 1929.42

Another issue of concern for Sub-Collectors was “dummying”. Pearlers would unofficially
rent their boats to others for a season, for an agreed percentage of the profit, and remain
owners only in title. Often white pearlers would rent their boats to Asian divers to use
for the season. The Sub-Collectors were often correct in their suspicions of dummying.
Dummying might mean the difference between financial ruin and staying afloat in a
difficult season, and pearlers could hardly be blamed for attempting to make the best of
things.

In February 1915 Jiro Muramats attracted the suspicions of Sub-Collector R. Bailey in
Cossack. “A Mr” or “Geoffrey” Taylor bought the lugger /vy from Muramats and obtained
six new permits for indents to crew her. Then Taylor left Cossack and did not meet his
first or second payments on the boat, which reverted to Muramats. The Sub-Collector
objected to this state of affairs, as previous to selling /vy to Taylor, Muramats had
apparently applied for new permits and been refused. He then obtained those new
permits from Taylor’s default on the /vy. In a memo regarding this case, the Collector of
Customs at Fremantle notes how “undesirable” it is that a Japanese has “so much
influence over Cossack pearling”, and adds that some white pearlers have had to leave
Cossack because their Japanese crews were more loyal to Muramats than to them. The
Collector recommended Muramats not be allowed to take up the extra permits.43 This
may be seen as another example of the racial prejudice that Muramats faced when
dealing with bureaucracy, even though his personal relations with the Sub-Collectors

and pearling inspectors involved seem to have been quite amicable.

40 NAA: A433, 1941/2/1263, p.267. Telegram from Home and Territories Department Head Atlee Hunt
to Sub-Collector of Customs, Broome, 9 January 1920.

41 Tbid., p.265. Memo from Home and Territories Assistant Secretary Quinlan to Sub-Collectors at
Cossack, Port Hedland and Onslow, 6 July 1926.

42 NAA: A433, 1941/2/1263, p.200. Letter from Streeter & Male, Broome pearlers, to Sub-Collector of
Customs, Broome, 25 October 1929.

43 NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.21. Memorandum from R. Oakley to Department of External Affairs, 22
November 1915.
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Pearling was a highly regulated industry. Records from Customs and the Department of
External Affairs files show the many applications that pearlers had to submit in order
to do almost anything—repair boats, buy boats, increase crews, decrease crews etc. This
paperwork must have been a burden to the pearlers, but it has left us with a wealth of
information on Muramats’s business. These records show that Muramats was a shrewd
businessman who knew how to interact with the white community and bureaucracy on
their terms. He was flexible in his business activities, as when he applied to use an older
boat, Northam, for both trepang and pearling.44 Muramats was also ambitious. Like
many other pearlers, he wanted to expand and modernise his fleet; in 1937 he bought a
new schooner to use with his pearling fleet and applied for permission to use five indents
on her.45 He was a responsible pearling master, as when he repatriated one of his indents
who had been found guilty of criminal charges regarding contact with Indigenous

Australians (unlike the other pearler involved in the incident).46

No matter how diligently a pearling master built up his business, it was a dangerous
game and dependent upon luggers being able to sail safely to and from port. Boats were
often damaged or lost to bad weather, as we can see in this application by Muramats to
replace the lugger Bat after she was wrecked in a storm.47 But despite the suspicion of
local officials, the complex web of government bureaucracy, and the vagaries of the north-
west weather, Jiro Muramats built a successful business and established himself as a

respected merchant.

4. Section 41 and the High Court challenge

On 5 May 1922 Jiro Muramats, who was still living at Cossack, applied to be entered on
the electoral roll for the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia, in the District of
Roebourne, and his application was accepted on 25 May 1922.48 We have no clear record
as to why he waited until 1922 to apply, since he had been naturalised since 1899 and
his family had been living in Cossack since the 1890s; the J & T Muramats store at
Cossack was doing such good business that his brother and sister-in-law had come to

Australia to help out and he was running several pearling luggers from Cossack. Perhaps

44 NAA:A433, 1941/2/2244, p.26. Letter from Jiro Muramats to Department of the Interior, 11 March
1935. Trepang (sea cucumber) harvesting was conducted in shallower water, and was therefore more
suitable for older boats with hand pumps only.

45 Tbid., p.21. Letter from Jiro Muramats to Sub-Collector of Customs, Darwin, 22 September 1937.
46 NAA: F1, 1939/503, p.9. In a letter regarding an indented diver who had been convicted at the
same time as one of Muramats’s divers, the Chief Pearling Inspector comments that Muramats
repatriated his diver as requested. Report from K. Nylander, Chief Pearling Inspector to the
Administrator, Darwin, 1 February 1940.

47 NAA: A433, 1941/2/2244, p.230. Memo from Muramats to Sub-Collector of Customs, Roebourne, 28
August 1919.

48 NAA: A10078, 1923/10, p.3. Muramats vs Way Reasons for Decision.
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Muramats had waited to arrange his business and property affairs to his satisfaction
before applying for the electoral roll. Perhaps he felt an increasing need to have a voice
in the political decisions of his adopted land. His solicitor, Cecil J.R. Le Mesurier, stated
in a later affadavit that, “Some years ago having acquired the necessary property
qualifications Mr Muramats applied to be and was enrolled”, so perhaps it took
Muramats until 1922 to do this.49

Under the Western Australian Electoral Act 1907 a person was entitled to vote for the
WA Legislative Assembly if they were of age and a natural-born or naturalised subject
of Her Majesty, and if they possessed or leased land to a certain value, or occupied
dwellings of a certain value. The Western Australian Electoral Act 1907 Act did, however,
exclude voting by “aboriginal nativels] of Australia Africa Asia or the Islands of the
Pacific except New Zealand”. In Muramats’s case, the Electoral Registrar of Roebourne
District, Dr Maunsell, accepted that, while Muramats was born in Japan, he was not an

“aboriginal native of Japan” and therefore placed him on the state electoral roll.

After his success in enrolling to vote in WA elections, on 29 September 1922 Muramats
applied to be registered on the Commonwealth electoral roll in the Sub-Division of
Roebourne, Division of Kalgoorlie. This would allow him to vote in federal elections.50
After Federation, new legislation was passed regarding federal elections. The
Constitution created a system of representative government based on election by the
people and gave the first parliament the power to create the laws concerning the federal
franchise—this was the Commonwealth Franchise Act 1902. Under this Act, Australian
men and women and naturalised citizens were able to vote in Commonwealth elections,
although indigenous Australians and aboriginal natives of Asia, Africa and the Pacific,

criminals, and the mentally ill were excluded.

The enfranchisement of non-European migrants was opposed because of their
numbers—it was feared that populous races such as the Chinese might even stand for
parliament—and because of the undesirability of such different cultures and religions
influencing federal politics. Both the Western Australian Electoral Act 1907 and the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918-1922 excluded voting by “aboriginal nativels] of
Australia Africa Asia or the Islands of the Pacific except New Zealand”. That is, neither
Aboriginal Australians or Asian/Pacific Islander residents were able to have their name

placed on an electoral roll, even naturalised British citizens such as Jiro Muramats. In

49 Tbid., p.31. Affadavit from Muramats solicitor.

50 Ibid., p.33. Electoral claim form, 29 September 1922, part of the file on the progress of Muramats’s
application and court case. (Editor’s comment: It is possible to provide a different interpretation on
Muramats’ electoral form record at the State Records Office of Western Australia. Further work is
necessary. )
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the case of the Commonwealth, the Act offered a proviso: “unless so entitled under

section forty-one of the Constitution.”

Section 41 of the Constitution reads:

No adult person who has or acquires a right to vote at elections for the more
numerous House of the Parliament of a State shall, while the right continues,
be prevented by any law of the Commonwealth from voting at elections for

either House of the Parliament of the Commonwealth.

Although the wording of Section 41 is ambiguous, it seemed to say that anyone with a
State vote, as Muramats then had, must be allowed a Commonwealth vote. As dJiro
Muramats was accepted for enrollment on the WA electoral roll for the WA Legislative
Assembly (the “more numerous House of the Parliament of a State” above), he would

have expected that he could enroll on the Commonwealth electoral roll.

Muramats’s application caused some consternation at the Roebourne electoral office. The
Divisional Returning Officer (name not included), sent a request for advice to the
Attorney-General’s Office on the matter. In this request, the Returning Officer states
that “Mr Muramats apparently claims (1) that he is entitled to enrolment by virtue of
Section 41 of the Constitution”.51 It is likely that the officer consulted the Attorney-
General’s Office because of the debate on the meaning of Section 41. Some legal opinion,
including that of the Solicitor-General, Sir Robert Garran, argued that Section 41 did
not automatically confer a Commonwealth vote on anyone with a state vote; it merely
reflected an attempt to allow women who could vote under state law before the
Commonwealth Franchise Act of 1902 (in South Australia, since 1894; in Western
Australia since 1899) to also vote in federal elections. In other words, Section 41 only
preserved the voting rights of people with state voting rights before the Franchise Act of
1902. Under this interpretation, Jiro Muramats would not be able to apply under Section
41 to be enrolled on the Commonwealth electoral roll because he had not enrolled on the

Victorian State roll when he acquired naturalisation.

The Roebourne Returning Officer’s request for advice went to John Kinep,
Commonwealth Electoral Officer for WA, who forwarded it on 7 December 1922 to the
Solicitor General’s office. There it appeared to go astray, and the matter was revived
upon a second letter from John Kinep, who stated that he had had an interview with Le

Mesurier, Muramats’s solicitor, in which Le Mesurier repeated the claim that Muramats

51 NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.19. Letter from the Commonwealth Returning
Officer in Roebourne District [name not included] to the Attorney General’s Office, 10 January 1923
[date of copy].
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was entitled to vote under Section 41 of the Constitution.52

Finally, on 3 May 1923, the then Commonwealth Electoral Officer for Western Australia,
H.R. Way, informed Muramats that he was unable to place him on the Commonwealth
electoral roll.53 This decision was apparently based on an opinion on the case by the
Solicitor General, Sir Robert Garran, given on 20 April 1923: “In my opinion, a right, to
be preferred under the section, must have been in existence prior to the passing of the
Federal Franchise Act”. In other words, Muramats was ineligible to vote under Section
41 because, as discussed above, the right to vote under Section 41 (that is, the right to
be on the Commonwealth electoral roll because one is on the State roll) only continued
until the passing of the Commonwealth Franchise Act in 1902. Therefore Muramats was
excluded from voting because he was an “aboriginal native of Asia, Africa or the

Pacific” .54

Jiro Muramats did not give up. He issued a complaint against the Commonwealth
Electoral Officer and the appeal was heard before magistrate W.A.G. Walter in the Court
of Petty Sessions in Perth, 11 June 1923. Muramats was represented by Le Mesurier,
and the Commonwealth Electoral Office by Mr J. Dwyer. 5 Le Mesurier argued
persuasively that there was a difference between being a “native” of a country and being
an “aboriginal native”. He asserted that “aboriginal natives” were descendants of the
original inhabitants of a country, and that Jiro Muramats was no more an aboriginal
native of Japan than a white person born in Australia was an Australian aboriginal
native. Therefore he was not excluded from voting under either the Commonwealth
Franchise Act or the Western Australian Electoral Act.

Mr Dwyer disagreed: “aboriginal natives” was “used to distinguish those born in a new
country from the European colonists or the descendants of European colonists.”?6 He
also added that Section 41 only guarantees a person’s right to vote in federal elections if
they have the right to vote in State elections, not if they are merely enrolled on a State
electoral roll. And whether Muramats was on the State roll or not, he was still not
qualified to vote in State elections because he was a native of Japan. Dwyer also quoted

Solicitor-General Garran’s opinion on the meaning of Section 41, and how it meant that

52 NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.18. This handwritten note, 13 April 1923, attached
to John Kinep’s second letter to the Department of Home Affairs indicates that the first letter had
gone astray.

53 NAA: A10078, 1923/10, p.35. Notification to claimant of rejection of electoral claim, 14 May 19
[date not entered].

54 Tbid., p.17. Attorney-General’s Department Minute Paper, Subject: 1983 No. 87, 20 April 1923.

55 Ibid., p.11. Summons to the Commonwealth Electoral Officer to appear in court to answer
Muramats’s complaint, 17 May 1923.

56 NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.29. Quote from the transcript of the case against
Jiro Muramats in the WA Court of Petty Sessions, 11 June 1923.
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Muramats’s right to vote under this section only continued until the passing of the
Commonwealth Franchise Act 1902.

On 19 June 1923 Magistrate Walters gave his decision: Jiro Muramats could not be
placed on the Commonwealth electoral roll because he was an aboriginal native of Asia.
Therefore he was also not eligible to vote in WA, even though he was on the electoral roll,
and thus he was not protected by Section 41 of the Constitution.?? Western Australia
and Queensland were the only two states that included a clause in their electoral law
that disenfranchised aboriginal natives of Asia, Africa or the Pacific. Such residents of
these two states, therefore, were ineligible to be enrolled on the Commonwealth electoral
roll under Section 41. A 1922 estimate of the number of aboriginal natives of Asia, Africa
or the Pacific (except New Zealand) enrolled on the Commonwealth electoral roll shows

no entries for Western Australia or Queensland.58

The issue of being able to vote was obviously very important to Muramats. As his lawyer,
Le Mesurier, stated in the Court of Petty Sessions, “He has all the rights and privileges
of a Britisher, not only in our State but everywhere else, except this particular right that

he values so much and that he is anxious to establish his claim to.”59

Muramats’s next step was to appeal to the High Court to review the Perth magistrate’s
decision. There is provision for the High Court to hear appeals from lower courts
exercising federal jurisdiction, and in Muramats’s case, the Court of Petty Sessions in
Perth was indeed doing this because it was dealing with a matter of Commonwealth law,
i.e. the Constitution. (Although there are statutory requirements for special leave to be
granted for the High Court to hear appeals from Federal, State and Territory courts, in
Muramats’s case there is no indication this was granted.) This became the case:
Muramats v Commonwealth Electoral Officer (WA), the first High Court case relating to
Section 41 and the only one until the 1970s.

Four High Court Justices heard Muramats’s appeal in Perth: Chief Justice Sir Adrian
Knox, Justices Frank Gavan Duffy, Hayden Starke, and Henry Bourne Higgins. Since
its inauguration in 1903, the High Court has had the practice of sitting in the capital
cities of Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania once each year
if there is sufficient business to warrant it. Muramats had particularly wished to put his

appeal before the High Court in Perth, rather than face the added expense of going to

57 NAA: A10078, 1923/10, p.59. Judgement by Magistrate W.A.G. Walters, 19 June 1923.

58 NAA:E1945/1 PART 1, p.65. An estimate based on figures supplied by the Commonwealth Electoral
Officers in each state in reply to a request by the Chief Electoral Officer on 20 February 1922. Memo,
3 April 1922.

59 NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.35. Transcript of the appeal in Court of Petty
Sessions, Perth, 11 June 1923.
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the eastern states.60

However, in a final blow to Muramats’s aspirations, the High Court judges unanimously
decided that a Japanese person, born in Japan, must be treated for the purpose of the
electoral act as being an aboriginal native of Japan as well as of Asia or the islands of
the Pacific. Justice Higgins summed up: “Muramats has not established what is
necessary under sec. 41 of the Constitution, that he has a right to vote for the legislative
assembly; and that therefore he cannot claim Commonwealth Enrolment by virtue of sec.
41.” As aboriginal natives of Australia, Asia etc could only vote if entitled under Section
41, Muramats was not qualified to vote.61 As the Solicitor-General wrote in an Opinion
on a different case, even though a naturalised British subject might expect to enjoy the
rights and privileges of a natural-born British subject, “a natural British subject who is
an aboriginal native of Asia, Africa or the Islands of the Pacific is not entitled to be
enrolled or to vote under the Commonwealth Election Act 1918-1919...762

Blood, it seems, was more important than any right.

The High Court’s interpretation of the phrase “aboriginal native of Japan” to mean “the
present Japanese...as contra-distinguished from the Europeans and Americans who
have settled in Japan in and after the nineteenth century”, was a colonial mindset that
equated Japanese with the indigenous inhabitants of Australia or New Zealand. This
may have caused Muramats particular distress, for the Japanese are proud of never
having been colonised by Europeans and hold their culture to be as sophisticated as that

of Europe. (This infers a Japanese colonial mindset of their own, of course.)

Unfortunately, we do not have any record of Muramats’s feelings on the matter; it seems
fair to assume, however, given the time and money he devoted to pursuing the right to
vote—an unexpected effort from a small businessman in an isolated country town—he
would have been greatly disappointed at the High Court’s verdict. We know from his
letters to the NT Parliamentarian H.G. Nelson that he felt keenly the disparity between
his financial and social position as one of the major pearlers in the North, and the
institutionalised discrimination that he had faced in his dealings with various
government departments over the years; the dismissal of his appeal to exercise all the

rights of a British citizen must have added to this feeling of persecution.

60 NAA: A10078, 1923/10, p.46. Passage from Le Mesurier’s affidavit to the High Court, 13 September
1923.

61 Tbid., p.5. Justice Higgins provided the longest judgement on the case Judgement, Muramats v
Commonwealth Electoral Officer (WA).

62 NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1, p.141. Solicitor-General’s opinion in reply to a query by the
Commonwealth Electoral Officer regarding aboriginal natives naturalised under the Nationality Act
1920. Attorney-General’s Department Minute Paper, 3 June 1921.
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The case attracted little interest in the press—it was reported drily in the West
Australian as an “interesting argument on the question of whether a Japanese born in
Japan has the right to have his name placed on the Commonwealth Electoral Roll”.

Muramats was described as a “wealthy Japanese merchant of Cossack”.63

Attorney-General’s Department files show a number of applications by “Asiatics” to be
enrolled on the Commonwealth electoral roll in 1921 and 1922. Many of these were by
Syrian residents who had been naturalised under the Nationality Act of 1920. Under the
previous Naturalisation Act 1903—1917 (Section 5), aboriginal natives of Asia, Africa or
the Islands of the Pacific (except New Zealand) had been disqualified from applying.
There was no such restriction in the Nationality Act 1920, but granting of certificates
was at the Governor-General’s discretion.64 However, in the Solicitor-General’s opinion
this still did not entitle these naturalised residents to vote in Commonwealth elections
because of the restriction of Section 39 (5) of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 19181919.
Most of these naturalised immigrants, like Jiro Muramats, could not vote in
Commonwealth elections. Unlike Jiro Muramats, many of them could vote in State

elections—unless they lived in Queensland or Western Australia.

Part of the significance of the case Muramats v Commonwealth Electoral Officer (WA)
for the High Court was that it offered the court a rare opportunity to consider Section 41
of the Constitution. Interpretations of Section 41 vary, from broad—that it guarantees a
vote in Commonwealth elections to any person entitled to vote for the more numerous
House of a State parliament, to narrow—that it only applies to persons who were entitled
to vote in a State at the time of Federation. In the end, however, Muramats’ appeal was
rejected not because of a narrow interpretation of Section 41, but because as an
aboriginal native of Asia he was found to be disqualified from voting in Western

Australia.

Muramats’s case received due notice in the Commonwealth Electoral Office and the
Attorney General’s Department: on 27 April 1923 information on Muramats’s application
(which had not yet gone to court, so there is some question as to the date) was forwarded
to the Queensland Commonwealth Electoral Officer as reference material in a decision
as to whether another applicant for Commonwealth voting rights should be “properly

regarded as an aboriginal native of Asia”.65 On 12 September 1924 the Chief Electoral

63 NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1 ATTACHMENT, p.6. West Australian, 22 September 1923.
64 Nationality Act 1920, Part III, 7.(3). https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C1920A00048 (accessed
5 Dec 2019).

65 NAA: A406, E1945/1 PART 1, p.85. Home and Territories Department, memo from Chief Electoral
Officer to Commonwealth Electoral Officer Queensland, 27 April 1923.
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Officer forwarded copies of the Muramats case report from the Commonwealth Law
Reports to the Commonwealth Electoral Officers in each state, with instructions to

forward copies to their Divisional Returning Officers “for their information”.

Two years after Muramats lost his case in the High Court, an amendment was passed in
1925 to allow “naturalised Asiatics” to vote in Commonwealth elections regardless of
their race (Commonwealth Electoral Act 1925). “There is really no cause for alarm,”
Senator George Pearce commented reassuringly in the Senate debate on the bill, “since
there are relatively few naturalised Asiatics in Australia.”66 Under this legislation,
Muramats and his wife Hatsu did finally enroll on the Commonwealth Electoral Roll
after he moved to Darwin in 1929. The “aboriginal natives” disqualification for voting

rights was not repealed until the Commonwealth Electoral Act of 1961.

5. Darwin and Tatura

J & T Muramats experienced the relative decline in the pearling industry in the early
1920s. Cossack, in particular, was virtually deserted as a port. In 1929 Muramats
transferred five of his pearling luggers to Darwin and moved there himself. His brother
and sister-in-law had moved back to Japan in 1924, and his daughter Marie was still in
Japan, so he probably lived only with his wife Hatsu. He still maintained several of his
older boats in Cossack (Mars, Mavie, Medic and Clover) and kept the store open, under

management by Yoshio Shigeno.

During the 1930s J&T Muramats was one of the major Darwin pearlers. The Muramats’s
house was in Cavenagh St, Darwin, possibly near what is now a shopping mall. Friends
of the Muramats family remember them as refined people, who bought only the best
household goods. In public Hatsu wore only Western clothes, never Japanese kimono. A
detailed inventory of household items made by the Army after the Muramats were
interned provides a glimpse of their lives.67 It included such traditional Japanese items
as kimonos (Japanese girls took kimonos with them when they married as a kind of
dowry), chopsticks, silk cords and a “Japanese prayer box”, mixed with Western items
such as a toast rack, suspenders, and Venetian blinds, “a miscellany of sailing gear” in
the laundry and 28 fowls outside. Reading through this inventory gives a sense of how
we all accumulate things around us and reminds us how heartbreaking it must have
been to leave it all behind. It is likely that this property was destroyed when the house

was bombed in one of the Japanese air raids on Darwin.

66 NAA: AA1970/67, 16 GEO. V., Vol. 111, p.2603. Parliamentary Debates (Senate), 23 September
1925.
67 NAA: MP1103/2, DJ18118, p.6. Property Statement—prisoner of war, 22 December 1941.
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Jiro’s daughter Marie returned to Australia in 1930 and lived with her father and mother
in Darwin until she was sent to Rose Bay Convent, Sydney, for schooling in 1932.
Sometime between 1932 and the beginning of World War II, Marie married a Japanese
diplomaté8 and left Australia. Her father’s internment file gives her address as Lino,
Brazil. Marie’s departure from Australia was probably a relief to her parents later in
1941. On 8 December, following Pearl Harbour and Japan’s entry into World War II, all
Japanese and part-Japanese in Australia were arrested and sent to internment camps.
Jiro and Hatsu Muramats were “captured” and first sent to Adelaide River, then to

Tatura No. 4 Camp, Victoria.

Despite the Muramats’s long residence in Australia, Jiro was classed as an enemy
subject. At the outbreak of World War II he was even suspected of using Jarman Island
(near Cossack) as a base for enemy activities.t9 The Navy seized J&T Muramats’ luggers
and refitted some of them as patrol boats. One of them, Mavie, was the first sailing vessel
of the Royal Australian Navy to be sunk in action when she was later bombed by the

Japanese on 19 February 1942 at Darwin wharf.70

The war cost Jiro Muramats everything, all the rewards of his hard work in Cossack and
Darwin. The Property Statement in Muramats’s internment file shows, in addition to
the household goods mentioned above, Muramats’s other assets including his luggers at
Darwin and Cossack, four tons of pearl shell, and his properties.”t He arranged with E.dJ.
McKay (who used to be his manager in Darwin) to take charge of the property, but on 19
February 1942 the Japanese bombed Darwin and Muramats’ premises were damaged,
then later demolished by the Army. His accounts books and other property were not

salvaged.

Tatura, where Jiro and Hatsu Muramats were interned, is 180km north of Melbourne,
in orchard farming country, and the winters must have seemed very cold to the Japanese
coming from tropical Darwin, especially as heaters were banned for safety reasons. The
internment camps were built by Army engineers and consisted of galvanised iron and
timber buildings, fenced with a triple barbed wire perimeter. Tatura No. 4 Camp housed

Japanese families. Playing areas and school accommodation were provided for the

68 Editor’s comment: An investigation by the project members in Japan revealed that Marie was
married to a businessman.

69 NAA: A367, C71573. Naval Intelligence recommended that Muramats’s lease on Jarman Island
should be cancelled, as it could be used for a base. Letter from Officer-in-Charge, Commonwealth
Security Service in Western Australia, to Director, Security Service, Canberra, 6 December 1941.
70 NAA: MP138/1, 603/217/832, p.1. Letter detailing the fate of Muramats’s Darwin luggers. C.J.
Pope, Commodore-in-Charge, Darwin to the Secretary of the Naval Board, 14 April 1942.

71 NAA: MP1103/2, DJ18118, p.5. Muramats gave a complete list of his assets including property,
pearlshell and luggers, to the Army Copy of assets list dated 1 December 1935 in Muramats’s
Property Statement in his internment file.
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children. Although the basics of food, shelter and medical care were provided, it was a
life of greatly restricted freedom. News and mail were censored, possessions were limited,

and internees had no freedom to leave the camp.

In mid-1942 Jiro Muramats became sick and was sent to hospital. He made a will on 8
September, leaving everything to Hatsu, after debts were paid. The will is included in a
Controller of Enemy Property (Department of the Treasury) file.”2 His Service and
Casualty form notes that he entered Waranga Military Hospital on 10 September 1942
and died on 7 January 1943 of broncho pneumonia. He was buried at Tatura cemetery
on 9 January. After the war in 1964 the remains of the 46 Japanese who were buried at
Tatura were moved to the Cowra Japanese War Cemetery. Hatsu spent the rest of the

war alone in internment, except for support from other Japanese families.”

After the war, in late 1945, the Australian government decided to repatriate all Japanese
nationals except for certain categories which included naturalised British subjects like
Hatsu Muramats. Many elderly Japanese nationals who had lived in Australia for most
of their lives were not able to stay.” The first Japanese were repatriated in February
1946, and Hatsu was released early. We do not know the exact date, but a comment on
an Army list of Japanese internees withheld from initial repatriation notes “NBS

[naturalised British subject] Release approved some time ago by DG Security”.

Hatsu returned briefly to Darwin, then to Cossack, where she lived until 1957. Personal
reminiscences by friends of the Muramats family remember that she found people in
Darwin resentful of the Japanese and preferred to live in Cossack, although it was
virtually deserted by the 1950s. She may have been joined there by Theresa Murakami
and her children, the widow and children of Yasukichi Murakami.”? The Murakami
family, who first settled in Broome then moved to Darwin, were good friends of the
Muramats’s. Yasukichi Murakami, well-known photographer and inventor of a diving
apparatus, also died in internment at Tatura. The Murakamis returned to Darwin in
1957.

This 1948 Alien Registration form is Hatsu’s last photograph in the Archives.”® She gave
her occupation as “home duties”. When she finally left Cossack in 1957, it was to return
to Japan and live with her daughter Marie. She died in Yokohama in 1959.

72 NAA: A1379, EPJ1396, p.31.

73 NAA: MP1103/1, DJF18118, p.1. Muramats’s Service and Casualty Form, Internee, 24 July 1943.
74 NAA: A427, 1946/6/72, p.106. Department of Immigration file including this list of Japanese
internees who were not repatriated and why. Undated, poss. February 1946?

75 Editor’s comment: The family of Yasukichi Murakami’s eldest daughter probably stayed in Cossack
for a short period.

76 NAA: K1331, JAPANESE/MURAMATS H, p.1.
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6. Afterword

As I did this research I often wondered why Jiro Muramats stayed in Australia, in the
face of the official (and probably everyday) discrimination and official blocking of his
ambitions. Was it merely because he had built up his business here and could not return
to Japan without losing too much? Did he have friends here whom he did not want to
leave—he and his wife were by all accounts highly regarded in their community. Or
perhaps he loved or at least respected the “wide brown land” that he called home.

At first glance, these pieces of paper from old folders in the National Archives—
typewritten in fading ink, handwritten notes, tattered telegrams—seem insignificant
and unexciting. But each of them offers a tiny glimpse of people’s lives, and together
these glimpses build a larger picture. The paper “scraps” are precious relics to be
treasured for the window they open into the lives of those who lived in different times,

and what those lives can tell us about our own.
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Chapter 3
Jiro Muramats and his Cossack

Keiko Tamura

1. Introduction

I visited Cossack for the first time in September 2017 with two of our project members,
Mayumi Kamada and Yuichi Murakami. Cossack is a familiar name to those who have
studied the pearling history in Australia, but it is not an easy place to visit compared
with Broome, to which we could fly direct from Sydney with reasonably priced air fares.
However, we felt it was important to go to Cossack and see the place for ourselves, as we
were planning to reproduce Kenji Fujita’s sketchbook. As Mayumi Kamada writes in
her introduction, we were shocked not to find Jiro Muramats’ name on any historical
interpretive boards in the town and the museum, even though he had close and
important connection with the town for almost half a century. This realisation
motivated us to start this research project. Nevertheless, we only had fragmentary
information on him at that stage. It was rather difficult for us to know whether we should
be appalled by his historical absence or not. However, it was clear to us that more

research needed to be carried out on him.

In this chapter, I will start with a discussion on Jiro’s experiences as a student in
Melbourne in order to explore how his schooling influenced his business decisions and
his challenges to the Australian legal system later in his life. An examination of the
Australian political situation around the time of Jiro’s British naturalisation will shed
some light on the timing and reasoning of the latter very unusual decision for a Japanese
migrant. After his father’s death, Jiro returned to Cossack from Melbourne and started
to run the business with enthusiasm. Yet, that period coincided with the beginning of
the decline of the pearling industry and the loss of Cossack’s population to Broome.
Why did Jiro decide to stay in Cossack and how did he manage to sustain and develop

his business? These are the points that I am also going to explore.
2. Jiro and Xavier College!
Jiro Muramats studied at Xavier College in Kew, Melbourne, for two and a half years as

a boarder. He spent the impressionable period from 17 to 19 years old at the college.

We do not know why he was sent to Melbourne from Cossack, and why the Jesuit school

1 When Jiro Muramats was studying, the school was called St. Francis Xavier College. The school
was renamed as Xavier College at the turn of the 20t century, and has been known by that name for
over one hundred years. In this chapter, I refer to it as Xavier College.
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was chosen for him. He might have been introduced to the college by somebody, possibly
a Mr H. Furusawa of the Japanese Consulate, who was appointed as his guardian when
he was admitted.2 He was a devout Catholic throughout his life, but we do not know

when and where he was baptised.3

2-1. Xavier College traditions

Xavier College was founded in 1878 as a Catholic boy’s school by Jesuit priests at Kew
in Melbourne, and has been regarded as one of the elite private schools in the city.
Currently, about three thousand students from primary school to high school ages are
studying in three campuses. The Kew Campus where Jiro studied as a boarder
nowadays holds about 1000 students from Year 9 to Year 12. During the school’s early
years, with their reputation in the Jesuit education Jesuit priests from Ireland taught
the boys. There were a total of 166 day and boarding students in 1890, but the number
was reduced due to the recession in Victoria between 1893 and 1894. In 1897 when Jiro
studied, there were 89 students and 41 of them were boarders.4 The student number
was relatively small, but the Catholic churches and their followers in Melbourne held

big expectations for the College.

The Jesuit Society contributed greatly in the field of education. The main goal of the
College around 1900 was “to educate the sons of the wealthier Irish-Catholic classes to
the proper privileged position in society”.5 The privileged position of that time was to be
achieved by entering the University of Melbourne, and becoming a professional in
medicine, law or business, or working for the government. Towards the end of the 19th
century, Irish migrants in Australia were smaller in numbers compared to those from
England by 1 to 4 ratio.6 They were often looked down on by the Anglicans from
England. It was not easy for them to move into the mainstream of the society because of
their Catholic background. The teachers and students at Xavier College held strong
aspirations to challenge such a situation through their education.” The students were
trained to lead disciplined daily routines through their boarding experience, to learn to
have independent mind, and to articulate their view clearly in writing and speech.
Sports and music were regarded as important for nurturing their humanity. Such

aspirational spirits that the Irish young boys had must have influenced Jiro immensely.

2 Xavier College Archive, the College Fee Ledger for 1895.

3 Enquiries were made by Ms Catherine Hall, Xavier College archivist, to the Catholic churches the
College has associations with in the neighbourhood regarding Jiro’s baptism record, but it was not
found. His father was a Buddhist.

4 G. Dening and D. Kennedy, Xavier Portraits, Kew, Xavier College, 1993, p.63. When the College
reduced school fees, its student number recovered. In 1900, there were 93 boarders and 54 day
students.

5 Dening and Kennedy, Xavier Portraits, p. 3.

6 Tzumi Kobayashi et al. editors, Shinban Oseania o shiru jiten, Tokyo, Heibonsha, 2001, p. 41.

7 Greg Dening, Xavier: A Centenary Portrait, Kew, Old Xaverians’ Association, 1978, p. 129.
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The Irish immigrants’ position at that time was rather similar to the situation Jiro would
find himself in as a Japanese in Australia, and he followed the path of challenging the

socially privileged establishments in his life.

2-2. Jiro’s student life

When Jiro entered Xavier College, he could not speak much English. He reflected later
that he could only point to something to indicate what he wanted, but his fellow students
were sympathetic and kind to him.8 In his journal, Jiro kept some detailed records in
English of his interactions with his friends and their families, and on his trips with his
school friends.?® His detailed descriptions indicate that he had a fruitful student life with
close friendships. He was invited to their family homes where he was able to learn how

to conduct himself in the Australian social context.

His stay at the college of two and a half years was relatively short. He was called back
to Cossack when his father became seriously ill. After his death, Jiro was to succeed
the business with his elder brother, Tsunetaro, and did not go back to school.10 After
his return to Cossack, Jiro managed to keep frequent contacts with his friends by letters,
but the contacts were gradually lost. However, his friends did not forget about him.
Ten years after Jiro’s departure, Harold Cohen wrote his reminiscence of Jiro in the 1910

Xavier graduates’ magazine.l!

Jiro Muramats! What boy of 97 but remembers him well. He came to Kew from
Kobe, in Japan, and though he knew very little English on his arrival, still in a
short time he picked up the language marvelously well. His kindly and
gentlemanly disposition, together with the whole-hearted way into which he
threw himself into his surroundings, soon made him a universal favourite. It
used to be the fun of the world to see him going head over heels into a game of
football.12 In class he held his own, and the writer will long remember the tussle
between Jiro and himself for the mathematical prize of the sub-Matric Jiro finally

won, and the roof nearly went off the Speech Hall as he mounted the stage to

8 Xavier College Archive, The Xaverian, "The Past", 1938, pp. 115 - 116.

9 The State Library of Western Australia, ACC 3700. The provenance of Muramats Diary at the
State Library of Western Australia is not clear. Father Stephenson who worked for the College for
51 years probably was involved in its deposition to the Library. Teaching and editing magazines for
the College graduates for 49 years, he was in constant contacts with ex-Xavier students.  (G.
Dening, Xavier, p. 163)

10 Tn his 1899 naturalisation application, Jiro wrote his address as Kew and his status as student.
However, according to the Xavier College Archive records, he withdrew from the College in 1898.

11 Harold Cohen was the first Jewish student at the College. He studied law at University of
Melbourne, and had a successful career in business. He was also active as a military officer during
war. For further information on his life, refer to http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/cohen-harold-
edward-5712)

12 The Australian Rule Football with 18 players.
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receive his prize. His father died while he was at Kew, and the sad event took
him away. Since then he has been, I believe, in the West. Ihope he’ll come East

one day, for many an old schoolmate would like to see him.!3

Cohen’s reminiscence shows that he and Jiro were academic rivals but good friends.
Jiro wrote in his journal that he was invited to Harold’s family home for lunch and
afternoon tea on 17 December 1896.14 This happened a year before the Speech Day
ceremony that Harold wrote about above. The 1896 Speech Day took place on 10
December at the College. Harold received numerous prizes in various subjects, but Jiro
beat him in mathematics for the prize as well winning the composition prize. 15
Receiving the mathematic prize might not be a big surprise for Jiro, but winning the
English composition prize only a few years after his arrival in Australia was an amazing
achievement. The Cohen family probably wanted to celebrate the young men’s
successes by hosting a luncheon and invited Jiro to their family home. Harold’s father
was a wealthy Jewish businessman. For Jiro, it must have been a valuable experience

to visit them and see how a wealthy family in Melbourne lived.

The annual Xavier College Speech Day is held in December at the same hall where Jiro
received his prizes over 120 years ago. In Jiro’s time, the Speech Day was an important
public event. The names of prize winners were published in local papers and
Archbishop Carr of Melbourne was the main guest of honour in addition to other
important church people and diplomatic representatives. During the ceremony, stage
plays and music performances were presented, and the number of public audience
members exceeded those of students and their families. When Jiro was awarded the
prizes for the first time in 1896, Alexander Marks, Honorary Consul of Japan, was
attending the ceremony.'’6 When Jiro submitted his application for naturalisation in
1899 in Victoria, Marks gave his reference on Jiro as an excellent student. The basis of

his appreciation was the prizes Jiro won.17

In the third year of his study, Jiro achieved better results than the previous year. As
Cohen wrote, Jiro won the mathematics prize again. He also received prizes for
bookkeeping, French and music.'®8 The students who won prizes were given the honour

of kissing the Archbishop’s ring before receiving the prizes from him.

13 Xavier College Archive, The Xaverian, 1910, p. 18 - 19.

14 Entries in Muramats Diary (ACC 3700) at the State Library of Western Australia were probably
written later in Jiro’s life, but his entries on the school days are detailed on dates, time, names and
his thoughts. This indicates that the experiences left strong impression on him.

15 Advocate, 19 December, 1896.

16 Advocate, 19 December, 1896.

17 NAA: A712, 1899/K6473, p. 4.

18 Australasian, 11 December 1897, p. 37.
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2-3. Jiro’s life outside the classroom

Jiro actively participated in extra-curricular activities. The 1897 College athletic
carnival program lists him as honorary treasurer, which shows that his talent in math
and bookkeeping was used there.l® He was well-liked among his peers as Cohen
wrote.20 Furthermore, some of his classmates remembered him long after he had left
the school.

Jiro’s journal recorded various activities he had carried out with his friends and their
families. His closest friend was Frank O’Keefe (Francis O’Keefe), with whom he
travelled during school holidays. During summer and Easter holidays, Jiro stayed with
Frank’s sister in Kew.21 Over the holidays, Jiro visited various cities and towns in
Australia to widen his experience and network by meeting some important people in
Australia-Japan relations. In December 1896, he travelled from Melbourne to Sydney by
boat with Frank. He stayed in Sydney in January 1897 and met the Japanese consul
and Kanematsu company personnel before returning to Melbourne. In January 1898,
he travelled overland to Adelaide over ten days and met the Japanese Consul named
Parson in Adelaide. Thus, he visited Sydney, Adelaide and other regional towns as well
as met with some key persons, such as Japanese consuls and trading company personnel.

He managed to widen his network of acquaintances.

Some students with whom Jiro became friends excelled in their study. For example,
Frank O’Keefe received the prize in debating; Harold Cohen and Joe Lalor received many
awards. In the summer of 1898, Jiro met up with Joe Lalor and his father in Ballarat
and played tennis together. The grandfather of Joe was Peter Lalor (1827-1889) who
was a leader in the Eureka Stockade in 1854 during the Victorian Gold Rush, and he
later became a Victorian parliamentarian. Joe’s father was a medical doctor and the
family lived in the Lalor House in Richmond, which till stands on Church Street. dJiro
not only became friends with those bright young men, but as we see also visited their
family homes and played sports together. Such experiences would help Jiro to feel
familiar with the European way of life and customs in Australia. He got to know the
life style of people who were wealthy enough to send their sons to Xavier College, and

feel at ease for mixing with them. Jiro was no longer a peculiar Asian student from

19 Xavier College Archive, The Xaverian, “The Past”, 1938, p. 128. During Jiro’s time at the College,
the athletic carnival was an important annual event.

20 Father W. B. Mangan, who was Jiro’s classmate at the College, visited Darwin in 1938 and found
Jiro’s name among the church members. They met after many decades. He reported in the
Xavierian that Jiro and Frank O’Keefe resumed correspondence between them. (Xavier College
Archive, The Xavierian, “The Past”, pp. 115 — 116, 1938)

21 Frank O’Keefe became a Jesuit priest after he graduated and taught at the College for many years.
The correspondence between he and Jiro was not found. (Private information from Ms Catherine Hall
on November 2019, Xavier College archivist)
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Japan. He was respected by his friends and families, since he excelled in his study,
better than ordinary students at the school. Furthermore, he was genuinely liked

because of his gentle personality.

Jiro’s Melbourne years must have left lasting influences on him as an adolescnt he was
at the most sensitive age to different values. His academic achievements gave him
confidence and pride. Interactions with his friends and their families provided him
with opportunities to improve his social skills among the Europeans. It was crucial that
Xavier College was run by Jesuit priests who wanted to improve the socio-economic
status of Irish immigrants through educating their sons. The priest taught the boys not
only the importance of a disciplined way of life. They also taught them the value of
independent minds and articulation of their thoughts through speech and writing. Jiro
must have embodied the young Catholic men’s aspirations when they were excluded from
prestige and power in 19th century Australian society. Such experience, confidence and
pride that he gained at Xavier College became the source of Jiro’s motivation to engage
in business entrepreneurship and to fight against the bureaucracy regarding their

dominant ideology of White Australia.

3. The White Australia Policy and Jiro’s naturalisation

The life Jiro led was an unusual one for a Japanese who migrated to Australia towards
the end of the 19th century. He arrived in Cossack when Western Australia was still a
colony of Britain and became a naturalised British subject in 1899, before the Federation
of Australia. Most of the Japanese who had migrated to the country were indentured
workers who engaged in sugar cane and pearling industries. They returned to Japan

after their contract periods were over.

Nevertheless, there were some Japanese, such as his father, Sakutaro, who moved to
Australia as independent agents and started their own businesses. Yasukichi
Murakami, who was a contemporary to Jiro, was an example. Yasukichi was two years
younger than Jiro and arrived in Cossack at the age of 17 from Wakayama. He went
on to run his photographic studios in Broome and Darwin, and to engage in the pearling
industry. He became a significant leader in the Japanese community in Broome. Jiro
and Yasukichi were similar in their community status, arrival years, ages, and their
business careers. Both of them were interned during the Pacific War and died before
the war ended. Actually, their graves sit next to each other in the Cowra Japanese War
Cemetery. The difference between them was that Yasukichi remained a Japanese

national while Jiro become a naturalised British subject.

Jiro’s initial naturalisation application in Western Australia was rejected, but his
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application in Victoria was successful, which resulted in his naturalisation on July 1899.
This timing was very close to the Federation of Australia in 1901 and the passing of the
Immigration Restriction Act which officially legalized the principles of the White
Australia Policy. Why did Jiro decide to be naturalised? Was the timing of his
naturalisation determined by chance? His decision to naturalise was unusual for his

contemporaries, and influenced his life course greatly.

In this section, I am going to discuss Australian socio-political situation in relation to
the White Australia Policy between the time of Jiro’s arrival in 1893 and his acquisition
of the naturalised British subject status in 1899. Particularly, I would like to point out
that Western Australia was eager to introduce immigration restrictions to the “coloured
race” and to set the first legal framework in Australia. Jiro was most likely aware of
such changes in his home state, and he was probably motivated to obtain the naturalised

status in anticipation of restrictions.

Unfortunately, Jiro did not leave any writings which explained his private thoughts. By
examining Australian policies towards the Asians around that time, it might be possible
to speculate why he decided to naturalise. The important factors were Jiro’s
experiences in Melbourne, and Australian public and political sentiments towards the

non-Europeans around this period.

3-1. Anti-Asian sentiment towards the end of the 19tk century

Jiro arrived in Australia with his father in December 1893. After staying a few months
in Broome, he moved to Cossack in April 1894 where his father ran his business. The
15 year old spent one year at the local primary school and started as a his boarder in
Melbourne at Xavier College in April 1895. His experiences at school were explored in

the previous section.

During his time at Xavier College, he probably had opportunities to discuss Australian
political issues with his friends and their family members when he visited them at their
homes. Jiro was accepted not only as a friend of their sons, but also as a Japanese
student who won prizes at school. Various topics must have been brought out and his
views were sought. He had chances to learn about their attitudes towards Japan and
the Australian political situation. He also must have learned about general Australian

public sentiments.

Around that time, Australia was moving towards the federation. At the same time, the
policy on White Australia was being formed. Separate British colonies of New South
Wales, Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and Western Australia, were

going to form a federated independent nation. While there were some differences and
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conflicts among the colonies, they agreed on one particular issue: the anti-Chinese
sentiment. Many Chinese arrived during the Gold Rush in the 1850s and frictions
between white and Chinese miners became evident. The white workers were weary of
the Chinese because the latter were willing to work long hours under harsh conditions,

and hostility towards the Chinese started to emerge.

Such a sentiment started to be projected not just towards Chinese workers, but also to
other “coloured peoples” from Asia, Africa and the Pacific. The main source was the
dominant ideology of the white racial superiority to other races. However, there was
also a sense of weariness that other races would become strong competitors in the near
future. Alfred Deakin who held three terms as Prime Ministership in the first ten years
of Federation said, “It is not the bad qualities, but the good qualities of these alien races
that make them dangerous to us”. Particularly on the Japanese, he praised them as
well as gave warning by saying “It is their inexhaustible energy, their power of applying
themselves to new tasks, their endurance and low standard of living that make them

such competitors”.22

3-2. The anti-Asian legislation in Western Australia.

Western Australia was the first Australian jurisdiction which set a legal framework in
1897 to restrict all the coloured immigrants with some exception to Asian indentured
workers. This move must have made Jiro contemplate the Asian people’s future in
Cossack. The background to the legislation was as follows. When the Gold Rush
started in West Australia in the late 1880s, it was discussed how to legally restrict
inflows of the Chinese in the light of problems in the Eastern colonies during the Gold
Rush. Various measured were introduced, such as head taxes at land, and number
restriction of Chinese passengers according to the ship tonnage, but they proved to be
ineffective. In Pilbara, a law was passed in 1886 which banned Chinese and Asian

miners for five years after the gold discovery.23

The anti-Chinese movement started to widen its scope to other non-white population.
At the inter-colonial conference in March 1896, it was decided that each colony should
handle the matter legally to restrict the Asian influx.24 Since the British Empire was
fundamentally a multi-racial entity, the British government was concerned if Australia
would enforce obviously discriminatory laws to ban the non-White admission. As a
result, it was decided that the Natal System in South Africa, which regulate the

22 G. Blaney, Shorter History of Australia, Milsons Point, Vintage, p. 135.

23 L. H. vanden Driesen, “Immigration and Immigration policy in the post-convict period”, in Essays
on Immigration policy and population in Western Australia 1850-1901, Nedland, University of
Western Australia Press, 1986, p. 117.

24 yanden Driesen, p. 130.
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admaission of new arrivals according to their educational levels, was going to be adopted.
The system determined whether an entry permission was given or not by the result of a

50-word dictation test on a particular language.

The Immigration Restriction Act was presented to the Western Australian Assembly in
1897, and the Natal System was duly adopted. Whether a test should be carried out or
not was not clearly spelled out; it was to be carried out “when the person is asked by an
officer”. As Premier Forrest of Western Australia said, “While not mentioning anything
as to coloured races, aliens, or British subjects, the Bill can be administered in such a
way as to prevent the introduction of undesirable persons ... ”.25 Western Australia was
the first jurisdiction to pass the restrictive law in order to control Asian immigration.
Consequently, it became the first colony to establish the White Australia policy which

effectively banned the entry of non-European migrants.

Yet, there was an issue to be resolved as the circumstances were different between the
south and the north. Western Australia occupies a vast area which is about one third
of the Australian continent. Its settlement started later than eastern regions and the
population was sparse. Furthermore, the attitudes towards Asian workers were
contrasting between Perth and the Pilbara-Kimberley region. In the south, restrictions
on Asian workers were strongly argued, while, in the north, Asian workers were
indispensable for its development due to the low population and harsh climate.
Particularly, the pearling industry could not be sustained without Asian workers. If a
restrictive law towards Asian workers was passed for the whole colony, it would cause
serious problems to the north. On the other hand, the assembly members from the
south were concerned that Asian workers who would arrive in the north eventually

wanted to move southward in search for better employment in urban areas.26

In order to solve this conflicting problem, Premier Forrest established the Immigration
and Imported Labour Registry Acts in 1897. In the Acts, Asian workers could be
introduced to the area north of Latitude 28 degrees South. They could only work for
pre-arranged employers and they were banned from moving in search for new jobs after
their contracts expired.2?” The acts allowed the northern business owners to secure a
cheap workforce from Asia, while the southerners gave a sigh of relief to know the Asians
could not inundate their cities from the north. The Acts presented a clever solution to

the complex issue although they were very restrictive laws for the Asians workers.

25 vanden Driesen, p. 132.

26 yanden Driesen, p. 134 - 136.
27 Latitude 28 degrees South runs north of Geraldton on the western coast of Western Australia.
Pearling was carried out north of this area, and Kalgoorlie where gold mines were, is located south.
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I.H. vanden Driesen of the University of Western Australia concludes the attitude of
West Australians towards Chinese people were as follows: Some opposed to the anti-
Chinese mentality and acknowledged the Chinese workers’ contributions to the region
whilst it was totally inconceivable for any of them to see the Chinese as independent
agents who would engage in important economic activities.28 The same principle was
applied to Asian workers in the north. Their labour input was indispensable to sustain
economic activities in the area, but their labour should be under the control of European
business owners since their independent economic activities were completely out of

question.

It 1s not possible to substantiate what Jiro learned and thought at Xavier College.
However, his experiences at school and in wider social circles would probably stimulate
his thoughts on his future direction in Western Australia. The Immigration Restriction
Act in Western Australia was established in 1897 and this legislation demonstrated the
trend that the restrictions would be widened from the Chinese to “coloured races”. While
the hard-working nature of the Japanese workers was acknowledged to a certain degree,
Jiro must have been aware that they were also regarded as a future threat. In order to
develop his business in Cossack, he would have realised that being a Japanese
businessman should not be enough. This was most likely why he decided to become a

naturalised British subject.

After Federation, naturalisation of non-Europeans was banned in 1903. Those who
were not naturalised did not have the right to vote, to purchase a property, to obtain a
license for pearling or to own pearling luggers. It is not possible to know how Jiro
anticipated the coming changes while he was studying in Melbourne. However, he

could foresee how limiting his future prospects would be if he did not naturalise.

4. Jiro and the Cossack Japanese Association

The exact number of Japanese residents in Cossack towards the end of the 19th century
was not recorded. Australian surveys only provided rough estimates of Asian resident
numbers. The Post Office Directories of Western Australia which were published since
1893 recorded the names of residents in Cossack, but the names were limited to well-
known settlers of the community.2? J. & T. Muramats appeared in the directory for the
first time in 1902 and the listing continued until 1944. Other names of Japanese were

listed but their number was not large. Thus, it is not easy to estimate the number of

28 yanden Driesen, p. 123.

29 The Western Australia Post Office Directories were published between 1893 and 1949. They were
digitized and uploaded on the internet by the State Library of Western Australia. The link is:
https://slwa.wa.gov.au/explore-discover/wa-heritage/post-office-directories
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Japanese residents from the directories.

Meanwhile, the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs carried out a survey on overseas
Japanese organisations in 1909, and reported on the Cossack Japanese Association.
The report allows us not only to estimate the size of the community, but also to learn
purposes, roles, and activities of the association.3 The names of the Muramats family,
Sakutaro, Tsunetaro and Jiro, are on the association committee member lists, which
shows the important roles the family, particularly Jiro, played for the Japanese

community.

4-1. Organisation and activities of the Cossack Japanese Association

The Cossack Japanese Association was established in October 1897. The survey report
includes activity reports of the first ten years until June 1907. At the time of its
foundation, the association purchased a building for 40 pounds for the office, and
appointed eight committee members from whom a president, a vice-president/treasurer
and a secretary were chosen. The members paid 5 shillings each for their joining fee,
and 1 shilling each as their monthly fee. The fees were used for relief payments, burial

costs, sympathy monies and association administration.

The Association’s goal and tasks are written in the 3rd Clause of the Association Rules as

follows:

By uniting and acting together among the Japanese residents in the region, the
association aims to consolidate general administration relating to the Japanese,
to correct bad behaviors, and to maintain the dignity as Japanese nationals.
Externally, we aim to eliminate barriers so that our rights will increase. In this
way, individual welfare would improve and the national prestige of the [Japanese]

Empire would be demonstrated.

Namely, through uniting the Japanese residents who were socially disadvantaged,
efficient administrative procedures to be carried out, and bad life style and behavior of
some residents would be corrected through watching each other. Furthermore, it aimed
to remove some social barriers and improve Japanese residents’ rights for better living.
In addition, the community would put effort in demonstrating their national prestige to

Australian people.

The 4th clause outlines the association activities as follows: negotiations with Australian

and Japanese governments on behalf of the members; administrative assistance on

30 National Library of Australia, mfm O 2303, formerly at mfm G 16, 159-16,180.
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various paperwork; investigations requested by the authorities; research and execution
of matters which would benefit or harm the community; control of public morals;
assistance on postal matters; interpretation and translation assistance on criminal
matters.

The association aimed to assist the members who were not familiar with the language
and culture of Australia. It provided help in handling administrative procedures. In
case of emergencies, it offered monetary assistance and procedural help. When a death
of a member or his/her family took place, condolence money of 5 pounds was paid. 2
pounds were presented for a birth, and a certain amount was offered as “relief money”

for those who required some financial assistance.

Many indentured workers from Japan had problems in understanding not only English
but even reading and writing their own language. As pearling was a perilous industry
to engage in, the members must have felt a sense of relief when they knew the association

would assist them in time of need.

The association also expected its members to be proud Japanese nationals who would
demonstrate the prestige of their home country. The association was founded in 1897,
a few years after the Japanese victory in the Sino-Japanese War; Western countries
began to recognize Japan’s military power. In the same year, the Western Australian
Assembly passed the Immigration Restriction Act while the anti-Asian sentiment
increased its vigor. Thus, being Japanese could be a source of pride as well as a social
liability.

Sakutaro was appointed to the top position of chief executive and treasurer at the start
of the association. After his death, Tsunetaro succeeded to the presidency and
continued to serve either as the president or committee member until June 1900. In
July 1900, Jiro became the association leader when he was appointed to be executive
officer and treasurer. He was only 21 years old, but he was well respected in the
community. He was the second son of the Muramats family, mastered English through
his study in Melbourne and treated European residents on equal terms. The Ministry
record shows that Jiro continued to involve himself in the association either as the

president, vice-president, or committee member.

4-2. Japanese cemetery donations

The number of the association members in 1907 was 52 (including 4 female members),
but the number of its foundation members was much larger as the 1898 donor list for
the first stage restoration fund of the Japanese cemetery shows. The total amount of
the first stage donation was 88 pounds 17 shillings. The donors included four

businesses and 123 individuals. Interestingly, there were 26 women among them.
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Since those women were financially independent, they recorded their own names as
donors. The largest donor was J. & T. Muramats of 8 pounds. Most of donations were
around one pound or less.3! There were 23 people who donated one pound and out of
23, 8 of them were women. 26 people (including 9 women) donated 10 shillings. These
women donated a similar amount to the men. Some of the women were probably

Karayuki-san, namely prostitutes who worked in the town.

Brothels existed in Cossack since 1888.32 There was also a brothel in Roebourne
between 1890 and 1900 and many Japanese women were working there.33 Many
women experienced hard times after leaving Japan at a young age, but some of them
managed to save enough money to invest in pearling luggers or to operate a money-
lending business.3¢ Having their names in the donor list indicated that those women

could decide how they would spent their own funds.

Most of those who made donations were in Cossack, but 26 lived in Onslow.35 Onslow
is about 350 km by road and 300 km by sea from Cossack. Pearling luggers operated in
vast waters along the Pilbara coast collecting pearl shells. The fact that the Japanese
in Onslow made donations to the Cossack Cemetery indicated that those two
communities had close relationships. Japanese residents in Onslow and Carnarvon
sent money to the Japanese associations in Cossack and Broome so that the money could
be forwarded to their Japanese families safely. 36  In this way, people and money moved
along the coastal communities and Cossack was one of the hubs along with Broome.

The local paper reported that a lantern festival was held at the cemetery on 30 August
1898 to mark the completion of the first stage of restoration. According to the report,
local Japanese residents assembled at the cemetery at night for singing and dancing,
possibly for Bon-dancing.3” The second donation drive was held in 1903 to collect 34
pounds 10 shillings in total. There were 62 donors, among whom 5 were women.38 The
donor number and amount were much smaller than the first drive. It could be because

the Japanese population had decreased or the necessary restoration work was much

31 Sakutaro Muramatsu died on February 1898. His burial might have triggered the donation drive
for the cemetery restoration work.

32 D. C. S. Sissons, “Karayuki-san: Japanese prostitutes in Australia, 1887-1916 — I” Historical
Studies, Vol. 17, Issue 68, p. 334.

33 W. A. Thompson, “Cossack, 1890-1900”, The State Library of Western Australia, ACC867A, p. 2.

34 D. C. S. Sissons, “Karayuki-san: Japanese prostitutes in Australia, 1887-1916 — I” p. 331.

35 Northern Public Opinion and Mining and Pastoral News, 20 December 1898. Jiro as the
association treasurer reported donor names and their donation amounts.

36 G. Gin, “Nanpo no doho”, the Asahi, 23 June 1903. The article was written by a correspondent
who was on board a Japanese warship, Matsushima, which visited Carnarvon.

37 Northern Public Opinion and Mining and Pastoral News, 3 September 1898, p. 4. The article
reports a strange ceremony carried out by the Japanese, but it does not have discriminatory or hostile
tones.

38 The female donors probably had their own income. The amounts were either 10 or 5 shillings, but
they were in the positions to make donation in their own names.

159



smaller than the first stage.

4-3. Cossack Japanese Association Saving Bank

The association offered another important service through its saving branch, which was
established as a saving and lending bank for the members. The saving bank members
would buy one stock for 10 shillings and deposited 10 shillings every month by the 10th
day. The deposited money was paid back once every 12 months with some interest
which were collected from borrowers. Members could also borrow money with a
relatively low rate while non-members needed to pay at a higher rate. Their own shares

could be mortgaged for borrowing up to the 80 % of their value.

The Japanese Association played the role of a cooperative for the Japanese residents who
were disadvantaged socially in Australia. They lived far away from home and did not
receive any direct assistance from their home government. They also did not have much
capability to deal with the Australian system. The association provided them with a
club house where they could gather and share their culture and language; it provided
social and financial assistance to the members. It is significant to know that Jiro played
the central role in the association. He demonstrated his leadership as well as his

English and administrative skills in the community.

5. Jiro in Cossack

Cossack was a vital port since the sea travel was the only means to reach the area of the
north-west of Western Australia. The port was opened in 1863 and initially named Tien
Tsin after the first boat, but it was later renamed to Cossack in 1872 after the boat which
brought the governor of Western Australia to the port.

In this section, I will firstly discuss the development of Cossack in the light of socio-
economic changes in Pilbara region; I will secondly explore characteristics of Jiro’s
business activities in Cossack. After his father’s death, Jiro actively explored various
business opportunities. The largest venture was his pearling business which started in
1906 and its details are discussed in the chapter by Yuichi Murakami. In this section.
I am going to explore how Jiro maintained his business base in Cossack while the centre
of pearling industry gradually shifted away from there. Although he moved to Darwin
in 1929 with his wife, Hatsu, with the aim of venturing into a new territory in pearling,

he continued to maintain his business in Cossack.
5-1. Settlement of Cossack and Asian indentured workers

The settlers first started to run pastoral stations in the 1860s in the Pilbara region.

Severe summer heat and cyclones brought challenges to them on top of their problems
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in securing water, but some managed to succeed.3® Cossack was vital as the only port

to ship out wool and to land new arrivals from the south.

Such circumstances forced pastoralists to find other sources of income. Pearl shell
collectingstarted in the 1860s to supplement their income during quiet times at the
station. At the beginning, shells were collected by beach combing at low tide. Later,
harvesting was carried out from small boats with Aboriginal workers as divers. In 1866,
W. Tays caught 9 tons of shells and some pearls, and large-scale pearling operations in
the area started.4 The industry needed to rely on a non-European work force.
European workers’ numbers were too small and diving was considered too dangerous for
them. Initially, Aboriginal workers were brought in and in the 1870s, the “Malays”
mainly from Timor were employed. In 1875, 57 pearling luggers were registered at
Cossack and about 1000 “Malays” and 500 Aborigines were working for the industry.4!
Then the number of “Malays” drastically declined to 13 in 1876. The main reason was
that the Dutch colonial government introduced a guarantee system where employers
needed to pay 200 florins per worker.42 Subsequently, Aboriginal workers were
recruited, but when diving suits with helmets were introduced for off-shore diving, they
were not keen to work with the gears. From 1888 onward, “Malay”, Chinese and

Japanese workers carried out the diving work.43

Sakutaro arrived in Cossack soon after the Japanese started to work in the pearling
industry. The total population of Cossack in 1890 was 1093; non-European residents,
namely the Asians, numbered 976. Yet, over-harvesting caused the decline in Cossack
and the industry shifted its centre to Broome. Furthermore, the port had a problem
with silting by sand at the river mouth. Consequently, larger boats could not reach the
wharf because it was too shallow. In 1904, a new wharf was built on Point Samson and
cargo shipping moved there. In 1910, a tramway connected Point Samson to Roebourne.
This brought to Cossack an end as a port town, and eventually the town was

amalgamated with Roebourne.

Asian workers were not the only group who arrived in the area. In 1887, a gold rush
started in the northwest after gold was discovered and gold miners who were dreaming
of finding their fortune reached the Pilbara. Yet, the Asians were not involved in the
rush. The experience of frictions between European and Chinese miners in the

Victorian gold fields made the Western Australian government ban Asian and African

39 Kathy De La Rue, Pearl shell and pastures, Cossack, The Cossack Project Committee, 1979, p. 25.
40 De La Rue, p. 73.
41 De La Rue, p. 77.
42 De La Rue, p. 78.
43 De La Rue, p. 80.
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miners from obtaining mining rights for five years after the gold discovery.44¢ Gold
digging in the Pilbara had a chronic problems in securing water. When new gold was
found in Coolgardie and Kalgoorie, the miners quickly moved to the new fields.45 The
settlers who were already in Cossack before the gold rush ran various business to cater
for the miners.46 The pearling industry and the gold rush brought many people to the
area from various backgrounds and wealth followed. Stone buildings, such as the court

house and the police station were built in the 1890s.

5-2. d. & T. Muramats and Cossack

Sakutaro Muramatsu opened a shop in Cossack in 1891, soon after Japanese workers’
arrivals, and the gold rush in Pilbara. His shop was located in the section which was
known either as the Jap Town or the China Town. The main clients were the Japanese
who worked in the pearling industry, but local Europeans also knew about the shop.47

In May 1895, the stock take showed that there was 333 pound worth of goods in the shop.
48

Jiro left for Melbourne on June 1895 and returned in February 1898. Sakutaro and
Tsunetaro ran the shop while Jiro was away. After his father’s death, Jiro succeeded
the shop and took various business initiatives when he formally named his shop as J. &
T. Muramats after the two brothers’initials.  Tsunetaro probably returned to Japan in
the early 1900.

The decline of Cossack as a port town started around 1900, which coincided with the
time Jiro commenced his business as a new owner. Kathy De La Rue, who wrote a
history of Cossack and Roebourne, concluded that Cossack’s history virtually ended in
1910 when it lost its municipal status. Thereafter, according to her, its population
declined and shops were closed. 4 It was true that nobody was left after the last
Japanese residents were sent away to internment camps when the Pacific War started.
History displays at the Court House Museum in Cossack do not mention Jiro’s name.
However, our research shows that Jiro actively carried out his business operations locally,
regionally, and internationally from Cossack as his base. After he moved to Darwin to
explore new frontier for his pearling business, he continued to come back regularly to
manage the business with Yoshio Shigeno as his trusted manager. His tie with Cossack
was maintained throughout his life. In the remaining section, I am going to discuss

activites and characteristics of his business in Cossack.

44 De La Rue, p. 86.
45 De La Rue, p. 90.
46 De La Rue, p. 92.

47 A. W. Thompson, “Cossack, 1890-1900”, p. 3.
48 “Muramats Diary”, the State Library of Western Australia.
49 De La Rue, p. 130.
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5-3. Jiro’s business expansion

Initially, the main store clients were Japanese residents. In the 1890s, a considerable
number of Japanese people were living in Cossack. The 1901 census indicated 72
Japanese in Cossack?0, but bigger number were there, particularly during the season
when lugger crews went on land. The number gradually declined as the industry

shifted away.

Muramats Store was a general store which sold a variety of items, including groceries
and hardware such as nails. Goods were ordered from businesses in Perth and
transported to Cossack by ship. Fresh vegetable and fruits were purchased from nearby
market gardeners.51 Furthermore, some items were ordered directly from Japan and

shipped to Cossack.52

Jiro’s business initiative became evident in advertising. J. & T. Muramats started to
advertise in the local paper in February 1899.53 The advertisement read: “J. & T.
Muramats, Jap Town, Cossack. Merchants and Importers; Japanese and other Curios
always on hand; The best place to purchase pearls and pearl shells”. The obvious aim
of the advertisement was to find new customers outside the Japanese community, and to
publicise the business with its ranges of goods among the coastal communities, such as
Onslow and Carnarvon as well as to the pastoralists and their station hands in inland
Pilbara. From 1909 onward, the business listed its name in bold font in the West
Australian Post Office Directory (equivalent to the modern Yellow Pages) every year.54
Between 1914 and 1919, his business put half-page advertisements. The 1914
advertisement lists Muramats business name, store address, and telegram address as
well as its trade as “Pearlers, Storekeepers, General Merchants & Importers”.
Furthermore, the advertisement says that the business is an agent for Taihei Life
Insurance Co., and other new agencies would be accepted. A note, “All communications
attended to promptly” indicates a new customer did not need to worry about dealing with
a Japanese store. From 1915, additional mention was made of the business as a buyer
of pearls and mother of pearl shell for cash. The advertisements were to bring in new

customers as well as to connect with other businesses through agencies. Jiro was

50 De La Rue, p. 106.

51 Karratha City Library Muramats Collection, MUR14. An invoice on watermelons from a Chinese
shop in Roebourne in 1924.

52 Karratha City Library Muramats Collection, MUR14. An invoice from the Shimada Jirosaku Shop
in Kyoto on 13 October 1926 lists grains, legumes, fabrics including bleached cotton cloth, and cotton
wool.

53 Northern Public Opinion and Mining and Pastoral News, 11 February 1899.

54 The West Australian Post Office Directories were digitized by the State Library of Western
Australia and is accessible on the internet on the following link: https://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/explore-
discover/wa-heritage/post-office-directories.

163



confident to serve European customers in English efficiency. As the population in
Cossack was declining, he wanted to bring in wider trade through mail and telegraph

orders.

The Karratha City Library holds the Muramats Collection, which includes some
correspondences from the station owners and their employees to the store. They are
valuable records not only to show the range of store items but also to look into the way
of life at remote stations. Fabric for dresses, silk singlets, soap and tennis shoes were
probably ordered by station owners and their family; shaving razors, cotton singlets and
rubber-sole “Tabi” [Japanese jikatabil were ordered by a station hand who enclosed a
torn-off newspaper advertisement just to confirm what he wanted.55 For station works,
nails, water-carrying bags, fuel, and powder ink for stenciling wool packs were ordered.
On the back of each order letter, the store’s carbon copy reply was typed, which shows
the store handled every order with care. For example, a woman who used to live in
Pilbara wanted to order two pairs of children’s tabi socks. The manager asked her to
allow three months before filling the order since they needed to be shipped from Japan.56
In another case, a station hand sent some cash and asked the manager to convert it into
a money order before sending to another address. This shows the shop and its

management were trusted by their customers.57

Jiro was keen to invest in his own business facilities and equipment. He purchased a
large Republic truck, imported from the United States in May 1924.58 The arrival of
the vehicle was such big news that it was reported in the local paper. The truck was
fitted with a canopy and it was probably used to transport goods and cargo to Point
Samson, and between Cossack and Roebourne. The shells were exported overseas from

the Point Samson wharf after being transported by the truck from Cossack.

5-4. Property acquisitions

Jiro purchased many properties in Cossack. Expansion of his acquisitions helped to
develop his business and also to heighten his social status in the community.

The first property Jiro bought in 1904 to build his private residence, prior to his marriage
to Hatsu Noguchi, was Block 151. In Cossack, residential zones were unofficially
segregated for European and non-European residents. The Europeans lived near the
wharf where public buildings, such as customs, police and court house were located with

hotels and shops close by, while the Asians lived in eastern end of the town and further

ot

5 Karratha City Library Muramats Collection, MUR28, MUR29, MUR30.

6 Karratha City Library Muramats Collection, MUR55, MUR56.

7 Karratha City Library Muramats Collection, MUR38.

8 The Daily News, 3 May 1924. Jiro’s name was publicised as one of the prominent customers who
had purchased Republic vehicles in the company advertisement.

S
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towards the cemetery beyond the sand dunes. The block Jiro purchased was in the
eastern end of the European zone, facing to the main street. This indicates that he was
getting closer to joining the European community, but not totally integrated as one of
them.?® In 1907, he bought a block where Northwest Mercantile shop was standing and
used it for lugger crew’s residence and a laundry workshop.6® The block was situated
in the best location next to the wharf and this marked the fact that Jiro had joined the
mainstream of the European community. His venture on pearling started in 1906 and
he probably needed to secure working space near the wharf. The shop itself also moved
from the Jap Town to the town centre. Later, he also owned the Customs building and
Weld Hotel which also ran a bar near the wharf. In 1915, half of all the properties in

Cossack were owned by Jiro. 61 He also owned some properties in Roebourne.62

In an expanding town, property acquisitions are regarded as a symbol of increasing
wealth and power while Jiro’s acquisitions took place when the town population was

dwindling. A closer examination reveals his business strategy.

The Customs building next to the wharf is a historical building of thick stone walls and
it withstood numerous cyclones. The interior is used for art exhibitions and events.
The building was bought by Jiro for 400 pounds when the customs finished its
operation83 and used for storing pearl shells and boat equipment. Kenji Fujita who
worked on a lugger owned by Jiro between 1925 and 1938 drew a picture of the building
in his sketchbook and call it “Turtle Shop”. He wrote “The building was unusually
impressive for such a remote town. We used to visit there as it was large and inside
was cool”.64 The Turtle Shop referred to a turtle meat canning factory of Montebello

Marine Company, which will be discussed later.

5-5. Diversified business operations

Another characteristic of Jiro’s business in Cossack was his diversified business
operations. J. & T. Muramats offered shop sales to Japanese residents, and served new
customers’ orders by mail and telegraphs. In addition, he started agency business and
became agents of a Japanese life insurance company and an Australian insurance
company. In 1939, the business became an exporting agent of asbestos.65 Large
asbestos veins were discovered in Yampia Gorge and Wittenoom, near Mulga Downs

Station in Pilbara, which was owned by Lang Hancock who eventually became the

59 G. Nayton, “The archaeology of market capitalism: a Western Australian perspective”, PhD thesis,
University of Western Australia, 2012, p.138.

60 Nayton, “The archaeology of market capitalism”, p. 211, p. 223.

61 See Maxine McArthur’s chapter.

62 NAA: MP1103/2. DJ18118, the asset list in Jiro Muramats internment records.

63 T. Tuckfield, "Cradle of North - West settlement, Old Cossack", Western Mail, 29 March 1951.

64 H. Matsumoto et al, Fujita Kenji Sukecchi bukku: Nishigoshu Kossakku tuiso, 2018, p. 28, p. 73.
65 The West Australian, 8 April 1941.
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mining king of Australia, and large-scale asbestos mining operations started in the late
1930s. Mined asbestos were transported to Point Samson and Cossack to be shipped out
to domestic and overseas markets. We do not know when Jiro started his asbestos
business, but he held some white asbestos sample in 1935 at his office in Darwin.66
Asbestos were sent to Nissan Shokai in Kobe. However, it was not a profitable trade
for him and caused some financial losses, that triggered wage non-payment problems for

Japanese workers in Cossack and for Manager Shigeno.67

The major agency operations were closely connected to his pearling business. Although
the shelling centre had shifted to Broome, some luggers continued to work along the
Pilbara coast and in the vicinity of Montebello Islands. Those boats came to Cossack to
land their shells as the port was much closer than Broome. Meanwhile their boats were
resupplied with water and food while the crew had some rest. Jiro owned the hotel near

the wharf, where the crew would drop in for drinks.

The pearl shells which were landed in Cossack were stored temporarily in Muramats’
storage until export procedures were completed for overseas shipment. J. & T.
Muramats received agent fees for landing, storing and exporting the produce. The
luggers which docked in Cossack bought water and food from Jiro’s store. An owner
directed Muramats to provide meat to the crew if they wanted. When the boat
required some repair work, Jiro organized it. His laundry business catered for the
visiting crew as well as for the local residents. Muramats also traded pearling luggers
on behalf of their owners. This business brought in not only trading fees, but also some

sales put conditions to the buyers to purchase their supplies through his business.

As previously mentioned, the Customs Building was bought by Jiro for 400 pounds.68
At the time when Montebello Marine Company was starting a canning factory, he
swapped the building’s title deeds to the company shares. The business was to catch
green turtles, process their meat, and export tinned meat to London. Turtle meat was
regarded as an expensive ingredient for gourmet soups, jelly and cosmetic oils. The
company commenced its trade in 1933 but failed a few years later. The factory was
closed in 1936.69 This case demonstrated Jiro’s use of a real estate asset for a business
investment. He utilised his real estate not only for his own business operations, but

also as investment capital.

66 NAA, MP1103/2, DJ18118. Jiro’s asset list in 1935 includes asbestos sample in a paper bag.
Asbestos mines in Pilbara were closed in the 1960s after causing serious health damages to the
miners and their family. The area is out of bounds now.

67 N. Jones, Number 2 home: A story of Japanese pioneers in Australia, Fremantle, Fremantle Arts
Centre Press, 2002, p. 31.

68 T. Tuckfield, Western Mail, 29 March 1951.

69 F. Kiperman, "Cossack, Draft Volume I: Conservation Management Plan”, 2018, p. 34.
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In addition, various products were traded by J. & T. Muramats. In October 1929, old
copper and old metal were exported to Singapore; in June 1928 and January 1929, turtle
shells were shipped to London; in July 1931, shark fins were caught and 500 kg were

produced in two years.

5-6. International business

Jiro’s strength was most evident in his international business operations. In the late
19th century, Japanese companies such as Mitsui and Kanematsu commenced their
trading between Japan and Australia. Jiro did not rely on the Japanese companies; he
explored his own business network and dealt directly with overseas buyers. Pearl
shells were exported to London and New York markets from Cossack. The shells sent
to New York were sold by the Otto Gerdau Company to the market, and it was Jiro who
instructed selling prices to Allan Gerdau, the company head and one of the most powerful
pearl shell dealers. The correspondence between Jiro and Allan Gerdau revealed very
interesting exchanges between them. Predicting a relatively low market price, Gerdau
advised Jiro to sell at 39 cents per pound on 30 December 1926, but Jiro insisted the sale
should not take place unless the price was 42 cents. His reason was that a higher price
was anticipated due to wage hikes which caused smaller numbers of luggers to sail out.
He thought the total production was reduced; thus the price would go up. On 4
January 1927, Gerdau again advised Jiro to sell; Jiro’s response was to sell only at 41
cents. If not sold, he told Gerdau, all the stock was to be stored. Gerdau’s next advice
was to sell one half at the lower price and to store the rest, for the market prices were
not getting higher.?0 In this case, Jiro’s anticipation did not materialize, but it was
obvious that Jiro was confident enough to instruct Gerdau who literally controlled the
pearl shell market in New York.  dJiro believed he had sufficient information to make a
judgement on the selling price. In addition, it was surprising that the telegraphic
communication between Cossack and New York was amazingly efficient in 1926: five

telegraphs were exchanged in ten days.

As Jiro was not satisfied with the price in the New York market, he approached J. H.
Vavasser Company, a wholesaler of jewelry materials, in London on March 1927. He
wrote that he would like to directly deal with them so that to “avoid what appears ... to
be market manipulations on the part of the dealers”. In the letter, he mentioned a J.
Nash who had introduced him to the company in order to secure their trust, and proposed
a business deal which would benefit both parties. The London company expressed an

interest but it was not clear if the deal was actually made or not.”! This example clearly

70 J. & T. Muramats records, The State Library of Western Australia, ACC 6792A.
71 J. & T. Muramats records, The State Library of Western Australia, ACC 6792A.
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shows Jiro’s international entrepreneurship.

Jiro’s instructions to Gerdau and approach to the company in London showed that he
had access to efficient means of communication as well as that he was knowledgeable on
the domestic situation, overseas market movements and marketing routes. He was
capable to make commercial decisions based on the information he had. He had access
to the information on the pearl shell market movements in Europe and New York so soon

that the newspaper reported the movements based on Jiro’s information.?2

Jiro’s borderless activity was not limited to his pearl shell trade. The north-west region
of Western Australia relied solely on sea transport around that time. Owning pearling
luggers meant possessing the means of transportation, so that he could move people and
goods freely across the wide area. Pearling luggers were capable of fishing along the
coastal area and sailing between coastal communities, and they were seaworthy enough
to sail across the Banda Sea. His lugger took some indentured worked back to

Tanimbar Islands and brought back new recruits to Darwin.?

6. Conclusion

The narrative of the existing history on Cossack was written from the European settlers’
point of view and it concludes that Cossack’s gradual decline started in the early 20th
century. Jiro’s business expansion in Cossack coincided with the period. He
maintained his tie with Cossack through his regular visits to the store even after he and

his wife moved to Darwin.

Jiro must have convinced that Cossack offered potentials to expand his business
operations. As its population declined, Jiro tactically transformed a general store
which had solely served local clienteles into a much bigger business through

diversification.

Jiro ran his business from the remote community in Western Australia’s northwest by
utilising postal and telegraphic services as communication methods, and by investing in
his business, such as a purchase of a new American truck for land transport. He offered
services to pearling luggers from larger areas, such as landing their catch in Cossack,
re-supplying for the boat crew, providing boat repairs and handling shell export
procedures. As for exporting pearl shell, Jiro carried out his own shipping to London

and New York from Cossack and Point Samson instead of rely on other trading

72 Northern Times, 23 November 1932. The newspaper reported the lower shell prices at the London
market as the information from Jiro Muramats.
73 H. Matsumoto, Fujita Kenji Sukecchi bukku, p. 97.
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companies. He further initiated a proposal to the London wholesaler when he was not

happy with the dealers in London and New York who charged fees as middlemen.

Jiro was respected by his fellow Japanese as well as local Europeans not only as a
businessman but also as a gentleman with kind disposition. Yet, when the Pacific War
started, he and his wife were captured as enemy aliens to be interned at Tatura
Internment Camp in Victoria. He died there. When his wife tried to return to Cossack
after the war by herself, there was opposition to her return due to the anti-Japanese
sentiment. When she finally returned to Cossack in the 1950s, she ended up grieving
deeply as her house and store were ransacked. dJiro’s end was tragic, but this research
finally made it possible to reassess his life from his student period in Melbourne to his
business activities in Cossack. This study aimed to shed some new light on Japanese
business activities in remote Australia in the early 20th century. Furthermore, Jiro’s

footprints which seemed to have disappeared could be rediscovered.
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Chapter 4
Home visit in 1920: Jiro Muramats’s personal life and his character

Hiroyuki Matsumoto

(translator : Yuriko Nagata)

1. Introduction

In late April, 1920 (Taisho 9), Jiro Muramats left Cossack for Japan. It was his second
return to Japan since his father, Sakutaro, had brought him to Australia in 1893. His
first return trip to Japan was in 1899, so 20 years had passed. His fragmentary records
of his visits to Japan are archived in the State Library of Western Australia in Perth,
where they are categorised as a “diary” or “pocketbook”. The contents consist of
memorandum-like entries in both Japanese and English. There are many public records
on Jiro Muramats, however this diary is an extremely interesting document because it

reveals his personal life and his personality. !

Muramats’s diary has been referenced by researchers including D.C.S. Sissons?, who is
regarded as the pioneer researcher of Japan-Australia relations and the history of
Japanese activities in Australia, and P. Oliver3, who carefully examined Japanese
commercial activities in Australia. However, examination of what they have written
shows that they did not fully examine the contents of this diary, which was written in
simplified Japanese cursive writing. Reading such text is difficult, even for native
speakers of Japanese except scholars of Japanese history today. To fully make sense of
what he wrote, we need information about the background of the Muramatsu Family, as
well as the historical and social context in Japan at that time. In addition, to fully
understand what he wrote, it is also necessary to understand the relationship between
Jiro Muramats as an employer, and his employees. Although this is only one case study
of a Japanese merchant, it could contribute to any further investigations. Other chapters
of this volume will discuss the various life stages of Sakutaro and Jiro Muramats, Jiro’s
business activities in the pearl shell industry, his importation of equipment for shelling,
Jiro’s success with his naturalisation, his struggle with voting rights, and his internment
- all of these happening under the restrictions of the White Australia Policy. This chapter

describes Jiro’s personal activities during his return home to Japan.

1 State Library of Western Australia (hereafter SLWA), ACC3700A.

2 D.C.S. Sissons (c1985) Muramats, Jiro in Papers of D.C.S. Sissons Australian National University
Archives: ANUA 312-6972, Australian Dictionary of Biography subject files, ‘MURAMATS, Jiro’.;
D.C.S. Sissons, Muramats, Jiro (1878-1943), Australian Dictionary of Biography.
1986(http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/muramats-jiro-7689),. accessed online 30 September 2019.

3 Pam Oliver, Citizens without certificates or enemy aliens? Japanese residents before 1947, in J.

Beaumont et al. (eds.) Under Suspicion: Citizenship and Internment in Australia during the Second
World War, National Museum of Australia, 2008, pp. 125-141.
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2. Home visits by pearl shell fishermen from Thursday Island

Jiro Muramats was a successful businessman who ran J & T Muramats Store and also
operated ten pearl-shell luggers. Before examining Jiro’s diary, I would first like to look
at how Japanese workers took goods and money when they went back to Japan after
completing their work contracts. When any Japanese returns home from overseas, they

always follow the Japanese tradition of bringing gifts with them.

Shotaro Takimoto was a pearl-shell labourer who worked on Thursday Island, and his
story 1s typical of such labourers. Takimoto worked in the pearl-shell industry in Torres
Strait for five-and-a-half years from October, 1924, to February, 1930, and left on
February 8. He kept a daily diary and never missed a day. Takimoto was a very
methodical person and he recorded minor details to the last page of the diary. 4 In 1930
he recorded how he spent his money during his voyage home, after he landed in Kobe,
farewell gifts he received, and so on. The items on these lists confirm what we know of
Japanese traditions of gift-giving. Jiro Muramats was a successful businessman, but
what Takimoto recorded shows how Japanese migrant workers also participated in the

remittance economy.

Senbetsu (a farewell gift of cash) is one such example which might be peculiar to the
Japanese culture.5 On Thursday Island, Japanese migrant workers were grouped
according to their home towns and each group owned its own boarding house run by a
club. The club not only worked as a social club, but also looked after its members’ daily
needs, including providing loincloths and work pants for newly arrived men, and
collecting contributions from members towards funerals when members died. The club
also sent the money of annual care packages to member’s families in Japan twice a year.
Typical packs contained a bag of white rice (60 kg) , sugar and dried noodles. The club

also allowed small amounts of money-lending among its members.

When the workers completed their contracts, the club organised farewell money. The
amount was decided in accordance with their place in the work hierarchy — £2 for head
divers, £1 for other divers, 10 shilling for tenders, engineers and other crew members.
The amount which each person contributed was based on rates pre-determined by the
club. Takimoto was an engineer who received a total of £25 from 40 individuals. That

equalled three months’ income for him. His home town was Susami and people from

4 H. Matsumoto, A record of pearl-shelling on Thursday Island - The Diary of Takimoto Shotaro, self-

published document, 2016.
5 H. Morsbach, “Seiyojin no mita nihonjin no zootoofuuzoku” in M. Ito & Y. Kurita (eds.), Nihonijn no
Zoto, Mineruba Shobo, 1984, pp.164-175.
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there were one of the largest groups on Thursday Island, so if there was more than one
person going home, farewell money must have been quite an expense. According to
Takimoto’s diary, he spent 3 pounds 10 shillings in 1928, and 4 pounds in 1929 (1 £ =9.5-
10 yen).6

Takimoto’s purchases of gifts to take home included a bag of sugar, which cost 1 pound
12 shillings. Queensland, the state where Thursday Island was located, was the major
region for the sugar industry in Australia, so sugar must have been much cheaper than

in Japan.

During his return to Japan, he stopped at Davao, Manila, Hong Kong and Nagasaki. He
noted that at Manila many peddlers came on board in the morning and sold things to
the passengers.” He bought two cartons of Manila cigarettes (14 shillings) and a buffalo
horn (10 shillings). These were probably intended to be gifts for relatives and neighbours.
At the next stop, Hong Kong, he bought three blankets (48 yen 50 sen) and one overcoat
(28 yen 50 sen). He also bought two Hong Kong boxess, a kind of storage box. An overcoat
and a Hong Kong box were bought on behalf of a friend, which is something friends and
acquaintances on Thursday Island sometimes asked for. In Hong Kong international
money exchange was available and the exchange rate was 1 pound = 12 yen 35 sen. In
Kobe, he bought one large and one small wrist watch, totalling 55 yen, and a suitcase
(11 yen 50 sen). These would have been regarded as very luxurious items back home in
the small town of Wakayama. The total of all these purchases was still under the total

of the farewell money he received on Thursday Island.

However, the shipping cargo cost from Kobe to his home town was 6 yen 50 sen. The
reason for this high charge was that as well as his own belongings, his freight included
many items belonging to 11 of his friends on Thursday Island. They included a koori (a
straw storage container) and other items which contained children’s clothes, a blanket,
photos, letters, and twelve yards of flannel. Flannel was a very soft material which was
used for underwear under the diving suit. This material was very popular as it was made
into warm underwear for their ageing parents. Takimoto had previously asked the same

of other friends who were going home.

In addition, Takimoto was also asked to carry cash. The amount for each person varied

from 10 shillings to 20 pounds. He carried cash totalling 66 pounds 10 shillings because

6 The purchasing power of the yen at that time was 0.15 yen for 1.5 kg white rice, 0.35 yen for 1.8 litres
of sake, 0.1 yen for a haircut, and 0.45~0.80 yen daily wages for an adult male.

7 Matsumoto, 2016, p.345.

8 According to Kii Minpou (newspaper) of September 30, 1986, a resident of Koza in Wakayama
donated a storage box to the town’s Cultural Heritage Commission. The box was brought back by a
Japanese migrant worker returning from Australia. The dimensions were 77 X 43 X 55 cm. It was likely
to be a Hong Kong box.
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he was an honest and precise person, and so was well trusted. They wanted him to carry
small amounts to be given to their family members and Takimoto had himself previously
asked the same of others. The list of bank transfers to his family which Takimoto
recorded in 1929 indicates 15 pounds in 1924, 71 pounds in 1925, 90 pounds in 1926, 70
pounds in 1927, and 97 pounds in 1928. He also asked the friends to carry cash every
year. Judging from the amount transferred, he sent home the majority of his income. He
was the eldest son of the family and his remittances supported his struggling parents,

and five other brothers and sisters.

On each envelope which contained money it was indicated what the amount was for, such
as “for cigarettes”, “pocket money”, or “for lollies”, and with other details such as the
name of the person the money was for. The entire amount of cash and draft, including
his spending money during the journey home and his wage draft of 603 yen and 15 sen,
was entrusted to the chief perser of the Tango Maru of Nippon Yusen. Nippon Yusen

offered such services to prevent thefts during the voyage.

Shotaro Takimoto worked as a cook and an engineer on a pearl shell lugger for five-and-
a-half years, hierarchically speaking just ones of lower level. Judging from the entries in
his diary, he seemed a very thoughtful and responsible person towards his parents and
siblings. The majority of the presents were for his family. In addition, he also provided
updates to families of his friends working back in Australia after arriving in Japan. The
example of Takimoto tells us much about how giving gifts and social obligations are

involved when a Japanese returns to Japan.

3. dJiro Muramats’s journey to Japan

Since he had come to Australia in 1893, Jiro had last visited to Japan in 1899. This latest
trip to his hometown, Fujieda in Shizuoka, in 1920 and around a quarter of a century

later, was to be his last visit to Japan.

Jiro’s younger brother Saburo, who was accompanied by his new wife Aya, had been in
Cossack again since 1917. While Jiro was absent, Saburo was to look after Jiro’s business.
Saburo’s granddaughter has a memorial photo taken in Roebourne just before Jiro’s
departure to Japan. The photo includes Jiro, Saburo with his wife and daughter Sumiko,
business friends in Cossack and two senior crew members of the pearl-shell lugger
belonging to T & J Muramats Store. Aya recorded the names of business friend and
senior crew members on the back of the photo. The photo was dated April 20, 1920, with
the words “seeing off my big brother”. According to the Jiro’s Certificate of Exemption of
Dictation Test (hereafter CEDT)? papers, the departure of the ship was on April 20th,

9 NAA Jiro Muramats K1145/1920/45A CEDT (Certificate of Exemption from the Dictation Test).
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leaving from Point Samson. This means that they must have all quickly moved from

Roebourne to the port by tramway.

I would like to do the text critic of the CEDP papers tentatively in relation to the
memorandum of Jiro’s diary. According to Jiro’s daughter, Haru’s CEDT papers!0, she,
probably with her mother, had already departed from Point Samson for Japan on
January 4, 1919. However, Jiro wrote in a passport application to the Governor of
Shizuoka saying 1! “My eldest daughter (Haru) had arrived in Japan on February 8 this
year to entry the primary school in Japan” after arriving in Japan. It is extremely
unlikely that Jiro made a mistake about his own daughter’s return date. The correct
date of Haru’s departure from Australia must have been January 4, 1920. Therefore, the
date included in the CEDT must have been incorrect. Jiro’s wife Hatsu and Haru already
arrived in Japan on February 8 to prepare the Australian-born daughter to become
accustomed to life in Japan. The purpose of Jiro’s visit to Japan was to view Haru’s

schooling and living in Japan.

The return home of a Japanese such as Jiro who had been a success overseas for 20 years
was a big event. Jiro had become a pearling master owning 10 luggers in Cossack, while
also managing a successful shipping and trading business. He had investments worth
200,000 yen, which was an outstanding amount for an individual businessman.!? In his
passport application, he declared 1000 yen for return travel costs, which meant that he
was probably travelling first class, and 1000 yen spending money. His carry-on luggage
was worth 10,000 yen and in addition he declared that he had also separately sent other
luggage. The amount and value of the luggage and gifts he took on his trip to Japan
reflected his status, as well as the pride of someone who had succeeded overseas.
Japanese who spend many years overseas tend to remain more traditional than
Japanese in Japan, and this comes with a sense of obligations and hierarchy in
relationships. As a result, he prepared gifts very carefully. His detailed records, such as
whom he visited on, what gifts he gave, and what he received in return show his careful
and methodical character. An early indication of this was that when he was a student at

Xavier College in Melbourne, he was awarded for excellence in the subject of accounting.
4. Singapore and Hong Kong
Jiro left Cossack on the vessel Charon and made a brief stop at Broome, where he

contacted Pearling Master A.C. Gregory and Yasukichi Murakami, who placed an order

with him for pearl-shelling equipment. Jiro also obtained addresses and details of

10 NAA Marie Haru Muramats K1145/1918.137
11 SLWA, ACC3700A
12 SLWA, ACC3700A.
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jewellery stores in Singapore. At that time there was no direct passenger shipping from
Western Australia to Japan and passengers had to change ships at Singapore. During
his stopover in Singapore, Jiro arranged various errands and meetings with old friends

who used to be in Cossack and Broome.

Singapore was the centre for labourers from eastern Indonesia and many Japanese
migrant workers also lived there. Jiro had a business meeting with Kamejiro Tokumaru,
of Tokumaru Bros., during his stopover. The Tokumaru brothers from Oita pref. went to
Cossack at about the same time (1890) as Jiro’s father, Sakutaro, arrived there. They
established their main office in Cossack, which was later moved to Broome. They had
branch offices in Perth, Melbourne and Singapore. The brothers ran a retail store, a

finance business and an employment agency for pearl-shell workers.!3

Jiro also had to do various errands for his friends in Cossack. He visited a friend in
Singapore who was in hospital, posted mail for Japan, bought a set of jikatabi (workers’
footwear), had a watch repaired for Yoshimatsu Masumoto,!4 and he purchased and sent
toothbrushes and Japanese rice from Singapore to Cossack for someone else.
Furthermore, he was asked by Mrs Hamano to order a brooch with a fine design. Jiro

also sold natural pearls in Singapore.

Another errand Jiro did during his stopover in Singapore was to arrange the purchase
of equipment for pearl shell collecting. It is not clear if this purchase was for himself, or
was the requested purchase for other Australian pearlers. Particularly in Singapore, but
also in Hong Kong, Jiro researched the price of second-hand ‘muntz metal’(brass) sheets
and placed an order. The muntz metal in place of the former copper was used to protect
the hull of pearl-shell luggers under the waterline. This muntz metal covers needed to
be cleaned and Japanese workers called the cleaning work Kabasuri. “Kaba’ is the

Japanese pronunciation of “copper”.

The most important errand he needed to do was to purchase gifts on behalf of Japanese
relations. He wanted to find things which were particularly exotic for certain important
associates. Singapore was particularly a good place for that. There were, of course,
commercial centres in the south-east of Australia, such as Sydney and Melbourne, but
he knew that Singapore and Hong Kong were easier places for shopping as they were on

the way from Cossack to Japan.

13 N. Jones, Daini no Kokyo — goushu ni watatta nihonjinsenkushatachi no monogatari [Number 2
Home: A story of Japanese Pioneers in Australia/, Soufusha Shuppan, 2003, pp.152-153.

14 NLA: mfm O 2303/5, Gaikoshiryobunsho. According to the Kanji character (W) of this record,
Cossack was called Kooseki among the Japanese residents in Cossack at that time. H. Matsumoto et.al
(eds.), Fujita Kenji Sukechibukku — Nishi Gooshuu kosakku tsuisoo [A Memoir of Cossack, Western
Australia] p.108.
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In his diary he listed some of the gifts under the heading of “Singapore”, and these
included a tiepin, collar, tobacco pouch, singlet and fabric. In addition, the list included
a few more items that had been requested by his wife Hatsu — two dolls, Java calico
fabric, dinner mats made of cane, and six sarung cotton materials for aprons and cushion
covers. This materials for aprons was intended for Jiro’s youngest sister, Yasu. She had
married into the Kato family in Honjo-ku Mukojima, Tokyo, in March 1907. Jiro’s wife
Hatsu and daughter Haru were staying with this Kato family after arriving in Japan

and Hatsu borrowed aprons from Yasu.

After arriving in Japan, Jiro carefully recorded the gifts with detailed descriptions and
prices, and whom those items were to be given to. Among the items were handbag, a
scarf, and a toy koala bear which was to be given to a boy. The koala bear was worth £3
(approx. 30 yen), which was a rather expensive gift for Japan at that time. Compared to
the more practical gifts in Shotaro Takimoto’s diary, Jiro Muramats’s selection of
furniture in his home!5 shows upper-class standards which he may have acquired

through mixing with boys from rich families during his time at Xavier College.

Today in the home of the Kinoshita family, which includes Saburo’s grandchildren, there
1s a photo of Jiro in white trouser and black jacket on board taken on May 14, the day of
his departure to Japan from Singapore. Also in the photo were Otomatsu Murakami,
Kamejiro Tokumaru and Mr Miura (Tokumaru’s brother-in-law in Broome) as well-
wishers. They were all merchants and businessmen who Jiro had known from Cossack
and Broome since the 1890s. Jiro noted on the back that the photo was taken by Mr Torii
of the Taiwan Sugar Company. Mr Torii must have been the Nobuhei Torii who was an
agricultural engineer and a graduate of Tokyo Agricultural University. He was a pure
and simple agricultural engineer who made his name by constructing the underground
dams to improve land quality for growing sugar cane. He went to India and East-India
(Indonesia) to conduct research, and probably met Jiro in Singapore when Jiro was on
his way back to Japan. They were both from the same region in Shizuoka and Torii was

five years younger. They must have hit it off well with each other.

Jiro didn’t record much during his stay in Hong Kong, although he did research the
prices of second-hand muntz metal sheets. His main purpose was to purchase gifts. He
only listed cigars, tobacco, gold metal buttons for coats, and white flannel. However, he
bought a lot more. He bought gifts for his sisters and their families, as well as his wife,
Hatsu’s family. They included number of ivory chopsticks, combs and hairpins, all of

which he must have bought in Hong Kong.

15 The photo held by Kinoshita family.
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5. IndJapan

Jiro arrived in Kobe on May 29, 1920.16 He travelled extensively with Hatsu around the
country for about 5 months until they left Japan from Kobe on November 11 of the same

year. Their main purpose was to pay visits to relatives.

One of the most important purposes he had to fulfil during his stay in Japan was to send
money he had been entrusted with by his friends back in Cossack to various families,
just like Takimoto had done for his friends. In his diary, he noted some place names, all
of which provided many contract workers for the pearl-shell industry in Australia. They
included Nishimukai, Kozagawa, Kushimoto, Taiji of Wakayama pref., Ujiyamada of Mie
pref, and Hakui of Ishikawa pref.. The amounts varied from five to 20 pounds. A senior
diver entrusted Jiro with 100 pounds for his wife. 100 pounds was then worth 900~950
yen, which was a large amount. Jiro must have made such large amounts into drafts at
the Yokohama Specie Bank in Kobe. According to Oliver, Jiro had dealings with the
Australia Union Bank in Broome.l” He could have arranged the transfers of these
amounts to families in Japan through the Yokohama Specie Bank in Sydney, but Jiro did

not have dealings with that bank in Australia.

In Singapore and Japan, Jiro was busy with various errands, but more than half of his
diary entries in Japan were lists of gifts, names of people and their addresses, and
various amounts of money to be delivered to them. These lists amount to nine pages of

the diary, which is an indication of how precise he was.

One example is the gifts to the families Jiro’s sisters, Uta and Yasu, married into. They
seem to have been reputable families. Uta married into a doctor’s family, the Shimas of
Osaka, Koraibashi. Yasu was married into the Kato family of Honjo-ku, Tokyo. The
occupation of Mr. Kato is unknown. Although he seems to have resided in Hirano-
Umemoto-cho, in Kobe around November, 1916, it is uncertain!8, Judging from the list
of gifts given to these two families, Jiro took much care with his selections, especially for
the Kato Family. When Saburo, Jiro’s younger brother, returned to Japan from Cossack
in 1915, it seems he stayed with the Kato family temporarily. Also when Haru, Jiro’s
daughter, returned to Japan to go to a Japanese school, she and Hatsu stayed with them

for a few months.

16 Normally it would take about a month from Cossack to Kobe via Singapore and Hong Kong. Jiro
must have spent about a week in Singapore.

17 P. Oliver, Japanese Merchant Family Business in Western Australia: Growing the Japanese Trading
Network under the White Australia Policy, in David Black and Sachiko Sone (eds.) An Enduring
Friendship; Western Australia and Japan, Past Present and Future, the University of Western
Australia, 2009, p.64.

18" Among the papers held by the Kinoshita family, there is an envelope dated November 20, 1916. It

is addressed to Saburo Muramatsu c/o Ryo Kato at the Kobe address.
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Jiro prepared gifts for the Shima family: three pairs of ivory chopsticks, 2 combs, 3 pins,
5 yards of Java calico for making aprons, and a woman’s handbag, all amounting to 40
yen. Gifts to the Kato family included a tiepin (worth 30 yen), a handbag (2 pounds), two
ivory combs, ivory pins and two dolls (one of which was a koala bear), gold metal buttons,
a scarf, and four yards of apron material. As mentioned earlier, Hatsu and Haru had
stayed with the Kato family, so Jiro prepared gifts specifically for each member of the
family: the tiepin for Ryo Kato, the handbag for the younger sister Yasu, gold metal
buttons for the eldest son, the koala bear for the second son, the other doll for the
youngest daughter, and the scarf for the mother of Mr Kato. Jiro carefully considered
what was best to get from Singapore and Hong Kong for these individuals. The gifts were
all expensive. Jiro even gave 35 yen to the employees of the family, including three maids.
He wanted to show his gratitude to the entire family where his wife and daughter had

been looked after.

6. Arriving in Fujieda

Jiro arrived in Fujieda, Shida gun, Shizuoka pref. on June 2, only 4 days after arriving
in Kobe. It was his first visit hometown in 27 years. Haru was attending primary school?
while living in her aunt’s house and Jiro had not seen her for five months. He must have
been worried about how she was managing in Japan as she had spent her early childhood

in Cossack.

According to Sissons, Jiro’s birth place was recorded as Kobe.20 However, Jiro gave
Shizuoka as his birth place in his personal details at Tatura Internment Camp when he
was interned.2! It is unknown where Jiro actually spent his time before 1893 when he
was taken to Australia by his father. In the diary, it was noted that he was in Fujieda in

1891. In December, 1892, he /eft Fujieda for Kobe and in January in the following year,

19 The History of Fujieda City No.12, City of Fujieda ed., 2008, p.150. According to this publication,
there was one

primary school which was the predecessor of the present Fujieda Primary School. The school was east
of Rengedera Pond in Fujieda and north of the present Fujieda Primary School.
20 D.C.S. Sissons, Muramats Jiro (1878-1945), Australian Dictionary of Biography.
21 NAA MP1103-2. In this record it is not shown where his mother resided. It is possible to prove the
oldest son Tsunetaro and the second son Jiro’s connection with their hometown Fujieda, but it is
impossible to do so with the third son, Saburo, the oldest daughter Uta and the second daughter Yasu.
Judging from the family register, there is a description which says that birth certificates for the oldest
and the second daughters were transfered from Kobe to Fujieda. The oldest daughter was born in Kobe
in September 1887. This means the mother, Sada, was in Kobe then. Sada died in December 1907, but
was in Kobe when Sakutaro died in 1898. She was present with Saburo, Uta and Yasu at the British
Consulate in Kobe for signing papers to endorse the inheritance to go to Jiro in October, 1898 (State
Records Office of Western Australia, hereafter WASRO): S59 cons 3458 1898/044). Therefore, this shows
that the family of Sakutaro Muramatsu moved to Kobe after the third son was born in 1884. However,
the family had already established bases in both Osaka and Kobe. This means dJiro could have been
looked after by his parents’ relatives in Fujieda, where he did his schooling. Jiro joined his father in
Kobe when going to Australia.
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he returnedto Fujieda from Kobe. Judging from these descriptions, Fujieda must have
been the place where Jiro spent his childhood. In his diary, Jiro noted that he left Fujieda
for Kobe in May again and in July saw his father Sakutaro, who had just returned from
Cossack. Jiro and his father left Japan on November 10, and arrived in Broome via
Singapore on December 10. Jiro’s father had planned to take Jiro to Australia for a long
time. In July 1892, Jiro also noted that he completed the self-education of the Second
Readers and he had probably been already told by his father about going to Australia.2?

This familiarity with Fujieda explains why Jiro gave certain gifts to certain people at
Fujieda in Japan. He used individual names for members of relatives by marriage, but
used organisational names for neighbours in the community such as Ikushinsha,
Minatoya, Enshuya, or trade names such as butcher, fishmonger, blacksmith, barber,
and lantern shop. Judging from this, the Muramatsu family’s home was located in the
commercial district on the old Tokaido road.23 The descriptions he used show familiarity
with the area, confirming that he did grow up there. To 17 shops in the neighbourhood
Jiro gave a furoshiki (wrapping cloth) worth 50 sen. To those with whom he had more
dealings, he added a packet of rice crackers to the furoshiki. To other relatives, in a total
of 16 persons, he also gave a furoshiki with a box of Japanese cakes. For some families
he added Australian Signalsoap24 and one yard of Java calico. All items were either food

or items for daily use.

Generally speaking, overseas Japanese settlers, particularly when both parents were
Japanese nationals, tried to send their children to Japan for primary and secondary
schooling. For example, Toyosaburo Mise and Yasukichi Murakami of Broome, Western
Australia, and Tsurumatsu Shiosaki, Jirokichi Nakata and Yasubei Nishi of Thursday
Island in Queensland, all sent their children to Japan. Jiro and Hatsu Muramats sent
their daughter Marie Haru to Jiro’s hometown, Fujieda, for her primary and secondary

education.?5 Jiro’s purpose was not only to visit his relatives and old friends, but also to

22 According to the family tree of the Muramatsu Family, Hikohachi (Hikobei) Muramatsu (Sakutaro’s
great grandfather) started to work in a merchant family, which formed the beginning of the Muramatsu
family’s venture into the business world. After having served for some time, Hikohachi was given the
chance to be independent and he ran a rice shop. He then married in Fujieda, but his wife died 2.5
years after giving birth to their first boy. Hikohachi worked as a subcontractor of a rice merchant for
the Edo Shogunate. He often stayed in Osaka and Nagoya. After a while, he established his own rice
business in Osaka, Dojima, and remarried. There is no information available about his second wife or
his life in Dojima. He died at the age of 52 and was cremated in Dojima , Umeda, but his ashes were
taken to Futoin temple in Suruga (Sizuoka). Hikoroku, the eldest son of Hikohachi in Fujieda, became
the main successor who also worked in commerce. In short, the Muramatsu family had been involved
in commerce for two generation before Sakutaro.

23 According to the detailed town map of Fujieda included in archives of Fujieda City Museum (ed.
1953), the family home where Jiro returned to stay was situated in the Sakae shopping district. In the
2019 survey of the district, stores and buildings such as the Tomioka Inn, Ikushinsha, Ensuya, and
Tokosei (barbershop) still exist there.

24 Signal soap was produced by W.H. Burford and Sons in South Australia from the late 19 Century to
1960s. It was also widely used in Western Australia.

25 There is a photo of Haru and her aunt, Kou, taken at the Tanabe professional photo studio in Fujieda.
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confirm how his daughter was being looked after by her aunt Kou. By paying appropriate
consideration to the neighbours and old friends, Jiro hoped that they would be kind to
his daughter in return. Gifts to these people included practical items as well as cash. He

gave each 30 yen to his aunt Kou, and aunt Nagata.26

After Jiro completed his round of greetings, he started receiving gifts from the
neighbours from June 6 to 9. This is a Japanese custom of giving back which is called
otame or outsuri. Most of the gifts were foodstuffs, including eggs, sashimi, pickles and
fresh bonito. The value ranged from 50 sen to one yen. Fujieda is located slightly inland
from the coast, so people must have enjoyed seasonal fresh bonito fish directly brought
in by bicycle from the Yaizu fish port. Seven neighbours chose this as a gift. Jiro recorded

every sender’s name, item and its value in his diary.

After having spent some time with his daughter, Jiro left Fujieda for Tokyo in late June.
His business in Tokyo is unknown. He may have gone to pay a courtesy visit to the Kato
family his younger sister Yasu married into. The family lived in Tokyo. Jiro’s daughter
Haru and his wife Hatsu, seemed to have stayed with them after arriving from Cossack

in February until Haru started school in April, 1920.

Other business Jiro conducted while he was in Tokyo might be related to the employment
of Japanese for the pearl-shell industry in Australia. The Archives of the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs holds an employment contract regarding the 15 workers
exchanged between J & T Muramats in Cossack and the Morioka Immigration Company.
The contract was dated November 1, 1920. Jiro left Kobe for Cossack on November 11
and so could have had the time to revisit Tokyo before his departure. However, the form
of the contract they used was already a new one prepared by Kaigaikogyo Co. Ltd.
Around 1917 the Japanese Government decided to unify procedures for overseas
emigration. Until then there were many privately run companies operating in the area
of emigration. Kaigaikogyo was a company newly designated by the Japanese
government as a result of the Government’s revision of its emigration policy. So, the
contents of the contract signed between J & T Muramats and Morioka Company on
November 1, 1920, had to be transferred to the new system by Kaigaikogyo Co. Ltd. Jiro
may have already been informed of the change and therefore called to Tokyo.27 In fact,

Saburo received a letter addressed to Jiro in Cossack from the Japanese Consulate

26 In Japan, even if a family had savings, that was not something individuals of the family were able
to spend freely, but this type of special gift given to an individual was the only allowance they could use.
Aunt Nagata was a relative of the Muramatsu family.

27 In Muramats’s diary, he noted in English: “Men or divers: Show 2, Makan 5, MJ (Muramats Jiro)
13”. These names correspond to the names written in Japanese - “Muramatsu Shokai”, “Sho” and
“Makkei” written on the contract. This is included in the file titled “Migration matters on Australia
dealt with by Kaigaikogyo Co Ltd. 1918-1923” held at the Japanese Foreign Affairs Archives. The
contract says that the number of men was reduced from 20 to 15.
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General in Sydney. It is kept in the Kinoshita Family archives.28 The letter notified Jiro
that the old procedures to recruit Japanese were no longer effective. Jiro probably visited
the head office of Kaigaikogyo Co. Ltd in Yurakucho, Kojimachi, Tokyo.29

Jiro returned to Fujieda on June 25. He gave a box of famous Asakusa biscuits (each 55
sen) to 19 neighbours in Fujieda. He also gave a tin of Osaka sweets to 17 people on
August 3. He wanted to show his appreciation in advance on behalf of his daughter Haru
who was going to spend five and half years in the primary school of Fujieda. Jiro always
followed the gift culture of Japan, even after 25 years away. He received summer soft
drink, beer and fruit in return. The diary entries shows that he spent a lot of time in
Fujieda while he was in Japan. On September 3, he noted Haru’s body weight, so he

must have worried about her health.

Jiro noted that friends in Cossack entrusted some farewell gifts for Haru in Fujieda with
him. They must had been unable to give them to her when she left Cossack. He had
received various gifts as well as a total of 20 pounds 10 shillings given for Haru’s
departure to Japan. They were from business friends and their wives, long-term settlers
and the family of Yasukichi Murakami of Broome. They were given to Haru primarily,

but also showed their appreciation to Jiro for his friendship.

7. To Kyushu

In October 1920, Jiro and Hatsu visited Kyushu to finish their remaining business before
leaving Japan for Cossack on November 11. It had also been around a quarter of a
century for Hatsu since she had first gone to Australia, so they visited Hatsu’s immediate

family relatives.

Jiro consulted Hatsu about the selection of gifts to give to her circle of relatives and
friends. They gave two tins of seaweed, one bar of Australian soap and 30-50 yen to
Hatsu’s uncle and her mother’s family members.30 To other relatives, 11 altogether, they
gave each 2 yards of calico and one ivory comb. In addition, they gave two towels to
friends and neighbours. They also gave a small amount of cash to each of Hatsu’s
relatives and the old women in the village. Hatsu wanted to do this, which Jiro

understood.

28 Kinoshita Family archives, a letter from the Japanese consulate of Japan to Jiro Muramats.

29 Further research found that among the collection of photos held by the Imatomi Family there was a
photo of Jiro and Hatsu taken with Yasu Kato and Some Matsuda taken at Mitsukoshi Department
Store in Tokyo on October 27, 1920. dJiro revisited Tokyo because of contract with the Morioka Co.
before leaving Japan.

30 According to the family register held by the Imatomi family, both of Hatsu’s parents were deceased
when she was registered into the family register. Her uncle was given as her guardian.
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Another important errand they had to do in Kyushu was to visit people on behalf of their
Japanese senior workers in Cossack. According to the diary, they visited Kurume-cho
and Yanagawa-cho of Fukuoka pref.. While many men from Wakayama went to work in
the pearl shell industry on Thursday Island in Queensland, those who went to work in
Western Australia were from various places throughout the Western part of Japan. In
particular, some of them came from Kyushu. Some senior workers of Jiro’s luggers knew
the Jiro & Hatsu’s visit Nagasaki, so they gave cash to Jiro and asked Jiro and Hatsu
to buy gifts on their behalf. In Singapore and Hong Kong Jiro bought calico cloth, tins of
coffee, a wrist watch, a ring, and chopsticks. In Japan they also bought kimono
accessories and yukata (cotton summer kimono). There were no prices recorded. In
return, a few of the recipients sent Jiro and Hatsu fish, dried shrimp, sweets and beer.
Jiro’s circle of friends and business associates in Japan was extensive, not only through

relatives, but also because of the strong trust he had from his employees.

8. Leaving from Kobe and farewell gifts

The last pages of the diary from the time of their stay in Japan are filled with more lists
of farewell gifts and the names of the people they received them from when they left
Japan. Westerners would choose something a bit more personal, but Japanese farewell
gifts tend to be more down-to-earth and practical.3! The farewell gifts were all food,
clothing and other goods. Items which Jiro and Hatsu received from 26 people - their
relatives in Fujieda and friends in Kobe and Kyoto - included food such as fruit, rice
crackers, cakes, Japanese cigarettes, magazines, seaweed, bonito shavings, and small
dried fish. Aunt Matsuda of the Kato Family gave them items including a traditional
Japanese cloth bag, clothing, and a tie pin. They were worth 19 yen 50 sen in all. The
farewell gifts from the Kato and Shima families were listed separately. They included a
bundle of white crepe material, six umbrellas and 2 mosquito nets. They were worth 23
yen 20 sen. The gifts from Jiro and Hatsu’s immediate family members were all very

practical items.

Among the people who gave them farewell gifts was Jirosaku Shimada from Kyoto. His
gift was a Japanese teapot and cups. He owned a wholesale business at Gion in Kyoto.
The set was probably of Kiyomizu porcelain. Shimada Company used to export Japanese
merchandise to Japanese merchants in Western Australia during the Meiji and Taisho

periods.

According to the biography of Kametaro Yamamoto of Nishiuwa-gun, Ehime pref., he

was a pearl-shell crewman who worked in Broome around 1900. He was given

31 H. Morsbach, 1984, pp.160-161.
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permission by the Australian Government to land in Broome, which gave him the
opportunity to open a mixed business there. He approached Eijiro Yamazaki, who was
from the same hometown, Ehime, for advice. He was introduced to the Shimada Co.,
which had had dealings overseas for a long time.32 Yamazaki had been running a store
and a boarding house in Broome in 1911. At that time the price of pearl shell went down,
so he sold his business to a Japanese and moved to Singapore where he established
himself as the owner of a Japanese hotel and ran a rubber plantation in Johor.33 It seems
that he was in Kobe in 1920 when Jiro was visiting home as his name appears here and
there in the diary. Jiro had had a long business association with Yamazaki in Broome
since 1897.

A portion of the invoice from Shimada Co. to J & T Muramats Store is kept at Karratha
Public Library, which holds materials on the local history of Cossack.34 The invoice was
dated October 26, 1924. The items listed in the invoice include peas, rice, tea, cotton
fabric, and other goods, all for the use of pearl-shell workers.35 The total value was 366
yen and 70 sen. If transport, insurance and 5% handling charge are added, the total was
407 yen 38 sen. Shimada Co. received orders from five merchants in Japan and sent their
packages to a go-between agency in Singapore, who then arranged the shipping to

Cossack.

There were Japanese stores of various sizes catering for Japanese workers in Australia’s
major pearl-shell industry bases such as Broome, Thursday Island, Darwin and Cossack.
Sakutaro Muramatsu and Kozo Nishioka began their stores in Cossack 1n1891.
Toyosaburo Mise, Kametaro Yamamoto and Eijiro Yamazaki opened theirs in Broome.
How they obtained their stock from Japan has not been investigated. The invoice from
Shimada Co to J & T Muramats Store kept at the Karratha Public Library offers small,

but important, evidence for further investigation.

Jiro left Kobe with Hatsu on 11 November 1920, carrying all the messages from the
families of Japanese migrant workers. They were seen off by 18 people including Mr and
Mrs Yamazaki, Jiro’s sister Uta, and Jiro’s old friend Mr Sekioka. This was Jiro’s last

time in Japan.

9. Conclusion

Jiro’s diary included his travel itinerary and a record of gifts given during his return to

32 T. Kikuchi, Kaigaihatten no paionia' Kametaro Yamamoto, 1973, unpublished manuscript.

33 Thbid.

34 Muramats Records, City of Karratha Local History Collection.

3 Lugger crew members made zenzai (sweet black bean desert) and botamochi (sweet rice cake) on
board.
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Japan in 1920. All of this accounted for about half of what he wrote. Sadly, we are not
able to hear his own voice,36 but it is possible to sense that he was a sincere person with
a fair attitude to people. He was trusted and respected by many people, including

Japanese workers in Cossack and merchants who were his long-term friends.

Kenji Fujita of Kozagawa in Wakayama pref., worked for J & T Muramats for nearly 15
years. In his reflections forty years after he returned from Australia, he wrote, “Mr
Muramatsu always sent the money straight away. He was a Nikkei Japanese who had
been born in Australia [sic]. Mr Muramatsu had an ample figure and personality, and I
learnt later that he was very well respected and trusted by the white population in
Cossack and Darwin. I do not know what happened to his families after the war (I heard
Mr. Muramatsu had died).”” Fujita also noted that the Muramatsu Store was a big
retail shop selling almost everything. Jiro Muramats went to Xavier College where he
learnt English as a young man. He also learnt good social skills and was considered to
be a gentleman. Fujita also described his intelligence and sharp mind. This was probably
a result of his constant hard work on self-improvement during his time under the White

Australia Policy and also why Fujita thought Jiro was Australian-born.

I would like to expand on the “reliability” which Fujita attributed to Jiro Muramats. It
was not the kind of superficial quality that merchants often use for business purposes,
but was more genuine. He was trustworthy not only for people he encountered in
Australia, but also visitors from Japan. I have read a few reports written by Japanese
who visited Darwin before the war. They support this observation. For example, in 1931
Fukutaro Tange sailed to the Arafura Sea on a 34-ton pearl-shell lugger from Japan. The
boat developed a problem with its compressor, so he entered the Port of Darwin to seek
help, but was not able to get any help from the non-Japanese residents. It was dJiro
Muramats who helped him with a Henke compressor made in England. It is no
exaggeration to state that this causal encounter with Tange made start of the Arafura

Pearling industry by Japanese.38

Jiro Muramats was also praised highly by Renkichi Kodera, one of the instructors on the
Kaio Maru, a navigation training ship for the Japanese Ministry of Education. The ship
had to enter the Port of Darwin in 1936 because it was forced to change its route because

of unfavourable winds. The Territory Government informed the local Japanese Society

36 Though it is a brief recording, we can hear a record of an interview of Jiro in 1936 conducted by an
inspector sent by Nanyo Cho. The interviewer asked Jiro questions on the then pearl-shell industry
and its future prospects. His responses were very precise and tolerant. Nanyocho Record Section
(Orinosuke Kobayashi), Ranin Higashiindo shoto to goushu hokubutoyuu no tenbyo, 1937, pp.103-107.
37 H. Matsumoto, M. Kamada, K. Tamura and Y. Murakami (eds.) Fujita Kenji Sukechibukku — Memoir
of Western Australia and Cossack (1924-1938)”, 2018, p.103 & p.110.

38 Fukutaro Tange was able to bring his trial almost to success with help from the Japanese there. This
later created a base for the successful Arafura venture. T. Tomonobu, Arafura Kai to Watashi,
Nippoushinjyu co. 1978, pp.66-67,
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in Darwin of its arrival. Kodera wrote:

“The most influential Japanese in Darwin is Mr Jiro Muramatsu (ff#AXE})39 of
Fujieda, Shizuoka, and who is a naturalised citizen of Australia. He runs a pearl shell
company. He has not been back to Japan for 40 years [sic]... He has been in Sydney
and Broome since coming to Australia. He is an outstanding man with assets he
achieved through the pearl-shell and sea-cucumber industries. His daughter married
in Tokyo recently and is now living in Sao Paulo, Brazil.4® He lives with his wife in
Darwin and his home is typical of an upper-class residence in Darwin, equivalent to
the residence of the Administrator of the Northern Territory or the residence of the
Army Commanding Officer. The house is high-set with a return veranda and shutters.
The red soil garden is decorated with tropical plants. There is a rainwater tank for
drinking water4l... Water is very precious during the dry season in Darwin. While we,
the crew members of the Kaio Maru, stayed in Darwin, we were given a lot of fruit and
fish by the local Japanese residents there. In particular Mr Muramatsu not only gave
us gifts of pearls and pearl shells, but when we left he gave us a beef carcass, which
provided 2625 kg of first-class beef. This was unlike anything the Kaio Maru had never

experienced before.”42
Kodera’s words do convey the scale of generosity Jiro and Hatsu showed to them.

According to the biography of Jiro Muramats prepared by Sissons, Hatsu Muramats was
the last resident in Cossack. She died in Japan on August 12, 1959.43 Hatsu left assets
of £7,670, which she had inherited from Jiro. If this was combined with what they had
in Darwin, the total would have been double that. These were the assets they had
accumulated through their life’s work in Australia. But what was more impressive about
Jiro was his determination to build human relationships, regardless of whether they
were with Japanese or not, all the time battling with the political and social restrictions
imposed by the White Australia Policy. If WW2 had not happened, he might have been

able to contribute to broadening Australia-Japan relations.

Jiro succeeded in getting naturalisation at the end of the 19 C. He did not return to his

39 On the family registrar, the character of Jiro is XEf. However, Jiro used J&E[ for his signature. It
was his choice.
40 Jiro and Hatsu’s daughter married Shohei Imatomi in Tokyo in December 1935. According to
research done in Australia (e.g. R. Hayman, Episodes’ a glimpse of Australia-Japanese relation, 1859-
1979, Canberra, Embassy of Japan 1979), Mr Imatomi was a diplomat. However, according to his
relative, Toshiko Nakayama, Haru’s husband was employed by Tozannouji, a company of the Mitsubishi
group. He was transferred to Brazil where they had a girl and a son.
41 NAA MP1103-2, Jiro Muramats
42 Renkichi Kodera, “Poto dauin oboegaki (zoku): goshu no hokutan, Part 2, in Kenkyuronshu

( Takaoka shogyogakkokenkyukai,) ”( Port Darwin Memoir (Continue) — Australia’s Northern tip,
part 2, Research Bulletin (Takaoka Senior Commerce High School Association), 14-3, 1941, p.75.
43 Sissons. D.C.S.1986.
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homeland after 1920, even though he would have been able to afford it. The world
recession after 1920 may have caused him some difficulties. According to Oliver, he had
more business dealings with Australian companies than with Japanese companies which
had established offices in Australia.44 Jiro pursued his own independence without being
affected by the nationalism which grew in Australia, Japan and other countries after
WW1. While he was made conscious of his racial identity as an Asian or a Japanese in
White Australia, he lived as an independently minded individual as part of the Japanese

diaspora.
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Chapter 5
Jiro Muramats and the Pearling Industry

Yuichi Murakami
1. Jiro Muramats and Pearling Licenses

Around the year 1900 the price of pearl-shells soared, leading to a boom in the industry.
In 1901, when the Commonwealth of Australia was established, Jiro Muramats
(hereinafter cited as Jiro) attempted to enter the pearling industry and applied for a
Western Australia pearling boat licence. However, the government of Western
Australia refused his application.! Although we do not know the reason for the rejection,
at that time the first Commonwealth Parliament was debating an Immigration
Restriction Bill, which would enforce the White Australia policy in the newly-established
nation; thus, Western Australia may have hesitated to grant the license to Jiro, who was
a naturalized British subject but a coloured person. Although Jiro continued to apply for
the licence over the next few years, the Western Australian state government did not

grant it.2

Jiro married Hatsu Noguchi in Cossack in January 1905 and again applied for the licence
to become a pearling lugger owner in 1906. This time it was granted from Western
Australia. Although it is not clear why dJiro’s re-application was accepted, the
improvement of Japan’s international position in the West by the conclusion of the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance in 1902, and Japan’s victory in a war with Russia in 1905 might have
had some influence on the decision. Jiro received two licenses in 1907, six in 1908, nine

in 1909, and seven or eight thereafter.3

In 1912, the State of Western Australia enacted the Pearling Act of 1912, prohibiting
coloured persons, even naturalised British subjects, from entering the pearling industry.
Having heard of the new law beforehand, Jiro attempted to secure more licenses before
it came into force, and obtained 10 in total.4 Following the enforcement of the law, Jiro
was allowed to continue his business in the pearling industry, with what appears to have

been up to 10 boats.

1 Roslyn Hayman, Episodes- a glimpse of Australia-Japan relations 18569-1979 (Canberra: Embassy of
Japan in Australia, 1979), p.25.

2 Jbid.

3 State Records Office of Western Australia (SROWA): Series 946, cons 477, item 1920-0039-0186.

4 Pam Oliver, Raids on Australia’ 1942 and Japan's plans for Australia North Melbourne: Australian
Scholarly Publishing, 2010), p.91.
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2. The White Australia policy and the pearling industry

The move by the government of Western Australia to exclude coloured businesspersons
from the pearling industry was largely due to the establishment of the federal Labor
government in 1908. It held the authority to issue visas for indentured labourers, and
had proposed a policy of excluding coloured workers in the name of protecting the rights
of white workers. For example, Senator Pearce, a Labor politician from Western
Australia, had already instigated a motion in 1905 to stop the introduction of coloured
workers into the pearling industry. However, since the Commonwealth government at

that time was not a Labor one, the motion was not adopted.5

This was to change in November 1908, with the establishment of the federal Labor
government, headed by Andrew Fisher. Although Fisher lost his Prime Ministership
temporarily, losing to the Liberal Party (led by Alfred William Deakin) in June 1909, he
returned to the power at the end of April 1910. The second Fischer government continued
for just over three years until June 1913. In January 1911, Mr Batchelor, Minister of
External Affairs (MEA), announced that only pearling boats with white divers and

tenders could operate after 1 January 1913.6

Meanwhile, at the state level, John Scaddan of the Western Australia Labor Party
became the Premiere in October 1911. The Labor Party maintained power over Western
Australia for the next five years, until July 1916, and the above-mentioned Pearling Act
of 1912was enacted under the Scaddan government. In other words, the Commonwealth
government, which had the authority to issue indentured labour permits, attempted to
dismiss coloured workers, while the Western Australia government, which had the
power to issue pearling boat licenses, concurred. It is clear that the federal and state

Labor Parties were working together to fully realise the "White Australia policy."

One of the reasons for the hard-line stance of the both Labor Governments on the
exclusion of coloured workers and pearlers may well be related to the international
market boom in pearl shells at the time. For example, in mid-1912, the price of the first-
class pearl shells more than doubled to £ 350 per ton and that of the highest-quality
pearl-shells hit a record of £ 530 per ton in August 1912.7 Therefore, the future of the

5 Commonwealth of Australia Parliamentary Debates (1905, CAPD), p.4459.

6 The West Australian Pearlers’ Association proposed the MEA to postpone the regulation until 31

December 1913 with their promise to introduce more white workers and their proposal was accepted.

This policy, however, was withdrawn in November 1916. See, Yuichi Murakami, ‘The White Australia

policy and Japanese indentured labours in Northern Australia from the late 19th century to the early

20th century’, The journal of administrative and social sciences, March 2015,vol.27, no.4 (Ff_E#f—
F19 HidK2 & 20 HICPIEHD AZEFE R L AERSEM O HARA I BI# ) Ttk aintts $27 8% 45

2015 4F 3 H).

7 John Baily, The White Divers of Broome. The true story of a fatal experiment (Pan Macmillan
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pearling industry must have been thought secure enough to introduce white Australian
workers without depending on coloured ones who were employed at lower wages. This
exclusion policy appears to have been accelerated with such expectations. However, with
the outbreak of World War I in August 1914 and Britain’s declaration of war on Germany,
the British Dominion, including Australia, also entered the war. The prospects for the
pearling industry were disrupted as the war withered the European market demand for
pearl shells, forcing master pearlers to keep their shells in stock and subsequently laying

off employees.

3. J&T Muramats and "Dummying"

Despite the adversity under the Labor Governments in the Commonwealth and Western
Australia, and the collapse of the pearl-shell market following the outbreak of World War
I, J&T Muramats became the largest pearl fishing firm in Cossack. Jiro’s younger
brother, Saburo Muramatsu, arrived in Cossack in January 1913, and was able to stay
there until 1924 by extending his visa every year, probably thanks to strong business at
J&T Muramats.8 Richard Henry Bailey, a Sub-Collector of Customs in Cossack, reported
in 1915 that "Muramats has more than half of employment permits for contract workers

and owns most of the freehold property of the town of Cossack"?.

Jiro's extraordinary ability as a master pearler, as mentioned above, was regarded as a
threat not only by his business rivals but also by the bureaucrats who did not want to
increase the influence of coloured people. He was often suspected of a kind of wrongdoing
called "Dummying”. Some examples of dummying are: applying for a pearling boat
license owned by a coloured person in the name of a white pearler; having a white pearler
working under the direction of a coloured one; using indentured labourers for work other
than that described in their working permits (e.g., ship crews working as carpenters on
land).

Thus, in this chapter I would like to take a closer look at the complicated relationship
between Jiro and white pearlers in Cossack first, based on a file at the National Archives
of Australia (NAA) entitled ‘Shaw, Taylor and Muramats — Pearling — Complication —
Cossack’ and at the reality of so-called dummying, focusing particularly on Bailey's

reports.

Australia, 2001), pp.223-224 and p.248.

8 On Saburo Muramatsu, see the Chapters 1, 2 & 3.

9 National Archives of Australia (NAA): A659, 1943/1/7347, p.68. In 1915 J&T Muramats held 8
pearling luggers (the Editha, the Bee, the Ant, the Emu, the Bat, the Pearl, the Ruby and the FIy)
and 56 indentured labour permits.
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In January 1915, the aforementioned Richard Bailey was promoted from Customs’
assistant to Sub-Collector at Cossack.1© On 21 January, Mr and Mrs Shaw submitted an
application to the Customs, which stated that they would rent one of Jiro’s unused
pearling luggers for 12 months, along with indentured labourers who had been working
on their pearling boat, the Success. It was stated that they would like to use their boat

as a fishing smack manned by three white men and one local one.11

On the same day, another white pearling lugger owner, Geoffrey Taylor, lodged an
application to Cossack Customs, requesting that four Malay sailors be transferred from
his lugger, the vy, to the Bee, which he had leased from Jiro for twelve months. Taylor
stated in the application that this was due to the high cost of outfitting the fvy. 12

On the following day, 22 January, Bailey reported to Atlee Hunt, Secretary of the
Department of External Affairs (DEA) in Melbourne, asking whether the fourteen Asian
workers’ permits for Jiro’s boats be cancelled if he permit those leases. 13 Later, Jiro
wrote a letter dated 25 January 1915 to Bailey, stating that he had no intention of
transferring his 14 indentured labour permits to Shaw and Taylor along with leasing his
boats. Jiro stated that he would like to import crews before the termination of the lease
if his business were to become regular and well enough established. Jiro also mentioned
that he would not lease his boats if he would lose his 14 indentured labour permits. 14
Hunt sent a reply to Bailey by a telegram dated 6 February, stating that any step which
would prejudice the chances of Shaw and Taylor making a living should be avoided.!5
On 9 February, Jiro reported to Bailey that he had cancelled the leases of the Bee and
the Emu. 16 On the same day, Taylor applied to Customs at Cossack for a permit on a
12-month lease of the Empress, along with seven indentured labour permits from

Hudson, another white pearler. They were granted the following day. 17

At this point, Jiro's deals with Show and Taylor on the leases of his pearling boats seemed
to be tentatively settled. On the other hand, there are some concerns in the exchanges
between Bailey and Hunt. For example, the following emergency telegram from Bailey
to Hunt, dated on 22 January 1915, states:

Muramats proposes lease low rental lugger Bee to Taylor also Emu to Shaw for twelve

months. Taylor states expense too great refit present lugger. My opinion owing Shaw

10 Sunday Times (Perth), 10 January 1915.
11 NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.92.

12 Tbid., p.91.

13 Tbid., p.89.

14 Tbid., p.75.

15 Tbid., p.86.

16 Tbid., p.73.

17 Tbid., p.70.
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doubtful business deals Taylor trying dissolve partnership with Shaw. Shaw states

propose sending luggers “Success” out as fishing smack under three whites one local

coloured crew. Ascertained Shaw heavily indebted to two his shell openers this

arrangement made as set off. Both Shaw Taylor wish transfer present crews to new

boats Muramats wishes still retain present his permits his account. I recently noted

habours lights dues for several pearlers Shaw Taylor included paid by Muramats

consequent appearance dummying existing. Suggest if Muramats lease boats permits
covering same fourteen Asiatics be cancelled please instruct!® (underlined by the

author, here and hereinafter)
Hunt replied to this inquiry from Bailey dated on 23 January as follows:
Please explain Taylor that six permits were granted him in June last on understanding

that he proposed engage in industry solely his own account. We shall require evidence

that he is not acting in interests another pearler. Does Shaw own more than one lugger,

if so telegraph number and how many permits. What does Muramats intend do with

fourteen permits if not transferred with luggers?19

In response to this inquiry from Hunt, on the 26th of the same month, the following reply

was sent from Bailey:

Yours Saturday applications lodged twenty first by Shaw and Taylor for permission
transfer crews from luggers Success Ivy to luggers Emu Bee respectively proposed
obtaining twelve months lease from Muramats. Shaw’s Taylor’s reasons confirmatory
my wire twenty second. Muramats interviewed stated owing boats laid up through
crews returned Singapore hopes lease same low rental while boats idle. Shaw has two
luggers Success Nellie with fourteen permits covered by twelve Japanese and two
Koepanese2? no open. Shaw undischarged bankrupt doing business wife’s name Maud
Isabella. Taylor asked furnish evidence terms yours. States writing sole owner lugger
Ivy not working interests any other pearler previously arranged with Shaw financial
support giving Shaw interest on verbal arrangements only and consequence Shaw not

fulfilling his portion interest no longer exists.2!

As can be seen from those exchanges between Bailey and Hunt, the bureaucrats had

doubts about white pearlers, such as Shaw and Taylor, being under the strong influence

18 NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, pp.89-90. The original telegram is written in capital letters.
19 Tbid., p.88.
20 “Koepan”, Dutch spelling for Kupan, is a port city located on the island of Timor, Indonesia. It was

under Dutch control at that time.
21 NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.43.
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of Jiro and involved in dummying for his profit. Next, I would like to look back at the
business relationship between Jiro and white pearlers since January 1915, when Bailey

was posted to Customs at Cossack.

4. Jiro Muramats and White Pearlers

In 1915, there were four white pearlers in Cossack under mortgage to J&T Muramats.
Eight luggers were owned by Jiro, three by Hudson, two by Mrs. Shaw, and one each by
Teesdale and Taylor (See Table 1). Taylor had purchased a lugger from Jiro, but the
repayment was delayed so that the ownership of the boat was returned to Jiro. Generally
those who owned luggers under Jiro’s mortgage, such as Taylor, were asked to pay 10 or
15% of the net sale of pearl shell until the amount of their mortgage was cleared off. In
some cases a commission of 2.5% was deducted from the sale of pearls. Furthermore,

their stores and supplies had to be purchased through J&T Muramats.22

Table 1
Name of pearlers | Number of boats | Number of indentured labour permits
EGG Hudson 3 21 permits, 6 are open
Mrs M. 1. Shaw 2 14 permits, none is open
E. Teesdale 1 7 permits, none is open
G. Taylor 1 6 permits, 2 are open
J&T Muramats 8 56 permits, 22 are open

(NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.67)

First, let us look at Henry Foster Shaw. Around 1912, Show went bankrupt in Broome,
transferring the Success and the Nellie to Cossack in the name of Mrs. Shaw.23 After
that, the two vessels were under mortgage to J&T Muramats for monies advanced on
occasion. In January 1912, Mrs. Shaw applied for permission to sell another boat, the

Gracie, to Teesdale.24

In November 1914, Mrs. Shaw and Jiro were in partnership in a small store under the
name of “Cash & Co” in Cossack, and Shaw was responsible for the sale of alcoholic

beverages.25 Shaw was fined £10 after police found the confiscated liquor on board the

22 Tbid., pp.67-68.

23 In March 1913, Shaw introduced himself as manager for Cash & Co. and a pearler of some sixteen
years’ experience, while he had been in Cossack for a year. Northern Times, 15 March 1913.

24 Tbid., p.50.

25 In September 1912, Shaw, on behalf of Cash & Co, applied for a gallon license. While this case was
being discussed, Corporal Foulkes, on behalf of the police, asked Shaw if the business was owned by
Jiro, but Davis, appearing for Shaw, interjected that Jiro was a naturalised British subject and was
entitled to all the privileges that British people have. Western Worker (Perth, WA), 27 September
1912.
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schooner, the Nellie, which leased by Mrs Shaw from Jiro. However, Shaw’s cheque
bounced and Jiro settled the matter by advancing his own cheque for the amount. It may
be that this scandal led Jiro to withdraw from his partnership with Mrs Shaw in early
1915.26

In January 1915, Shaw went to Broome with the schooner for the purpose of taking
return crews to Kupan on the island of Timor, Indonesia. However, he was unable to get
any and returned to Cossack. Whilst he was in Broome, he passed a cheque for £30,
which also bounced.2” In July, Shaw told a butcher, Ben Kain, and a carpenter, RK
Allison that Taylor's /vy (with six indentured labour permits held by Taylor) and Lily
(owned by Jiro but without a permit) were for sale. The price for the two luggers was
£140 (plus £60 for the six permits). However, on 29 July, Frank Derschow, Taylor's agent,
informed Bailey that he did not transfer the /vy to Shaw.28 On August 4, Bailey sent
Hunt a copy of a newspaper article saying that Mrs. Shaw had a debt of £2,419 to Jiro.
The two luggers owned by Mrs. Shaw were worth only about £250 and she had no
property such as real estate to liquidate. So, Bailey strongly believed again that this was
more circumstantial evidence of Jiro's dummying.2? However, there is no indication that

Hunt had ordered Bailey to clear up this suspicion.

Next, take a look at Geoffrey Taylor. According to his own words, he used to be a
Commissioned Officer in the Australian Light Horse. In 1914, Taylor purchased the vy
mentioned above from Jiro.30 In June of the same year, he obtained six foreign
employment permits for the [vy, all of which for Malays. On 12 February, 1915, Taylor
appointed the above-mentioned Darshaw as his agent and volunteered for the European
Front.31 He enlisted on 21 May and departed from Melbourne on 20 August, being
assigned to the 4th Australian Light Horse Regiment, so his personal account appears
to have been true. However, less than six months later, he returned to Australia on 3

January 1916.32 There was no sign of his returning to Cossack.

In the report from the Collector of Customs Western Australia to Secretary Hunt on 22
November 1915, Taylor's first and second bills were dishonoured, and he returned the
Ivy to Jiro. The report also states that Jiro had more influence than necessary on

Cossack's pearling industry, and that white pearlers had been compelled to leave

26 NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.66.

27 Tbid.

28 Tbid., pp.37-39.

29 Tbid., p.17.

30 Ibid., p.64.

31 Tbid.

32 The Australian War Memorial, ‘Private Charles Geoffrey Taylor’, “Collection”,
(https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/P10787385).
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Cossack becouse their Japanese workers were more loyal to Jiro.33

Next, let's take a look at EGG Hudson. He had been working in conjunction with Jiro for
over five years, and since Jiro had paid Hudson’s harbour and light dues for 1914
together with those of the other mortgagors (Shaw, Teesdale and Taylor), Bailey believed
that this was also still more circumstantial proof of Jiro's dummying. In addition, Bailey
stated, as his personal observation, that Hudson was definitely a "tool" in Jiro’s hands
in regard to the handling of his indentured crews.3¢ As mentioned earlier, on 9 February
1915, Taylor had applied for a 12-month lease of the FEmpress, along with seven

employment permits from Hudson.

Next is E. Teesdale (or Teasdale). On 30 December 1911, the Sub-Collector at Broome
telegraphed the DEA Teesdale’s application for the transfer of seven indentured labour
permits attached to the Gracie from Shaw to him and the permission was granted.3> On
3 January 1912, he bought the lugger from Mrs Show, but one year later, on 31 December
1912, Teesdale sold it to Jiro. In January 1913, Jiro leased the Gracie to H. Pearse, a
lighthouse keeper, only a few days after he had purchased the boat from Teesdale.
Although Bailey's predecessor thought that all necessary action had been taken in the
matter, no application for transfer of the permits from Jiro to Pearse was submitted to

the DEA. Jiro took over the vessel from Pearse after the lease having expired.36

On 9 November 1914, Jiro's residence and its surroundings were searched under a
suspicion of action against the Immigration Restriction Act, i.e., having indentured
crews assist with building work, but no evidence was found.3” In December, Pearse
brought the crew’s articles and registered the crew (of seven, all Japanese) as his own
when Bailey called for the muster of crews engaged in the pearling industry. However,
Bailey saw two occasions on which Jiro had personally transferred the crew to and from,
apparently unbeknownst to Pearse, so that he had no doubt that Jiro regarded the lugger

as part of his own fleet.38
5. Jiro Muramats and the Cossack Community
How should we interpret the relationship between Jiro (J&T Muramats) and white

pearlers as described above? Of course, it can be said that Jiro hired the white pearlers

for the purpose of dummying, as Sub-Collector of Customs at Cossack Bailey repeatedly

33 NAA: A659, 1943/1/7347, p.21.
34 Tbid., pp.66-67.

35 Tbid., pp.61-62.

36 Tbid., p.50.

37 Tbid., p.68.

38 Tbid., p.65.
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reported to his superior, Secretary Hunt. It may well be interpreted that Jiro was aiming
to expand his pearling business, which was limited to 10 licenses for pearling boats. On
the other hand, it is also true that many white pearlers such as Shaw in Cossack had
some kind of financial problems and Jiro had paid out fines or provided loans for them
without enough collateral. So, it could be interpreted that Jiro had been taking actions
that would bring J&T Muramats a greater financial risk than that of expanding its
business, risks involving unpaid bills for the sale of his boat and paying off for other

white pearlers’ harbour and light dues, etc.

Of course, either of these two interpretations could be correct. The reason is that, while
Jiro was aiming to expand his firm’s business, he also attempted to preserve the pearling
industry in Cossack, which was in a critical situation due to the stop of pearl shell exports
in the First World War, by providing financial support to problematic white pearlers even

though doing so could have jeopardised his own business.

I believe that Jiro's actions were also tolerated by the Commonwealth government since,
as mentioned earlier, Bailey, the Sub-Collector of Customs at Cossack, repeatedly
reported his suspicions of Jiro's dummying; yet but there is no evidence that Secretary
Hunt ever moved to prosecute Jiro for dummying. One of the reasons is that, as
mentioned above, doing so could have jeopardised opportunities for white pearlers to
make living if Jiro were accused of dummying. Still, Jiro was investigated for supposedly
using indentured crews to engage in construction work. But this may be because even if
Jiro were prosecuted, only he would have lost his permits for hiring indentured labour,

while other white pearlers would have suffered little damage.

It appears true that some whites were not happy with Jiro’s business expansion. On the
other hand, his contributions to the local community centred in Cossack were also highly
evaluated by many white residents. For example, he was one of 34 people who helped
support Australian soldiers serving in World War I by donating to the “Sandbag Fund”
campaign, which was launched in Cossack in 1916. There were other 15 Japanese names
on the donation list. While many donors gave less than 10 shillings, only Jiro donated
£1 (20 shillings), or more than double that of the others.39 Further, many local residents
signed a petition for Saburo Muramatsu, Jiro’s younger brother, when he applied for his
permanent residency. And finally, the Electoral Registrar of Roebourne District approved
of the registration of Jiro on the electoral roll for the Legislative Assembly of Western
Australia. Overall, it is clear that the Muramats family was well-respected and accepted

as members of the local community in and around Cossack.40

39 The Western Australian (Perth, WA), 6 January 1916.
40 See, the Chapters 1 & 2.
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6. Overseas export of pearl shells

The reader may ask how pearl shells were exported and traded overseas at that time.
Let's take a look at a case of J&T Muramats, who exported pearl shells to be auctioned
in London in November 1919, after the end of World War 1.

In 1918, J&T Muramats landed about 72 tons of pearl-shells. That did not mean, however,
that they could freely store, transport, or export them. Their pearl shells were first stored
in a Customs’ warehouse at Cossack, and then transported to Fremantle, Western
Australia, by transport vessels arranged by the Commonwealth Customs. In February
1919, Jiro had hoped for a reserve price of £ 300 per ton, and asked the Customs through
the Western Australian State’s Department of Fisheries to arrange the earliest possible

shipment in order to be in time for the auction in London. 41

In June 1919, four months after Jiro’s request, the government finally decided to export
his pearl shells, which were also handled by Commonwealth Customs. The original plan
to export directly to London was cancelled since they could not secure enough space for
Jiro’s shells on an earlier ship,42 and since the first destination of the export was also
altered from London to Hull,43 which is a provincial port on the east coast of England.
The ship would unload the pearl shells there first, then those were to be loaded again
onto another ship, from which they would finally be transferred to the Bull Wharf in
London to be auctioned. However, as will be seen later, the change of the ship and the

destination would cause troubles.

Jiro was informed that his product participation in the pearl shell auction had been
postponed from September to November, since his peal shells could not be shipped in
time for the September auction, at which he had aimed.44 This move was possibly due to
the delay of the export from Western Australia to London mentioned above. In October,
Jiro’s pearl shells were transferred from Hull to the Bull Wharf in London.45 The shells

were auctioned on 11 November and their net sale brought approximately £ 13,281. 46

Judging from such a net value, this appears to be a massive source of income. However,

various expenses had to be deducted from the sale. As mentioned above, pearl shells had

41 State Records Office of Western Australia (SROWA): Series 675, cons 752, item 1918-2336, 0210.
42 Thid., 0148.
43 Thid., 0131.
44 Thid., 0067.
5 Ibid., 0061.
46 Thid., 0008.
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to be stored in Customs’ warehouses in Australia and the UK, and storage fees were to
be paid by pearlers. For example, Customs at Cossack charged J&T Muramats 6 pence
per ton per week, which means that Jiro had to pay about 1 pound (240 pence) a week
for the storage of 40 tonnes of his pearl shells.47 Fire insurance during the storage was
also a burden on pearlers since, as a matter of course, domestic and foreign
transportation costs and those of non-life insurance were also borne by pearlers.
Moreover, in this case, the ship’s unloading at Hull and the transhipment to Bull Wharf

incurred extra costs since the ship could not visit London directly.

Moreover, it was reported that some pearl shells had been broken due to the additional
handling in London. Several cases exhibited weaknesses on arrival and a number of
them had burst, which meant the percentage of broken shells was larger than usual.48
In a letter from the manager at the Commonwealth Bank in London involved with the
sale of Jiro’s shells, it was stated that any future consignment should be despatched to
London directly, because any additional handling would increase the percentage of
broken shells.4? The auction price for them was around £ 220 per ton, lower than the
£ 300 per ton Jiro had desired. One of the reasons for the lower price was probably due

to the high percentage of the broken shells.

Thus, it took at least a year between the depositing of pearl shells at Customs until they
were finally auctioned in London. In order to provide some sort of income during this
time, the Western Australian government paid advances to pearlers. For example, J&T
Muramats were paid an advance of £125 per tonne of pearl shells (later increased to
£140), 5 so the firm received approximately £9,434 in advance for the transactions
mentioned above. However, when the pearl shells arrived in the UK, the costs of fire and
non-life insurance premiums and transport from Hull to London were calculated as
“borrowings”, and were subject to an annual 6% interest rate. When the auction’s sale
was eventually credited, the debt was reduced so that ultimately an amount of about
£123 was deducted as interest from the sale. Also, as a result of deducting a commission
fee (about £132, approximately 1% of the total amount of the auction) and an
administrative fee, the final amount transferred to J&T Muramats after the auction was
about £3,305.51 Thus, combined with the advance payment, his total income was about
£12,740. Out of this, salaries for divers and other crews and maintenance costs for the

pearling luggers had to be deducted, so that the net profit for the firm was even lower.

47 Thid., 0273.

48 Tbid., 0060.

49 Tbid., 0006.

50 Tn May 1918 the advance was raised from £ 125 per tonne to £ 140 in WA (Ibid., 0262 and 0263).
On the other hand, Jiro’s request of reducing the storage fees was informed to the federal government
through the WA government but it was rejected (Ibid., 0268 and 0256-0258) .

51 Ibid., 0051. Jiro received £ 9,434.13.8 as the advance and £ 3,305.10.9 after the auction.
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7. The decline of Cossack and the rise of Darwin in the pearling industry

In 1919, following the end of World War I, the prices of pearl shells soared. In 1920, the
West Australian Pearlers’ Association passed a resolution compelling multi-ethnic crews
in order to reduce Japanese influence. In the same year, J&T Muramats hired Yoshio
Shigeno as his manager, and in April Jiro left for Japan to meet his daughter, not
returning to Cossack until December.52 The 1920s marked a change in the design of the

pearling lugger to a “ketch style”, thanks to which sailing accuracy was greatly improved.

The pearl shell boom was short lived, however, and ended in 1921, which saw Cossack
lose its role as a pearling base and port. Perhaps because of this, Jiro's younger brother,

Saburo and his wife Aya returned to Japan in 1924. 53

From early 1929 to the 1930s, pearl fishing progressed in Darwin, and many pearlers
moved from Broome, Western Australia, to Darwin. In 1929, Jiro and his family also
moved from Cossack to Darwin, taking his five pearling luggers with him. J&T
Muramats' old fishing boats were left in Cossack, and their store was managed by

Shigeno. Afterwards, Jiro returned to Cossack on regular visits from Darwin.

On 24 October, the New York stock market crashed, triggering the Great Depression.
Despite this, Japanese pearl fishing progressed in the 1930s in the Arafura Sea. The
area gradually became overfishing however, and the federal government, which
governed the Northern Territory, restricted pearling in Darwin between 1930 and 1933.54
In March 1932 Jiro managed to avoid the quotas by sending two boats to Saumlaki,
Dutch East Indies, with E. J. McKay, a white pearler and Jiro’s business partner in
Darwin.55 In the same year, although Jiro gained Federal approval for his tentative
purchase of 7 luggers from a liquidated company at Port Headland, Western Australia,
the Minister ultimately vetoed the transaction.?¢6 In 1934, after the prices of pearl shells
plunged, the Commonwealth Government provided subsidies to pearlers in Darwin,
Broome and Thursday Island. In Darwin, subsidies were distributed in proportion to the
number of vessels operated. Just four years later, 23 pearling luggers from Darwin

competed with 175 Japanese ones in the Arafura Sea, causing the collapse of the

52 See, the Chapter 4

53 See, the Chapter 1.

54 John Lamb, Silent Pearls: old Japanese graves in Darwin and the history of pearling (DEAKIN :
John Lamb., 2015), pp.75-77.

55 Tbid., p.82.

56 Tbid., p.78.
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international market price due to an oversupply of pearl shells from the Japanese.57

8. The outbreak of the Pacific War and the death of Jiro Muramats

In September 1939, World War II broke out, and Australia soon joined the United
Kingdom in declaring war on Germany. On 8 December 1941 (Japan and Australian
time), the Japanese Navy bombed Pearl Harbor in Hawaii and the Pacific theatre of
WWII began. On the same day, all Japanese and Japanese-mixed people in Australia
were arrested and detained. Jiro and Hatsu were initially sent to the town of Adelaide
River in the Northern Territory and then to Camp No. 4 in Tatura in Victoria. The
Australian government declared war on Japan on 10 December, two days after Pearl
Harbor. The pearling luggers owned by J&T Muramats were seized by the Australian
Navy. 58

The first Darwin bombing by Japanese aircrafts occurred on 19 February 1942, and was
followed by a total of 64 raids by the Japanese army by November 1943. In the middle of
1942, Jiro became ill and was sent from his internment camp to hospital. On 8 September,
Jiro wrote a will, stating that after paying off his debts, he would transfer all his property
to his wife, Hatsu. According to the ‘Service and Causality Form’, Jiro was transferred
to Waranga Military Hospital on 10 September 1942, and died of pneumonia on 7
January 1943. He was buried at Tatura Cemetery on 9 January 1943. 59

Long after the War, the remains of 46 Japanese buried in Tatura, including Jiro, were

reburied at the Cowra Japanese War Cemetery in New South Wales in 1964. 60

57 Tbid., pp.137-138.

58 NAA: MP138/1, p.1.

5 NAA: MP1103/1, DJ18118.
60 See, the Chapter 6.
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Chapter 6
Wartime Internment and Jiro Muramats

Yuriko Nagata

This chapter deals with the final phase of Jiro Muramats’ life in Australia, from the
outbreak of the Pacific War to his death in an internment camp. Japan’s entry into World
War II on December 8, 1942, irrevocably changed the lives of Japanese living in the areas
under Allied control. Muramats was one of many Japanese early settlers in Australia

whose life-long achievements were lost.

1. Japanese Internment in Australia

During the war Australia interned 1,141 people of Japanese origin as enemy subjects. In
addition, the Australian Government had agreed with other Allied governments in the
Pacific to accept Japanese internees from their regions. 3,160 internees were transported
in groups from the Dutch East Indies, New Caledonia, New Hebrides, New Zealand and
the Solomon Islands. Around 600 Formosans were included among the internees from
the DEI. At its peak, the number of internees held in Australia during the war reached
over 4000.1 They were held in three camps — women and family groups in the Tatura
Internment Camp in Victoria, men in the Loveday Internment Camp in South Australia

and the Hay Internment Camp in New South Wales.

The Australian Government had planned the internment of Japanese in anticipation of
hostilities with Japan. Compared to the selective internment of people of German and
Italian origin, it applied internment to almost all individuals perceived as having
Japanese ethnicity. 97% of the “registered aliens”2 of Japanese descent living in
Australia were arrested, while only 31% of Italian and 32% of German descent were.3
The thoroughness and rapidity of internment of Japanese was partly due to long-held
Australian fears about Japan. In addition, while the European war had been distant, the
Japanese entry into the conflict threatened Australia’s security more directly. 4
Individuals who were regarded as British subjects through having been born in

Australia,5 or naturalisation, were also included.

1'Y. Nagata, Unwanted Aliens: Japanese Internment in Australia, University of Queensland Press,
1996. p. xi1.

2 Under the National Security Act Australia introduced upon the involvement in WW2, Australia
imposed upon all aliens to be registered.

3 TIbid, p. 60.

4 Tbid., p. 272.

5 The Australian citizenship did not come into existence until 1949.
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Despite the fact that Jiro Muramats had long resided in Australia and had been a
naturalised British subject since 1899, he was taken into custody as an enemy alien
immediately following Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor on December 8, 1941. In Chapter
2 of this report, MacArthur states Muramats was suspected of using Jarman Island (near

Cossack) as a base for enemy activities.

In the individual information form for Muramats, his status was entered as NBS
(Naturalised British Subject), but it was crossed out and reentered as “Japanese
National”.6 Similar corrections were also seen in other forms belonging to internees who

were Australian-born Japanese.

Under the Commonwealth Nationality Act 1920-30, the wife of a British subject was
considered to be a British subject, and the wife of an alien was classed as an alien.”
Under this Act, Muramats’ wife Hatsu and their Australian-born daughter Haru should
have been classed as British subjects, as Muramats was a naturalised British subject.
The entry in Hatsu’s form was “NBS by marriage”, but it was later overwritten as
“Japanese”.8 Their daughter Haru avoided internment as she was living in Brazil when
the war broke out.? In Darwin there were four other families with Japanese fathers, all
of whom had Australian-born wives and children, and they were all taken into custody.
Apart from these family groups, totaling 20 people, the pre-war Japanese community in
Darwin comprised mostly single male Japanese nationals who were working in the pearl-

shell industry.

The Darwin internees were first relocated to Adelaide River military base, 100
kilometers south of Darwin.1® Family groups, numbering 20 in totalll, were put in the
solitary confinement block, while the 49 single men, including 40 pearl-shell labourers
and 9 in other professions!2, were kept within the barbed-wire enclosure until they were

sent south.13

The family groups boarded the Zealandia in Darwin Port on December 19. It is not known
why, but Jiro and Hatsu were the only Japanese not included. It could have been because

the ship was also used to carry non-Japanese civilian evacuees from Darwin and there

6 NAA MP1103-2, DJ18118.

7 Nagata, p. 51.

8 NAA MP1103-2, DJF18119.

9 According to the NAA file MP1103-2, DJF18119, the location of Hatsu’s next of kin was entered as
Lino, Brazil, at the outbreak of the war, but it was changed to Tokyo, Japan at a later date.

10 Nakashiba, M. Beyond Borders: A Memoir, 2010, Bookpal, p.60.

11 Mise family, two; Yasukichi Murakami family, nine; Yoshio Murakami family, three; Nakashiba
family, four; Muramats family, two.

12 Lamb, J., Silent Pearls, 2015, pp. 199-201.

13 Nakashiba, p. 60.
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was not enough space for all of the internees. The ship was also scheduled to stop at
Thursday Island to pick up a further 316 Japanese internees, but leaving 47 to a later
ship. 14The Zealandia arrived in Sydney on the New Year’s Day.'> Another possible
reason was that Jiro and Hatsu preferred to go with the men’s party because their
employees were in that group. So although Jiro and Hatsu were not young (63 and 52),

they might have chosen the uncomfortable overland travel in military trucks.

The party of 51 comprising 49 men and Jiro and Hatsu, left Adelaide River for South
Australia on the trucks on December 29. On the way south they picked up a Japanese
internee called Inokichi Suzuki, or “Ivan Steel’16, who had been taken into custody in
Tennants Creek. They arrived at Loveday on January 5, 1942. All the single men stopped
at Loveday, while Jiro and Hatsu continued their journey by rail to Tatura, via
Melbourne. On January 6 they were put on a military truck at the railway station near

Tatura and taken to the camp site, their final destination.1?

The other families from Darwin who had travelled by sea had already arrived earlier.
Upon their arrival, they were photographed and had their fingerprints taken. They were
given internee identification numbers prefixed with letters indicating the place where
they had been arrested, and “J” for Japanese.l®8 Jiro Muramats’ internee identification
number was DJ18118, and Hatsu’s, DJF18119 with the F indicating female, and D
indicating Darwin. Their luggage was checked, and they were stripped for quarantine
inspection and delousing. Miki Tsutsumi, a Japanese internee from Broome, recorded
his anger about this treatment in his diary, particularly for the women, saying: “We felt
so low and insulted, but as we found out how other internees had been treated by other

governments, the anger we initially felt wore out.”19

2. Tatura Internment camp

The Tatura Internment Camp was located in orchard country, 180km north of Melbourne
in the Western Goulburn Valley. The camp was enclosed with a triple-barbed-wire
perimeter and tall guard posts and floodlights at each corner. It was divided by a
crossroad into four compounds, each of which contained timber and galvanised-iron

buildings. Sleeping accommodation consisted of 10 army-style huts divided into 12

14 Shigeno, Sakakibara Diary in Matsumoto, H., Nagata, Y and Kamada, M eds., Taiheiyo senso ni
okeru osutoraria no nihonjin, nikkeijinkyoseishuyojo kiroku, 2019. P.13.

15 Tbid.

16 Nagata, p. 71.

17 MP1103-1, DJ1811 Jiro Muramats.

18 QdJ for Queensland, WdJ for Western Australia, VJ for Victoria, NJ for New South Wales, SdJ for
South Australia, IJ for Dutch East Indies, NJ for New Caledonia, NZdJ for New Zealand, HJ for New
Hebrides and PdJ for other Pacific Islands.

19 Tsutsumi, Miki, Diary, 1 March 1942.
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cubicles. Each cubicle had a window, a wooden door, and an electric light, and was
furnished with two wire frame beds. The roof and walls were sheets of corrugated iron,
while the floor was rough timber boards. Sheets of thin plywood divided the cubicles,
meaning there was little privacy. Most families were allocated two cubicles, which gave

the parents one separate bedroom and the children the other.20

3. Yoshio Shigeno in the internment camp

Yoko Murayama, a daughter of the Murayama family from New Caledonia, remembers
that the Muramats family shared a whole hut with someone else.2! This person may
well have been their longtime family friend, Yoshio Shigeno.22 If so, the question is why
he was interned with families instead of at Loveday with the other single men. Yoshio
was Jiro’s right-hand man who managed the Muramats Store in Cossack after they had

moved their pearling business activities to Darwin.

Shigeno was interned in Cossack on December 8, 1942, and taken to the Harvey staging
camp near Perth with other Japanese who were rounded up in such places as Broome,
Cossack and Port Hedland. They were held there for a month or so until they were moved
east to permanent camps by rail, men to South Australia and women and family groups

to Victoria. Yoshio arrived at the Tatura Internment Camp on 19 February 1942.23

The Australia’s internment policy was to separate single men who were over 16 years
old (later 18 years old), from women and family groups. However, in special cases where
the camp authorities saw the need for the family not to be separated from some male
individuals over 16 years old, they were allowed to stay together at Tatura, especially
where the mother of the family was a widow. For example, a 28-year-old Australian-born
son of Mrs Kikue Mise from Darwin was interned together with his 54 year old mother

at Tatura. There were other cases similar to this.

It must have taken some rearrangement for Yoshio to have arrived in Tatura rather than
Loveday where he should have been, and it is not likely that the authorities did this on
their own initiative. In 1942 Jiro was 63 and Hatsu 60. Shigeno was three years older
than Jiro. Perhaps Jiro requested to have Yoshio join them at Tatura, which fits in with
the idea that it was Jiro who requested for them to travel by truck with the single men.

Perhaps Jiro’s status as a respected and influential businessman who had been educated

20 Terranova, D., “Queensland Women and War: A multicultural perspective of the experiences of
female civilians during WWII” unpublished manuscript, 2018, State Library of Queensland, p. 37
21 Statement by Yoko Murayama, 15 October 2019.

22Yoshio Shigeno appears in other chapters of this report.

23 MP1103-1,WJ17993.
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in Australia meant that, despite his humiliating internment, he still had friends who

were prepared to help him.

4. Camp Life

Tatura Internment Camp No. 4 was divided into four compounds, A, B, C and D. The
internees were separated into cultural or language groups in an attempt to create a more
harmonious environment. According to the inspection report dated February, 1942, by
Dr. Morel, the Red Cross Mission Delegate, Compound A was occupied by 327 internees,
mostly Taiwanese from DEI; B by 242 Japanese from Australia and New Caledonia,
mostly English speaking; C by 245 Japanese from DEI, mostly Indonesian speaking; D
by 203 from a mixture of places.24¢ Jiro and Hatsu were put in Compound B with other

families from Darwin, Queensland and New Caledonia.

Each compound had other communal facilities — a canteen, two mess halls, kitchen,
ablutions and toilet blocks, and a laundry room, as well as playing areas and school
accommodation for the children. There was a camp dressing station (CDS) where minor
medical problems were treated. The CDS was serviced by internees who were trained in
first aid. In addition, there was also a dental surgery and a camp hospital named
Waranga Hospital where more serious cases were treated. Both the hospital and dental
surgery were situated in Camp No.1, which catered for all internees, including Italians
and Germans. Internees with more serious illnesses were sent to Heidelberg Hospital in

Melbourne. 25

Camp life followed an artificially imposed rhythm and internees could not leave the camp.
Nonetheless, there was freedom inside the perimeter. Many patriotic Japanese
anniversaries were celebrated, including the Emperor’s Birthday. These events were
organized by internee committees headed by a leader and a sub-leader. These leaders
were usually expected to be proficient in English and to have some leadership skills to
liaise with the Australian Camp Administration. Because of his language skills and
business experience, Jiro Muramats might have been a suitable candidate for the role of
compound leader, but according to observations by other internees in the same compound,
he kept a low profile and did not participate much in camp affairs.26 Perhaps because of
his life-long efforts to be accepted as an Australian, he was reluctant to be seen as a

leader of his newly imposed Japanese community.

Internment exposed many of the internees to different beliefs and sentiments about

24 Report included in AWM 54, 780/1/6.
25 Nagata, p. 146.
26 Statement by Joseph Murakami, Miyoko Watanabe and Yoko Tsushima, Interview, January 2012.
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Japan. Darwin was bombed 54 times by Japan between February 1942 and November
1943.27 Mary Nakashiba, the daughter of the Nakashiba Family interned from Darwin,
writes in her memoir, “when they announced, with much “banzai-ing” and celebration
that Darwin had been bombed, I was filled with rage and so was Lulu (her Australian-
born friend from Western Australia)”.2® It is unknown whether Jiro and Hatsu’s

sentiments lay with Japan or Australia, their second home.

5. Prisoner Exchanges

On 18 August, 1942, the Japanese Government exchanged prisoners with the United
Kingdom and Dominion governments. Under this arrangement, a large number of
internees left Australia on the Kamakura Maru to be exchanged at Lourenco Marques
in East Africa.2? There were 871 people in total, including 34 officials, 636 other men,
94 females, 106 children, and 4 Thai nationals The Japanese government sent a list of
names for the exchange. They were Japanese nationals and mostly employees of
Japanese firms in Australia, New Caledonia and N.E.I. Jiro and Hatsu Muramats’s
names were not included in the list. After the first exchange was completed, a second

exchange was anticipated, but did not eventuate.30

6. Jiro’s death

In summer, the huts were unbearably hot and in winter very cold. A large majority of
the Japanese internees were from tropical climates, so they suffered from the extreme
temperature changes and dust storms, particularly because they were not provided with

any heating.

On September 7, 1942, Jiro was hospitalised in Waranga Hospital, then transferred to
Heidelberg Hospital on September 27.31 He made his will on 8 September, intending to
leave everything to Hatsu after his debts were paid.32 He soon returned to Waranga
Hospital where he died on 7 January, 1943.33 An autopsy was conducted on his body and
the cause of death was recorded as bronchopneumonia. However, according to his fellow

internees he died from cancer. He was buried at Tatura cemetery on 9 January and the

27 M. Kamada, “Kokubo no Saizensen: Dauin kushu wo tsuitousuru” in M. Kamada, ed. Reframing
National Memory: Stories from Australia and Japan about the Pacific War, Ochanomizushobo, 2012,
p. 86.

28 Nakashiba, M. p.65.

29 Nagata, p.96.

30 Nagata, p. 102.

31 MP1103-1, DJ18118.

32 McArthur, this will is included in a Controller of Enemy Property file.

33 Sakakibara Diary, p.27.
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funeral was attended by Hatsu and internee friends.34 Jiro’s right-hand-man Yoshio also
died four months later. Jiro was among the 46 Japanese internees, including four
Formosans and three babies, who died during internment at Tatura. Their graves were

later moved to the newly established Japanese War Cemetery in Cowra, NSW, in 1964.35

The war cost Muramats everything. The Property Statement in Muramats’s internment
file shows that his household goods and other assets, including his luggers at Darwin
and Cossack, four tons of pearl shell, and his properties, were confiscated. Muramats’s
premises were damaged by the Japanese bombings, then there was a complete
breakdown of control by the Australian military police. Looting by drunken soldiers
stripped furniture and valuables from the abandoned homes of civilians belonging to
both internees and evacuees.36 Similar destruction occurred in other areas, such as
Thursday Island.

7. After the war

After the war, in late 1945, the Australian government decided to repatriate all Japanese
nationals, except for certain categories which included naturalised British subjects.
Hatsu Muramats was part of this group. Many elderly Japanese nationals who had lived
in Australia for most of their adult lives were not able to stay, despite appealing the
decision. The first group of Japanese to be repatriated was from Tatura and they left the
camp for the Port of Melbourne early in the morning of February 21, 1946, to embark on
the Koei Maru, which left at 15:30 that day. A second group were repatriated on the
Daikaku Maru, which left Sydney on March 2, 1946. 37 A third ship, Yoizuki, carried
both internees and POWs of Formosan and Korean origin who had been held in Australia
as “Japanese”. 38 Those internees who were going to be allowed to stay in Australia and
who had been separated from their families, were reunited in Tatura. In September, 1946,
it was decided that No.4 camp was to be closed and the remaining internees were moved
to No. 3 on 26 September, 1946.

8. Loyalty check

There were 156 individuals including 25 females and 48 children who had been initially

34 Thid.

35 Cowra Japanese War Cemetery Database, https://www.cowrajapanesecemetery.org/ Muramats’s
grave position B-08-02. 193 out of 524 graves belong to civilians.

36 McKinlay, B., Australia 1942 End of Innocence, Sydney, Collins, 1985, p.81.

37 Nagata, pp. 199-200. The Koei Maru carried 2562 internees and 400 POWs from the Murchison
POW camp. The Daikaku Maru carried 2691 POWs including approximately 500 pearl-shell workers
who were interned as enemy civilians, but later reclassified as Japanese Merchant Seamen who were
treated as POWs.

38 Yoizuki carried 1005 repatriates including 439 internees. Nagata, p.203.
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withheld for further interviews by Roland Browne, Acting Director-General of the
Security Service. These interviews were to ascertain who could be safely released into
the Australian community without security objection. Some of them opted themselves to
return to Japan.3? Joseph Murakami, one of the sons of the Murakami family from
Darwin, reflected in 1988:

The decision as to whether one should go to Japan or remain in Australia has a ring
of finality which is difficult to appreciate today... There was the so-called tribunal,
chaired by a senior judge, which I think discouraged Australian people from going to
Japan. I don’t know the reason for this but it may have been based on genuine

humanism.40

In the case of Hatsu, she was described by Browne as saying:

Mrs Muramats is a widow. Her husband died in the camp. There is reason to believe
that her husband naturalised as she claims and she is thereby a naturalised British
subject. She is a woman of considerable means and I do not think is now of any possible

security risk. Her release can be safely approved.4!

If Hatsu had wished, she could have returned to Japan in 1947 on the final repatriation
ship, the Kanimbara, which carried 20 other individuals who had been interviewed by

Brown. Hatsu opted to stay and her detention order was revoked on August 23 1946.42

9. Leaving Tatura

Australian Japanese were released into the post-war Australian community as soon as
the camp administration ensured that they had a place to live. As a result of the
Japanese bombing of Darwin, they were advised to settle elsewhere after the war. Hatsu
was among the ten internees who were released to Perth on October 3 1946.43 Among
them were Hatsu’s friend, Shigeno Murakami and her four sons. Shigeno also lost her
husband due to illness in the camp. The Murakami family were offered accommodation
at a Catholic orphanage in Perth where the mother and the oldest boy were employed
and the younger boys attended school. Hatsu did not stay in Perth, but went to Cossack
where she had family property. It was not until well into the 1950s that Japanese

families who had formerly lived in Darwin were able to return there. Hatsu wrote to her

39 A373, 11505/48

40 Joe Murakami’s letter in 1988 in Nagata, p.210.
41 A373, 1/505/48.

42 A 373, 11505.

43 Tatura Camp Diary, AWM 52, 8/7/43
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sister-in-law, Sumiko Muramatsu, on Feb 26, 1952:

We were all destroyed by the war ...You must have been scared. Your father also died
during the war. It must have been hard on you. Condolences... I returned to Cossack
two years ago. It was shocking to see the state of our house. Things inside the house
were stolen and looted. All the windows broken. Papers, books, letters all destroyed. I
burnt them all... there were only four other houses left in Cossack. No other people
apart from two strangers and myself live there. I have to go to Roebourne for shopping
every ten days. Very inconvenient. I feel just like being on a desert island. No one to

talk to. I am lonely and miss Japan. I want to go to Japan.44

When she finally left Cossack in 1957, it was to return to Japan and live with her
daughter Haru. Hatsu died in Yokohama in 1959, leaving an estate in Western Australia
of £7,670.45

10. Final thoughts

In the broad scale of the tragedies surrounding the Pacific War, Jiro Muramats story is
only one among so many. However, it is hard not be moved by the absolute loss of all that
a family had strived to achieve over a lifetime spent so far from their ancestral home. By
enormous effort and patient application Jiro had transformed himself into a most
Australian Japanese who could move easily between both social strata and cultures. He
was a living bridge between two nations whose relationship was largely defined by
mistrust. Everything that that he had strived for was utterly destroyed — his investment
in an Australian future, both professional and personal, his care for his workers, and his
conviction that he could be a loyal Australian and a good Japanese. While his post
mortem stated he so quickly died in internment of pulmonary disease, and his
acquaintances said he had cancer, it is not too sentimental to say that he really died of a
broken heart. The fact that he was soon followed by his faithful friend Yoshio is also very
poignant. This is where history intersects with real life and while it may seem self-
indulgent to speculate in this way, the tragedy is self-evident. Jiro Muramats died a
broken man through no fault of his own and his widow Hatsu must have spent the rest

of her days despairing at the cruelty of it all.

44 Kinoshita Family archive, Letter by Hatsu, Feb 26 1952.
45 Sissons, Australian Dictionary of Biography, Muramats, Jiro (1878-1943)
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$ElYU XN / List of Archival Materials

ltems IDs

Title

National Archives of Australia (NAA)

Jiro Muramats

E/1945/1 Part

Jiro Muramats - A Native of Japan, Disqualification under Section 39 (S).

A406 1923-1923
1 attachment Appeal before High Court of Australia
A433 1941/2/2244 |11967-1967 Muramats JT -pearling applications Cossack, WA and Darwin NT
AB59 1943/1/7347 11915-1943 Shaw, Taylor and Muramats - Pearling-Complication Cossack
Fl 1939/503 1939-1940 Arrest of Luggers D28, D44 & D45 (Australian)Owned by Estate VR
Kepert & Muramats
F1 1948/272 1948-1950 J Muramats- Acquisition of Darwin Property 17/1/46
A406 E1945/1 Part1 1923-1923 Jiro Muramats-A Native of Japan. Disqualification under Section 29(S).
Attachment Appeal Before Hight Court of Australia
A367 C7153 1941-1945 Muramats Jiro
£68 DP556 1948-1948 Deputy Commonwealth Crwon Solicitor- Darwin Land Compulsory
Acquisition 17/1/1946 Estate of J Muramats
A7359 6 1939-1941 Identification papers J and T Muramats Pearlers Darwin
A7359 9 1928-1938 J & T Muramats Pearlers
C71573 volume Jiro Muramats - Western Australia - Application to be enrolled on
A1497 19 P441 to 1923-1923 Commonwealth Roll - Constituion Sec 41 Commonwealth Electoral Act
443 1916-1922
MP138/1 603/217/1101 [1943-1944 Re - Jiro, Muramats, deceased
A1379 EPJ1396 1942-1956 Muramats, Jiro - Deceased internee
A10078 1923/10 1923-1923 Murramats Jiro versus Way R, Commonwealth Electoral Office for the
State of Western Australia
K1145 1920/49A 1920-1920 Jiro Muramats [Japanese]
A712 1899/K6472 1899-1899 Muramats, Jiro - naturalisation
A1539 1942/W/161 1941-1942 Muramats, Jiro - naturalisation Income Tax file: Jiro Muramats
AB77 CL24179 1946-1950 NT Darwin Freehold Acquisition 17 January 1946 - claim of Estate of J
Muramats - holding No 314 and 524
MP745/1 250/43/572 1944-1951 Darwin, Northern Territory - compulsory land acquisiotn - claim of estate
J. Muramats & others
MP1103/1 DJ18118 1942-1945 Prisoner of War / Internee; Muramats, Jiro; Date of birth 06 September
1878; Nationality Japanese
MP1103/2 |DJ18118 1939-1945 Prisoner of War / Internee; Muramats, Jiro; Year of birth 1878;
Nationality Japanese
c433 1296 1941-1946 Mr Muramatsu [Correspondence with the Japanese Consul General in
Australia]
PP302/1 WA17964 1941-1942 Jiro [Giro] Muramats

National Archives of Australia (NAA)

Hatsu Muramats & Marie Muramats

K1145 1918/137 1918-1918 Marie Haru Muramats [Japanese]
K1331 Japanese/Mura 1948-1948 Muramats Hatsu - Nationality: Japanese - arrived Cossack per unknown
mats H 1895
K1145 1926/16 1926-1926 Hatsu Muramats (Japanese)
MP1103/1 DJF18119 1942-1946 Prisoner of War / Internee: Muramats, Hatsu; Date of birth-O8March
1893; Nationality -Japanese
MP1103/2 DJF18119 1939-1945 Prisoner of War / Internee; Muramats (mrs) Hatsu; Year of birth -1893;

Nationality - Japnaese
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National Archives of Australia (NAA)

Saburo Muramatsu & Aya Muramatsu

Al 1924/24078 1912-1932 Saburo Muramatsu - Exemption certificate

PP14/3 Japanese / circa 1916 - Muramatsu Saburo - Nationality : Japanese - [application from for
Muramats S circa 1920 Registration as Alien]

PP14/3 Japanese / circa 1916 - Muramatsu Aya- Nationality : Japanese - [application from for
Muramatsu A |circa 1920 Registration as Alien]

State Records Office of Western Australia (SROWA)

S211 cons3640 1890/1167 Reserve 1732 Cossack LOT 380 Shire of Roebourne

S59 cons3458 1898/044 Sakutaro Muramats

S59 cons3458 1899/032 Sakutaro Muramats

S675 consb27 1899/0397 AF. Abbott - Naturalization Certificate to Jiro Muramats - for.

S675 cons752 1918/2336 Pearling: Assistance to Pearlers Cossack: Application

5946 cons477 1920/0039 J. Muramats-Roebourne-Ships License for

5668 cons1650 1922/0534 Resident Magistrate's decision in Roe - Claim for enrolment of Jiro
Muramats

S3667 cons251 1925/0356 Cossack Reserve 1732. Application by John (sic) Muramats to Lease

State Library of Western Australia (SLWA)

J. & T. Muramats (c.1893-1920s)

Copies of correspondence, orders, bills of lading and information

ACC 2628A 1924-1928

conferning business dealings, phtocopies
ACC 3700A 1983-1920 diaries
ACC 6792A 1926, 1928 Statements, invoices orders for goods supplied

- letters, order and receipts for busniness dealings 52 items, originals and
ACC 1019A 1908-1923 . p g 9
(apporx.) photocopies

ACC 9127A 1924-1929 Statements, invoices and correspondence

City of Karratha Local History Collection

Muramats Record

MURT - MURG3

Muramats Record

Rates books for Roebourne, Cossack and surrounding areas 1926-

1923_1-1943_1b 1954

2020_56 image Painting - Muramats House at Cossack, Painted by Cyril Leake 1948
2017_1052 [Photograph Mrs Muramats at Cossack

2017_1053 [Photograph Mrs Muramat with friend at Cossack

2017_1054 [Photograph Cossack. Mrs Muramat and friend

National Libral

ry of Australia

mfm O 2303

microfilm

HKEAY3Y - ST-HEFRMNEANOEKRBBEORARNEKKER—4 B
R 16E3AEMK2049A

EASM—NTILBARBRS. B/ SANEE R = B2 LA REGE—
# BHB42E (RMNOHERR)

BRIURABRMA, BARERHBRIUR AR E

7Y T7ERER+E > Y — (Japan Center for Asian Historical Records, National Archives of Japan)

B0232691400

B+ F - AUEIBRAlH T 2RER9

N2 RIEE (Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan)

3.8.2.300-2-2-1

B RIURABRMA, BARERUBRIR AT I
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Postscript

Two and a half years have passed since we visited Cossack, and we finally have an image
of who Jiro Muramats was. He was a gentleman who strove to become an outstanding
businessman. By piecing together historical records, we learned about Hatsu, who was
always a part of Jiro’s life, and his connection to Japan that he maintained through his
relationships with his only daughter Marie * Haru, the families of Tunetaro and Saburo,
the Muramats family in Fujieda, and his sisters Uta and Yasu. It was also evident that
Jiro had gained the trust of both the Japanese labourers who worked for him as well as

the local residents.

His internment during the Pacific War must have caused him great anguish, for he had
lost everything he had built up over the years in Australia. Jiro’s grief at being interned
by his adopted country must have been unimaginable. We believe that he was a man
who took pride in being a British subject, but at the same time maintained a strong

Japanese identity.

Hatsu, Jiro’s wife, was said to be ‘the last resident of Cossack’, but we know very little
about her character. The letters she sent from Cossack after the war, in which she

expresses her thoughts and emotions about her family and Japan, are very moving.

The members of the project all share an interest in examining social histories and
international relations from the viewpoints of the people affected, particularly the
ordinary people. It would be most gratifying to the editor if this monograph helps
1llustrate the diverse aspects of the history of Australia-Japan relations from the end of
the 19th century to the mid-20th century, and sheds some light on the history of the

pearling industry in Australia’s northern waters.

We are indebted to numerous individuals and organisations for their assistance with this
research. Without the cooperation of the relations of Sakutaro and Jiro Muramats in
being interviewed, we could not have put together this portrait of Jiro. Their hospitality
and generosity in permitting us access to a wealth of personal materials in their
possession greatly benefited our research. We are grateful to the members of the
Muramatsu family, including Ms Yasuko Kinoshita in Kobe, Ms Toshiko Nakayama in

Yokohama, and Ms Kazuko Muramatsu and Ms Hiromi Muramatsu in Fujieda.
We also would like to express our appreciation to the archivists and librarians both in
Australia and Japan, in particular to Ms Sally Culver of Karratha City Library, Ms

Catherine Hall of Xavier College Archive, Mr Takeshi Sakuma of the Diplomatic
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Archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Mr Keisuke Takemoto of the Provincial

and Literary Museum of Fujieda.

The research and the publication of this monograph are supported by kakenhi (the
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research) (B), entitled ‘Dynamism of the Maritime Frontier:
Territorialisation of Australia’s northern waters and subsistence tactics in the border
regions’ (Principal Investigator: Mayumi Kamada, Grant Number: 17H02241) 2017-
2019.
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Cover Painting (Back)

Jiro and Hatsu’s house in Cossack. It was situated on the hill where Japan Town (China Town)
was thought to be located. Jiro also had a house and his store on the main street of Cossack

near the jetty. Painting by Cyril Leake, 1948. (City of Karratha Local History Collection 2017_1054)
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