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Jiro Muramats and his Family:
Portraits of the Family Connecting Japan and Australia
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Preface

This publication is the result of the continuation of the joint research conducted under the
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B) ‘Dynamism of the Marine Frontier: Territorialization
of Australia's Northern Waters and Subsistence Tactics of the People in the Border Regions’
(Principal Investigator: Mayumi Kamada, Project No. 17H02241, 2017-2019). It is a sister
volume to Jiro Muramats (1878-1943): A Japanese Businessman in Australia, which is also
a part of the above research findings. The photographs obtained during the research have
high archival value, and therefore decided to compile them into a booklet to be made available
to the public with the consent of the descendants of the Muramatsu families. The
contributors to this volume are Mayumi Kamada, Hiroyuki Matsumoto, Yuichi Murakami,

Yuriko Nagata, and Keiko Tamura.

In this joint research, Kamada compiled a list of archival records relating to Muramats held
by archives in Australia. By examining these documents it was possible to trace the
movements and activities of the Muramats family in Australia as well as revealing the
developmental processes of J & T Muramats, the company. The search for historical
materials in Japan was done in collaboration with Matsumoto. In addition, Matsumoto
closely examined Jiro Muramats' ‘diary’ housed at the State Library of Western Australia, in
order to draw out the relationship between Jiro and Japan based on his movements upon his
return to Japan in 1920. Tamura used records from the Xavier College archives as well as
those from the Karratha Municipal Library to reveal Jiro's life in his youth as well as his
management activities of J & T Muramats in Cossack. Murakami examined the
development of Muramats' pearling business in Cossack, focusing on historical documents
from the Australian National Archives and the State Records Office of Western Australia.
Based on records of Japanese and Japanese-Australian internment during the Pacific War,
Nagata depicts the story of Jiro and his wife Hatsu in the internment camp, and Hatsu's life
after the end of her incarceration. Maxine McArthur was invited to contribute to the report

on the Supreme Court case regarding Muramats' registration on the electoral roll.

The following reports are available on the Library of Nagoya University of Commerce and
Business website:
Jiro Muramats (1878-1943) : A Japanese Businessman in Australia (https://www.nucba.ac.jp/
university/library/discussion-paper/NUCB-K-22101.html).
Kenji Fujita's Sketchbook: Memories of Cossack, Western Australia (1925-1938)
(https://www.nucba.ac.jp/university/library/discussion-paper/NUCB-K-21102.html).
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diro Muramats and his family:

portraits of the family connecting Japan and Australia

1. Encountering Muramats in Cossack (Western Australia)

This booklet was compiled from photographs in the possession of the relatives of Jiro
Muramats (1878-1943) and his younger brother Saburo (1884-1942). Jiro Muramats
founded the company, J & T Muramats in the early 20th century in Cossack and successfully
operated a store and a pearling business. After Jiro inherited the store from his father
Sakutaro upon his sudden death, he expanded and diversified the business. The company's
clientele comprised not only the local Japanese community, but also ranchers and others in
the Pilbara region, and it was involved in the export of pearl shells and later, asbestos. In
the era of the White Australia Policy,! Jiro was a rare Japanese who could compete on equal
terms with the European-Australian. As a naturalised British subject,? Jiro aspired to be
a successful Australian entrepreneur. The photographs depict the life of Jiro Muramats as

an Australian businessman, and reveals the family bonds which underpinned his success.

The research on Jiro Muramats began with a field trip to Cossack in 2017 in the course of
editing Kenji Fujita’s sketchbook.? Fujita from Kinan (southern area of Wakayama and Mie
prefectures) worked on a pearling boat owned by J & T Muramats between 1925 and 1938.
He left many marvellous watercolour sketches of Cossack of the time, including those
depicting the life and work on the boat, the scenery of fishing grounds and sea life

(Matsumoto et al. eds, 2021).

Almost no one today, not even academics in the field of Australian Studies, can point out the
location of Cossack on a map. The town was abandoned in the late 1950s and is now
registered as a historic site in Western Australia. The Pilbara is also a region far removed
from the daily life of most Australians, and is probably only known as an area for iron ore
production. The road stretches far into the horizon, and is vast. The sun is strong, and it

feels as though one is dehydrating. The two field trips¢ were conducted during the dry

1 It was a racist policy that discriminated against Asians and other ‘coloured’ people to create a society of ‘whites’
of British descent. The policy was introduced during the colonial period and lasted until the 1970s.

2 In 1901, the six British colonies formed the ‘Commonwealth of Australia’, but they remained part of the British
Empire and their citizens remained British subjects. Even after the ‘Nationality and Citizenship Act’ was passed
in 1948, the status of ‘British subject’ was maintained as before, until it was completely abolished in 1984. Prior to
the creation of the federation, each of the six colonies was autonomous with its own constitution and parliament,
and it was possible to apply for naturalisation in each colony.

3 Keiko Tamura, Yuichi Murakami, and Mayumi Kamada conducted the field research in September 2017.

4 The second trip was conducted by Keiko Tamura and Mayumi Kamada in August 2022.
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season, and it was difficult to imagine life on the coast when a fierce cyclone strikes. How

did the Japanese who came to this region more than a hundred years ago live?

Although restoration and preservation of Cossack as a historic site had begun, the historical
information of the site mainly focused on the European settlement in the late 19th century.
The exhibition in the old courthouse, which had been renovated as a museum, had references
to indigenous and Asian residents, but the research done on these populations seemed
insufficient. There was a panel exhibited in the museum explaining the history of Asian
residents, with a photograph of the grave of Jiro’s father, Sakutaro Muramatsu (1846-1898).
But the panel's description failed to make any mention of Sakutaro or the Japanese pearl
divers who lie buried in the Japanese cemetery in Cossack. A need was felt to make a study
of the Japanese merchants, such as Sakutaro Muramatsu and Jiro Muramats, as well as the
Japanese indentured labourers who lived there. There was also a desire, as Japanese
researchers, to make an academic contribution to the history of Japanese immigrants in

Australia and the role they played in Australian society.

Alarge number of documents on Jiro Muramats and J & T Muramats are kept in the National
Archives of Australia and the state archives and libraries in Western Australia. However,
the only comprehensive description of Jiro Muramats is a short introduction to 'Jiro
Muramats' by D.C.S. Sissons in the Australian Dictionary of Biography (Sissons 1986).
Since the initial visit to Cossack in 2017, historical documents in various archives and
institutions have been examined, other relevant materials were discovered in Japan, and the
research findings have been published (Kamada ed. 2020). The photographs presented here

were provided by relatives of Muramatsu during the course of the research.

The characters JGEE’ are used for Jiro’s name as in previous publications. Although his
name in the official family register in Japan is written as “XEF’, he always wrote his name
using the characters YGEF including in his notes on the back of photographs and on the draft
of his passport application. He obviously preferred to write his name as ‘J& Ef’.
Furthermore, we use ‘Muramats’ for Jiro and Hatsu’s family name because Jiro always signed
his name ‘Muramats’. For Saburo and others, ‘Muramatsu’is used, as this spelling was used

by Saburo when he signed his name.

2. A Story began with a photograph

It was very fortunate to be able to meet the relations of Jiro and his family in Japan. The
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photograph on the cover page of Saburo’s daughter Sumiko and Yasunosuke, the son of a
photographer Yasukichi Murakami in front of Sakutaro’s grave, introduced the personage of
Mrs. Yasuko Kinoshita, the daughter of Sumiko. The photograph was taken by Murakami
who lived in Broome at the time. When Mrs. Kinoshita visited an exhibition on Murakami
at Wakayama University in 2016,5 she noticed the same photo mentioned above, was also in
the possession of her family. Mrs. Kinoshita, who had been interested in her grandparents
and her mother’s connection to Australia, contacted Dr. Mutsumi Tsuda (currently a
Professor in the Department of Policy Studies, Kansei Gakuin Univerisity) who had
organised the exhibition. Through Prof. Tsuda’s introduction, it was possible to meet Mrs.

Kinoshita.

At the first meeting, Mrs. Kinoshita brought out many photographs in her possession, and
later she also explained about Muramatsu family genealogy and allowed the examination of
Saburo’s passport and Hatsu’s letters. With the photographs and letters in hand, it gave a
human dimension to Jiro and his wife Hatsu (1882-1959) and Saburo and his wife Aya (1888~
1963), who, up to now, only existed on paper in the Australian record files. It was
somewhat of a strange sensation to realise that a close affinity was felt towards the
documents in the archives and even to the numbers in the account ledgers after having
viewed the photographs of these individuals. Saburo’s feeling of pride on taking on the
challenge of doing business in Australia is evident in the photo of him taken in front of a
pearling boat. In the photo of Aya holding her daughter Sumiko, she appears tired,
indicating the harshness of the living conditions in Cossack. The photograph of Jiro and
Hatsu in front of their home in Darwin, taken in 1931, gives the impression that they were
experiencing a peaceful and contented life. It seems Jiro kept close contact with Saburo
after he returned to Japan with his family to keep them informed of their situation. There

were also a few photos of Darwin in the 1930s.

Based upon Mrs. Kinoshita’s recollection, we were able to locate the Imatomi family in
Yokohama (the in-laws of Haru, Jiro’s only daughter). We met Toshiko, the wife of Haru’s
son, Shingo Imatomi, and she showed us many photos and documents held by the Imatomi
family. Then another photograph brought a new finding: the whereabouts of Haru after her
return to Japan in 1920 for her schooling. The photograph of Hatsu and Haru taken at a
photo studio in Fujieda, was convincing evidence that Haru was raised in Fujieda, Sakutaro’s

hometown in Shizuoka Prefecture. An inquiry made to Fujieda Nishi High School (formerly

5 ‘The life story of Yasukichi Murakami (1880-1944), a Japanese migrant from Wakayama to Australia, as seen
through the photographs he sent to his mother’, 10 June — 29 July 2016, at Institute of Kishu Economic and
Cultural History, Wakayama University.
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Fujieda Girl’s High School) confirmed that Haru was a graduate of the school (graduated in
1930).

Among the photographs, those of Utaé and Yasu, Jiro and Saburo’s younger sisters, stand
out. They appear in the photos of Haru’s wedding and of the ceremony in front of Hatsu’s
grave. Two of Haru’s aunts helped to look after her when she came back to Japan at a young
age and stayed with her great-aunt (Jiro’s aunt). According to the letters preserved by the
Kinoshita family, and Jiro’s ‘diary’?, Saburo and Hatsu stayed for a time with Yasu’s in-laws
when they traveled back to Japan. It shows that the brothers and sisters kept close contact
even at a time when frequent travel and communication between Australia and Japan were

difficult.

Furthermore, the Imatomi family kept over 2,500 pages of the J & T Muramats account books
that Hatsu had brought backin 1957. As discussed in detail in other publications (#HtH 2023,
Kamada 2023), the ledgers and cash books written in English are invaluable documents for
the study of the socio-economic history of the Pilbara, as well as the business operations of J
& T Muramats and the lives of indentured Japanese that he employed. If Hatsu had not
been brought these records back to Japan, or if the Imatomi family had not preserved them

for 70 years, they would have been totally lost.8

Based on these valuable historical documents and research findings, this paper will focus on

Jiro Muramats’ life, family ties, and the successful development of his business in Australia.

3. Japanese in the Australian pearling industry

What follows, before going into the main topic, will be a brief explanation about pearl-shell
fishery that Muramats was involved in. The main species collected in Australia is the
Pinctada maxima, a large bivalve shell (up to about 22cm) that burrows into the bottom of
the seafloor in the tropical Pacific region. Pearl shell fishing in Australia began in 1851
with the granting of a fishing licence at Shark Bay, Western Australia, followed by the

discovery of vast pearling beds in the warm waters north of the Tropic of Capricorn, and the

6 Officially named ‘Utaji’ in the family register.

7 The ‘diary’ kept in the State Library of Western Australia is like a memorandum written when Jiro temporarily
returned to Japan in 1920. The contents include a chronological record of events between 1891 and 1906, the
number of boats Jiro owned, the gifts that he purchased and to whom he gave those to when he went home,
farewell gifts and people from whom he received them, and a draft of the application for his passport [State
Library of Western Australia: ACC 3700A].

8 The account books were digitised and donated to the State Library of Western Australia. These can be viewed
at the following website (https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/record=b1745730~S7).
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industry further developed in northern Australia after 1860. Fishing took place in the
waters of the Indian Ocean, the Timor Sea, the Arafura Sea, and the Coral Sea. The main
bases of operation were in Broome, Darwin, and Thursday Island. The cleaned shells were
exported to Europe and the United States and processed into shell buttons. In the 1920s,
Australia accounted for 85% of the world's supply of pearl shells.

Pearl-shell fishing involves collecting pearl oysters that live on the seafloor. Initially, they
were collected by bare diving in shallow waters, but as fishing grounds became depleted, the
fishing practice shifted to the use of diving gear. In the 1920s, the air pumps for pumping
air to the divers evolved from manual to motorised compressor-type pumps, and later, the
pearling boats themselves (called luggers) were fitted with engines. The fishing grounds

could reach depths of from 10 meters to nearly 70 meters.

Shellfish harvesting on the seafloor is hazardous. Tidal currents vary depending on the
fishing grounds, depth, date and time, and the seafloor is not flat. The seafloor was sandy
or rocky with hidden gaps, and the air pipe could be damaged by rocks and corals. In
addition, the deeper the water, the greater the risk of the bends. Although the fishing
season was suspended during summer when cyclones usually hit northern Australia, the
unexpected arrival of cyclones at other times resulted in several maritime accidents causing

many deaths.

The Australian pearl-shell fishery was supported by the use of indentured Asian workers,
including Japanese, Malays, Filipinos, and Koepangers,® who were employed as divers and
crews of pearling boats. The workforce was also composed of Indigenous people and
Papuans from southern New Guinea Island. In particular, the Japanese workers were
crucial to the industry. Most of the boatswains, engineers, divers, and tenders who handled
the lifelines of the divers were Japanese. Locating fishing grounds, assessing the condition
of the seabed, and the work procedures were learned through onboard and underwater
experiences. During the fishing season, the crew lived on a small boat for several weeks,
and good communication and trust among them were essential. Therefore, in the pearl-shell
fishery, crews on boats formed professional teams which were often bonded together by blood
ties and local relations. At its peak in 1917, when Broome had the largest take of pearl
shells, more than 1,400 Japanese were working there, and nearly 80% of them were from

Kinan (8fH 2016). Kenji Fujita, mentioned above, was also from Kinan, Kozagawa,

9 Ethnic group names used in statistics at the time were not strictly defined. Koepanger is the ethnic group
name used in Australia, to refer to those who are from Timor and other islands in eastern Indonesia.
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Higashimuro-gun, Wakayama Prefecture.

As will be discussed later, Australia introduced the White Australia policy in the late 19th
century. Most Asian workers, including Japanese, were on indentured contracts, and only
a few Japanese were allowed to settle or become naturalised. Jiro Muramats, a naturalised
British subject and a successful pearler, was a rare exception who was very little known.
One reason for this is that the Pacific War led to the forced internment and deportation of
Japanese and Japanese-Australians, and for a time the Japanese community in Australia
disappeared. dJiro died in internment, J & T Muramats ceased to exist, and the venture was
buried in history. Moreover, with the development of plastics after the war, demand for shell
buttons plummeted, and the pearl-shell fishery industry declined. When pearl cultivation
began in Australia in the late 1950s, the pearl-shell fishery became primarily a harvesting of
mother oysters for cultivation. The Australia-Japan relationship regarding cultured pearls

was re-established with new entrants into the industry (& 2016).

4. Connecting Japan and Australia: Muramatsu family in the history of immigration

From the end of the 19th century to the 20th century, Japan sent many immigrants to North
and South America and Southeast Asia, and many studies have been done in the field of
immigration history. However, the studies mainly examined migrants as a ‘mass’, and it is
not easy to trace individuals unless they are well-known figures. In five years of research,
we have brought to light the life of Jiro Muramats and the business of his company, J & T
Muramats (Kamada ed. 2020; Kamada 2023).

The reason why the life of Jiro Muramats is of such interest is that, under the White
Australia policy, he not only succeeded in business in Australia despite being Japanese, but
he also contributed to sustaining the economy of Cossack and the Pilbara. The author
believes that Jiro was determined to make Australia his permanent home. Although he was
Japanese, he sought British citizenship in order to aspire to be an entrepreneur in Australia.
So a second point of interest was how this was reflected in his way of life. Such a choice by
Jiro was possible because of his strong family ties, including his brothers and sisters and

those of his father's family in Japan.
As the second son, Jiro was free from the responsibility of continuing and developing his /e

(family lineage), which was expected of Japanese men at that time. But his father Sakutaro

and his older brother Tsunetaro, both as the oldest sons of the family, might have had to take
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on greater responsibilities. One’s decision to immigrate abroad could not be made without
considering the rest of the family. Especially in Japanese society in the first half of the 20th
century, the burden of responsibility of the sons for ensuring that the /e thrives was much
greater than it is today. The relationship between Jiro Muramats and his family and their
movements between Japan and Australia demonstrates the dynamics of migration as a social

act.

The Muramatsu family’s relations to Australia will be discussed below.

4-1. Sakutaro Muramatsu

Sakutaro Muramatsu, who arrived in Australia in 1888, was one of the earliest of Japanese
immigrants in the Meiji era. Sakutaro was one of many small merchants who travelled to
Nanpo (the South), such as Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines, and Australia
in the 1890s. He was not one of the ‘elites’ like businessmen or diplomats posted to big cities
like Sydney and Melbourne. For example, Torajiro Satol? is known as a successful Japanese
in the pearl-shell business, around the same time as Sakutaro. Sato had studied in the
United States and had a strong background. He was also commissioned by the Minister of
Foreign Affairs to conduct a fact-finding survey of immigrants. Therefore, with such a

strong background, he was able to develop a business on Thursday Island.

In the area of immigration history, the role of ‘nameless’ small merchants such as Sakutaro,
who opened the door for Japanese to expand southward and attracted other Japanese
immigrants in the early to mid-Meiji period, as well as the networks they built in the region

deserve greater study.

Sakutaro was born in Fujieda, Shizuoka Prefecture, and was based in Kobe in the 1880s as
an intermediary for migrant workers from Japan. The Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan have records showing that in 1884, Sakutaro Muramatsu,
together with Chobei Takeda, introduced migrant workers bound for Thursday Island,
Australia, to Fearon, Low & Co., which had a branch office in Kobe. Sixty-nine people were
recruited to work in Thursday Island. This was the second group of migrant workers sent
to Australia following another group of Japanese workers contracted with John Miller, the

first overseas immigrant officially recognised by the Meiji government.!! Therefore, it is

PRI S B I E T A4 7 OEORALE, A—A 7Y TBR, FERKE,
(https://wave.pref.wakayama.lg.jp/bunka-archive/senjin/satoutora.html), accessed on 11 Nov. 2023.

11 John Miller, a manager of pearl-shell business, visited Yokohama to recruit Japanese workers, with Mankichi
Masuda as his liaison. As a result, 37 men signed up, and in 1883 Miller led them to Prince of Wales Island,
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certain that Sakutaro was involved in facilitating overseas emigration under the Meiji
government from its inception, and had some connection with Australia by the mid-1880s.
But it is not known why he decided to come to Australia or how he eventually opened his

store in Cossack.

When Sakutaro arrived in the 1890s, Cossack was an important port in northwestern part of
Western Australia, and the town was at its peak of prosperity. Some Japanese were already
living in the area, and Sakutaro likely foresaw business opportunities there. The number
of Japanese people increased rapidly, and in October 1897, the Cossack Japanese Association
was formed, with Sakutaro becoming its first director and treasurer. At the time of its
establishment, the Association had a branch in Roebourne,?2 and Shingoro Tokumaru and
Takazo Nishioka were also on the board of directors. Shingoro Tokumaru later established
Tokumaru Bros. with his younger brother Kamejiro, who expanded the business from Broome
to Perth, Melbourne, and Singapore. Takazo Nishioka, who was closely related to the
relatively well-known Yasukichi Murakami,3 ran a store in Cossack with his wife Eki.
After Takazo's death, Eki married Yasukichi, who had been working in his store. Yasukichi
learned photography from Eki and ran a photo studio in Broome and Darwin, leaving behind

many photographs.

Sakutaro often travelled back and forth to Kobe after setting up his store in Cossack. He
might have arranged for Japanese contract labourers to work in the Cossack pearl-shell
fishery, along with importing goods for the local Japanese community. Sakutaro had five
children with his wife Sada: Tsunetaro, Jiro, Saburo, Uta, and Yasu. Sakutaro, as the only
son, was supposed to succeed to the Je in Fujieda, but since he had settled in Australia and
was running a business in Kobe and Cossack, he left his oldest son Tsunetaro in Kobe and

his second son Jiro in the family’s care in Fujieda.

The Muramatsu in Fujieda was a farming family that also served as the village headman,

south of Thursday Island (AJit 1978). For further information about immigration history in Japan, see [ A¥##
M3y (AL 1981 47-53).

12 Roebourne is located about 15 km inland from Cossack. It was founded in 1866 as a result of the development
of ranching in the area, and became the first town to be established in the northwestern part of Western Australia.
The township was established in 1887 along with Cossack and became a hub in the region, with the development
of the pearling industry in Cossack and the development of gold and copper mines in the Pilbara region in the late
19th century. The population of Roebourne in 1901 was approximately 1,000. [Western Australian colonial
census 1848-1901 raw data’, The University of Western Australia (https:/research-
repository.uwa.edu.au/en/datasets/western-australian-colonial-census-1848-1901-raw-data), accessed on 27 Feb.
2023].

13 “Yasukichi Murakami - Through A Distant Lens’, a film about Yasukichi Murakami by Mayu Kanamori, a
Sydney-based filmmaker and photographer, was screened in Sydney, Adelaide, and Darwin, and was well received.
Kanamori also published the results of her research on Murakami on her blog lAbout Murakami’
(https://aboutmurakami.wordpress.com/about/), accessed on 15 Feb. 2023].
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but Sakutaro became a merchant, just like his grandfather, with a talent and passion for the
business.  According to the Muramatsu family genealogy, Sakutaro's grandfather,
Hikohachi (Hikobei), worked for a merchant at a young age, and later achieved great success
as an independent rice trader. Hikohachi died in Dojima, Osaka, while his son Hikoroku
(Sakutaro's father) became head of the Jein Fujieda. Sakutaro, like his grandfather, opened
up businesses in the new frontiers of Kobe and Cossack. Sakutaro died on 13 February 1898
at the age of 51 in a hospital in Roebourne and was buried in Cossack. Sakutaro's

gravestone in the Japanese cemetery in Cossack is quite conspicuous.

4-2. Sakutaro’s three sons: Tsunetaro, Jiro and Saburo

After Sakutaro passed away, Jiro’s brothers and sisters were very supportive of Jiro’s
commitment to the business in Australia. In return, Jiro supported his family in Kobe
financially. Sakutaro's sons, Tsunetaro and Saburo, travelled back and forth between Japan
and Australia, fulfilling their responsibilities towards their /e in Japan as well as to ensure

the success of the business in Australia.

Tsunetaro

The eldest son, Tsunetaro (1869-1921) left Kobe in May 1893, stayed in Broome for two years,
and arrived in Cossack in March 1895. Sakutaro was also running a store in Broome at the
time. While merchants from Ehime, such as Kametaro Yamamoto, Toyosaburo Mise, and
Eijiro Yamazaki, arrived and began operating stores in Broome, Sakutaro moved his base of

operations to Cossack.

Ultimately, Tsunetaro did not stay in Cossack for long and returned to Japan. It may be
because he wanted to look after the family in Kobe, or he was concerned about Sakutaro’s
family in Fujieda. Upon Sakutaro's death, Tsunetaro returned to Cossack for a time, but he
went back to Japan after Jiro's inheritance was settled, and the launch of J & T Muramats.
The ‘J’ in the name of the company stands for Jiro, and the “I" is for Tsunetaro. As Jiro's
initial was placed first, Jiro was intended to be the person who was primarily responsible for

managing the company from the beginning.

According to records in the possession of Jiro’s relatives, Tsunetaro succeeded to the head of
the Muramatsu family in Fujieda after Sakutaro's death, but in practice, it was Sakutaro's
sister, Koh, who effectively took over the family name along with her husband. Upon
returning to Japan, Tsunetaro married Hide from Kobe in 1902 and settled there. Following

a succession of major family-related events between 1906 and 1907, such as the marriage of
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his younger sisters, Uta and Yasu, Saburo's departure for the US, and the death of his mother,
Tsunetaro resided in Fujieda for a time before moving to Tokyo, where he died in Sugamo
(Tokyo) in 1921. Koh became head of the family, who took over Jein Fujieda, but as she did
not have any children, she adopted Tsunetaro’s second son, Hisajiro, to carry on the family

line.

dJiro

Jiro left Kobe at the age of fifteen with his father Sakutaro in November 1893, six months
after Tsunetaro departed for Australia. dJiro stayed in Broome for about five months before
arriving in Cossack. Immediately after Jiro arrived in Cossack, Sakutaro left Cossack for
Japan and stayed there for six months. So, Jiro must have been looked after by some

Japanese in Cossack as Tsunetaro was in Broome at this time.

In April 1895, the year after his arrival in Cossack, Jiro enrolled at St. Francis Xavier College
in Kew, Melbourne. This was shortly after Tsunetaro came to Cossack in March. Most
Japanese merchants overseas at the time sent their children back to Japan for their
education. Sakutaro’s decision to bring Jiro to Cossack and then send him to the college in
Melbourne was unusual, and it indicates Sakutaro’s strong desire to continue his business in
Australia with Jiro. At the same time, Jiro must have decided that he would follow in his
father's footsteps even before enrolling at the college. At Xavier College, Jiro acquired a

mastery of English and bookkeeping, and received awards for his academic excellence.

Sakutaro died of illness in Cossack in February 1898 while Jiro was still a student at the
College. On receiving notification of his father's illness, Jiro hurried back to the Cossack.
He learned of his father's death en route to see him. Therefore, he discontinued the trip and
stayed in Perth to begin dealing with the procedures for inheriting his father's estate. His
brother Tsunetaro was in Japan at this time. Jiro, then, applied for naturalisation in the
colonies of Victoria and Western Australia. This was shortly before Federation. Because
of his excellent academic record at Xavier College, and the strong support of Alexander A.
Marks, Honorary Consul of Japan, his naturalisation as a British subject was granted in

Victoria in July 1899. On the other hand, his application in Western Australia was rejected.

Attending Xavier College laid the foundation for Jiro's later life, just as Sakutaro had hoped.
His experience in Melbourne, the central city of Australia, of being educated in an established
boarding school, and becoming acquainted with the children of prominent families and with

expatriates from large Japanese companies, must have instilled in him a sense of pride and
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confidence. On his return to Cossack, Jiro was determined to run the store not only to
support the Japanese community but also for residents in Cossack and the Pilbara as well
(Tamura 2020). He bought pearling boats and expanded his business into pearl-shell fishery
and exporting its products. Jiro inherited his passion for business from his great-
grandfather Hikohachi and father Sakutaro. He turned his energies toward expanding his
business in north-west Australia, from the Pilbara to Darwin. However, the main office of
J & T Muramats, remained in Cossack, even after moving the business to Darwin, primarily
because it was easier to run diverse businesses from Cossack than from Darwin. In addition,
Cossack was Jiro’s starting point in Australia, as well as where his father Sakutaro had
started his store, and was laid to rest. Cossack was also where Jiro married Hatsu and

where their only daughter Haru (35F ; Marie Haru) was born.

Saburo and Jiro in Cossack

Sakutaro’s third son, Saburo, was fifteen years younger than Tsunetaro and six years
younger than dJiro, and grew up under the protection of his older brothers after his father's
death. Saburo went on to higher education, graduating from the Department of Commerce,
Kwansei Gakuin College of Advanced Studies (the predecessor of Kwansei Gakuin
University). In a photograph taken in 1904 of Saburo at the age of twenty with his younger
sisters Uta and Yasu, they all appear as youths from respectable family. Furthermore, the
existence of Saburo’s passport issued by the Japanese Consulate in Seattle in 1907, held by
his descendants, proves that he went to the United States after completing his higher
education. He must have received a large sum of funds from Jiro, in accordance with the

terms of the inheritance.

Saburo went to Australia twice, in 1913 and 1917, to join Jiro to run J and T Muramats in
Cossack. During his first trip to Australia, he travelled to Broome and the gold fields of
Kalgoorlie to broaden his knowledge of Western Australia. A document held in the National
Archives of Australia mentioned that Saburo worked at Kanake Co. in Osaka, but there is no
evidence to confirm this. In 1915, he returned to Japan and got married. Saburo returned
to Cossack in 1917 with his wife Aya (f1¥-), and the following year their only daughter
Sumiko (AT~ Joyce Sumi) was born. While Saburo and his family were in the Cossack,
Jiro sent Haru back to Japan for schooling and entrusted his aunt Koh, Sakutaro's sister,
with her upbringing. dJiro left for Japan from April to December 1920. To have a
trustworthy brother like Saburo to look after the business in his absence allowed dJiro to be

away from Cossack for eight months.
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Hatsu and Haru left Cossack in January 1920, three months before Jiro’s departure for Japan.
On his way to Japan, Jiro engaged in several business negotiations in Singapore and bought
souvenirs to be given to relatives, neighbours and acquaintances in Japan. For Jiro, it had
been twenty years since he had been back to Japan, the last time being in 1899, shortly after
Sakutaro's death. He travelled extensively in Japan during his five-month stay until his
departure in November with his wife, Hatsu. dJiro delivered money entrusted to him by
some Japanese in Cossack to their families, greeted old acquaintances, and met Tsunetaro
and his sisters and their families. In Tokyo, Jiro exchanged contracts for the recruiting of
Japanese indentured workers with Morioka Co, an immigration company. The most
important event during his stay was greeting their relatives and neighbours in Fujieda. dJiro
left a detailed list of the souvenirs he bought for his relatives and neighbours as well as the
gifts he received in return (Matumoto 2020). The importance attached to his visit to
Fujieda was because Fujieda was where Sakutaro was born and Jiro grew up, and most

significantly, the town would become Haru's home in Japan.

After Jiro returned to Cossack at the end of 1920, he worked energetically to expand the
business. Despite Australian government intervention to prevent him from being able to
own more than ten luggers, Jiro enlarged his fleet by operating the vessels for which he held
mortgages and by looking after other pearlers’ boats. The government under the White
Australia policy did not want Jiro, an Asian, to become influential in the pearling industry.
In terms of the management of the store, he made sure he had diversification in the types of

goods traded and earned the trust of clients by trading on long-term credit (Kamada 2023).

Saburo, who worked with Jiro in Cossack and appeared to be considering settling down there,
decided to return to Kobe in 1924, at around the time when his daughter Sumiko was going
to start her schooling. In 1921, Saburo was exploring the possibility of becoming a
permanent resident along with Aya, and there was even a petition submitted by residents
supporting their application, but it was rejected by the federal government. For Aya, who
had completed girls' high school in Japan, life in the Cossack might have been too difficult.
Saburo might have started a new business in Kobe putting into use his experiences in
Australia. In any case, after returning to Japan, Saburo continued to assist J & T Muramats
from Kobe. In the account books, there were entries recording payments for telegraph
messages from Kobe, and of remittances to Saburo to cover costs for the recruiting of migrant

workers and their accommodation in Kobe before their departure to Australia.

There are photographs sent by Jiro and letters from Hatsu still in the possession of Saburo’s
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descendants which attests to the fact that Jiro and Saburo's family maintained a close
relationship even after Saburo’s return. When the Pacific War broke out and the names of
Japanese interned in Australia were published in the newspaper, a letter was sent in the
name of Saburo Maramatsu to the POW Information Bureau of the War Ministry inquiring
about Jiro and Hatsu. Saburo was ill at the time and the letter was written by his daughter,
Sumiko, on his behalf. He died shortly after the letter was sent. Less than a year later, on

7 January 1943, Jiro, who had been interned in the Tatura Camp, also passed away.

The business, which had been passed down from Sakutaro to Jiro and built up over Jiro's
lifetime, ceased operations at the outbreak of the Pacific War with Jiro’s internment. By
then, both Jiro and Saburo had kept Sakutaro's legacy alive. Jiro continued to visit Cossack
every year after his move to Darwin. A headstone inscribed with Sakutaro and Sada's
names was erected in the Muramatsu family cemetery in Kobe, where Saburo and Aya are
laid to rest. The eldest son, Tsunetaro, fulfilled his responsibility to care for the Je (family

lineages) both in Kobe and Fujieda.

4-3. Women of the Muramatsu
Neither Jiro's wife Hatsu nor Saburo's wife Aya were involved with the business of J & T
Muramats. However, they looked after the welfare of their families. In addition, these

women had little children.

At the turn of the 20th century, Cossack was in decline and it lost its economic vitality. In
1904, a new jetty at Point Samson facing the open sea was constructed, which ended
Cossack’s function as a major port in the region. The light railway line that connected
Cossack to the inland town of Roebourne, was discontinued. By 1910, the township had lost
its status as a municipality, and the post office, schools and churches were closed. The
Cossack economy was essentially sustained by J & T Muramats and the people associated
with Muramats. J & T Muramats employed 100 people (mainly Japanese and Koepanger)
for its pearling luggers, including the crew, shell-shuckers, and carpenters. There were also
shopkeepers, laundrymen, handymen, butchers, hotelmen, etc. associated with Muramats.
Jiro needed to diversify his store’s business because the business could not survive with a

customer base consisting only of residents of Cossack.
What was life in Cossack like for Hatsu and Aya? Even though daily necessities and

foodstuffs were provided by Jiro’s store and a handyman was employed to help with

maintaining the house, it was all they could do just to maintain their daily lives. Only a few
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people in Cossack actually lived with their families, and the female population was extremely
small, so it was unlikely that Hatsu and Aya had friends to talk to. Moreover, Cossack was
deserted during the fishing season, from April to September, because the crew lived mostly

on the boats.

Hatsu Noguchi, who became Jiro's wife, was born in Nagasaki. Australian records show
that she arrived in Cossack in 1895. She was thirteen years old. She married Jiro in 1905
and was registered in the family register in Japan in 1910. Her daughter, Haru was born
in 1913. For Hatsu, Cossack was her home. During the dry season, the sea was calm, and
the sun was strong but pleasant. The sunrise experienced by the authors on their second
visit was breathtakingly beautiful: the sun rose from the Indian Ocean, turning the sky from
a deep blue to orange. And when the tide receded several kilometers into the distance, it is
possible to witness the light reflecting off of the surface of the water and sandbars at the
mouth of the Harding River, changing colour moment by moment. It is truly a site to behold.
The 'Staircase to the Moon', which can only be seen on full moon nights during the dry season,
was also a wondrous site. Tamura and the author thought about how Hatsu must have been

impressed upon witnessing such marvellous moments.

Hatsu must have looked forward to the arrival of Aya, Saburo’s new bride. On the other
hand, for Aya, Cossack was a harsh place to live. Aya was born in 1888 in Harima. As a
graduate of the girls’ high school in Toyooka, Hyogo Prefecture, she was highly educated. It
was said she spoke fluent English. She must have been anxious about living and having
children in an environment where the climate and human relations were completely different
from those in Japan, no matter how much support she had from Saburo and Hatsu. Aya
appears somewhat tired in photographs taken of her in Cossack, in contrast with those taken
in Japan before her marriage. Perhaps because her life in Cossack had been difficult, Aya

hardly talked to her family about her experiences in Australia.

The sisters of the Muramatsu family, supported their brothers in many ways, even after they
were married. For example, they provided places for them to stay on their return to Japan,
and counselled their Australian-born nieces. Uta and Yasu often appear in the records and
photographs held by Jiro and Saburo’s descendants. In interviews with relatives, they were
mentioned as adorable figures. Yasuko Kinoshita (whose maiden name was Muramatsu),
the granddaughter of Saburo, was named after Saburo’s sister Yasu. dJiro could feel secure
in his identity as an 'Australian/British subject' and thus establish himself in Australia,

paradoxically because he had a strong sense of belonging to his family in Japan.
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Uta married into the Shima family of doctors in Osaka, while Yasu married into the Kato
family in Tokyo. Both were wealthy and established families. There is a letter written by
Saburo when he was temporarily back in Japan, indicating that he stayed with the Kato
family. It appears that Hatsu and Haru were also looked after by the Kato family for a few
months when Hatsu took Haru back to Japan for her schooling. Hatsu must have felt
uneasy with her marital Muramatsu family and relatives in Fujieda because it was her first
return visit to Japan since she left for Australia at the age of thirteen. There also were
cousins Haru’s age in the Kato family. In Jiro’s ‘diary’, which was a written record of his
activities on his return to Japan in 1920, contains lists of expensive souvenirs that he bought
in Singapore to present to the two families. The Kato family in particular was given special
consideration: some money was presented not only to Mr. Kato, Yasu, his mother and the
children, but also to three maidservants and a handyman (Matumoto 2020). Haru probably
felt that the aunts who were close to her father were more approachable than her great-aunt,
who acted as her foster mother. When Haru arrived at Fujieda at the age of six, her great-
aunt was fifty-six years old. Yasu appears with Jiro and Hatsu in a photograph taken at the
Mitsukoshi Photo Studio in Tokyo. Yasu and Uta were also in the photo of Haru’s wedding,
as well as in those taken in front of Hatsu’s grave. On the occasion of Haru’s engagement,

Mr. Kato took the place of her father, Jiro.

Haru joined Jiro and Hatsu in Darwin in 1930 after graduating from the girls’ high school.
In the following year she enrolled in the boarding school at Rose Bay Convent in Sydney,
before returning to Japan and marrying Shohei Imatomi from Shimonoseki in 1935. Shohei
worked for 7bzannoji,* part of the Mitsubishi conglomerate, and was posted to Sao Paulo
with Haru soon after their marriage. Their two children were born in Sao Paulo. Many
photographs from Sao Paulo are currently held by the Imatomi family. Comments reflecting
their contented lives are noted on the back of the photos. In these photos, Haru appears to
be happy and adapting well to living abroad. After returning from Brazil, Shohei left his
family behind and was posted to Burma, where he was drafted and died of illness in Pegu in
July 1945. It is not hard to imagine the hardships faced by Haru, being left with two
children in the midst of the chaotic post-war period. She worked for a trading company

utilising her English language skills, and sometimes taught English there.

14 The company was formerly known as 7ozannojyo, which was involved in the development of the Korean
Peninsula and was founded in 1919 by Baron Hisaya Iwasaki. The company acquired local firms abroad and was
involved in paper manufacturing in Taiwan, trading and agro-pastoral industries in Brazil, and rubber orchards in
the Malay Peninsula BRI FDFESE  Showa 16(http:/tozannoji.npo-index.net/comment/), accessed on 2 Feb
2023].
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Sumiko, whose father Saburo had been sick and died during the war, also completed the
Hyogo First Girls’ School, and then went on to the Kobe College of Pharmacy (the predecessor
of Kobe Pharmaceutical University). She left her job as a university assistant to look after

her mother Aya and pursued a career as a pharmacist while raising a family.

For Haru and Sumiko who were born in Cossack, Australia was not their home. At the end
of the Pacific War, Haru was thirty-two years old, and Sumiko was twenty-seven. Despite
being at the mercy of war, they lived their lives with an indomitable spirit, like true

Muromatsu women.

5. Challenges of the White Australia Policy:
Trading and Pearling Business of the J & T Muramats

Jiro, following his deceased father Sakutaro’s wishes, laid a firm foundation for the J & T
Muramats company, and started a pearling business in 1906. Since then, he extended the
business with two pillars, trading and pearling. After Jiro founded the company, he used
the bookkeeping skills he acquired at Xavier College to keep meticulous accounts of the daily
transactions and financial situation of the company, as well as listing bad debts from his
father's time. The account books, which Hatsu brought back to Japan after the war and
have been kept by the family, were written in English. They included personal accounts,
trading and pearling expenses accounts, cashbooks with entries of everyday trading, property
lists, etc. The ledgers must have been voluminous, given that only some of the Cossack
business survived and most of it, including the business in Darwin, has been lost. It shows
how much attention he paid to financial management and poured his heart into the success

of the business (Kamada 2023).

It is noteworthy that Jiro expanded his clientele to include the residents in the entire Pilbara
region, not only the Japanese in Cossack, and diversified his business. He sold goods to
Japanese workers on the pearling boats, as well as groceries, daily necessities, materials and
equipment, to the residents and station owners and workers in the remote areas. He
exported scrap metal and copper, asbestos, in addition to marine products such as pearl-
shells, tortoise shells and shark fins, which were brought by local manufacturers. Heran a
life insurance agency for the Japanese crew. He also undertook to provide transport services
utilising a truck and a car that he had purchased (Tamura 2020). Despite repeated credit

losses, he maintained long-term business relationships with his customers and thus earned
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their trust.

He was also successful in pearl-shell fishing. In 1909, there were 113 pearlers, in Western
Australia, mainly in Broome, but only six of them owned more than eight vessels (Oliver
2006:42). Muramats, who owned ten vessels, was a large-scale operator. Moreover, at the
time, the owners of pearling luggers were ‘white’ people, and some of the large-scale pearlers
lived in New South Wales. Muramats, an Asian and sole proprietor, was a prominent figure
in the pearl-shell fishing industry. Senior officials and politicians in the Western Australian
and federal governments intervened in Jiro’s business, concerned about the growing
influence of Muramats as an Asian. From the late 19th century, before the Federation, the
Australian colonies had adopted the White Australia policy, which restricted 'Asiatics’’5 from
owning pearling luggers and running a business. After the Federation, the government

restricted the employment of Asians and imposed strict controls on immigration.

Jiro, who had decided to take over father’s business in Australia, had been granted
citizenship as a British subject in Victoria shortly before the Federation. This is why Jiro
could own pearling vessels, despite the ownership of such vessels by ‘coloured aliens’ being
prohibited in Western Australia since 1892. Furthermore, in 1912, Western Australia
passed the Pearling Act, banning ‘Asiatics’ from owning pearling boats, but Jiro already
owned ten boats before the law came into force. After 1912, no further ownership was
allowed, and Jiro was forced to challenge the barriers of the White Australia policy to expand

his pearling business.

In 1922, Jiro was registered as an elector in Western Australia and applied for electoral
registration for federal elections. However, his application was rejected because he was an
‘Asiatic’, so Jiro appealed to the High Court in 1923 for the right to vote in federal elections
(Oliver 2008: 134-135). He lost the case, and even his name was removed from the electoral
rolls of Western Australia. Jiro’s 1923 case was the first to be brought before the High Court,
asserting his right to vote under the Commonwealth electoral law (Noberry and Williams
2002: 5-6). Further research is needed to understand why Jiro took legal action over
electoral registration at this time and took the matter to the High Court, but we can assume
that a sense of pride and identity as an Australian entrepreneur was developing in Jiro, while

his business in Cossack was experiencing i a period of growth.

15 Although it contains discriminatory connotations, the term was used in the law and administrative documents
of the time.
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Examination of records held by the archives, revealed that some local officials such as a
magistrates and pearling inspectors, had a favourable attitude towards Jiro, in contrast to
high-level officials and politicians of the state and federal governments, who took a strict
stance regarding the exclusion of Asians in line with the White Australia policy. dJiro
conducted his business with sincerity and fairness, thus contributing to the local economy. In
this way, he won the trust of the residents in the area.

For example, in Cossack, Muramats enlarged the fleet by practicing so-called ‘dummying’
(name lending)'6 which was prohibited by the authorities, as a way to skirt the restrictions
on the number of vessels he could own and the number of Asian crew that he could employ
under the White Australia policy. Jiro owned in practice more than ten vessels. This was
possible because he operated mortgaged vessels and used part of the proceeds from the sale
of pearl-shells to cover his debts. He also operated vessels owned by white pearlers on their
behalf, and employed a shipowner as a manager. Clear entries were recorded in his account
books, including credits, debts, interest rates and payments. dJiro engaged in legitimate
management practices, offered assistance to the businesses of small-scale white pearlers, and
actively supported local commercial activities in Cossack. Hence, while local officials were
aware of that Jiro was engaging in the practice of ‘dummying’, there is no indication that the

authorities intervened Murakami 2020).

As a Japanese, Jiro was in a better position to employ Japanese contract workers than the
‘white’ pearlers, and the Japanese working on pearling boats around Cossack were also
customers of his store. Entries in the account books show that he kept track of individual
crew member’s income and expenditures, and promptly remitted money to Japan on request.
He showed concern for the Japanese crew. Bonuses were paid to those who made special
voyages unrelated to fishing or found pearls in the oysters. Special gifts and banquets for
the crew were prepared on special holidays such as Christmas, New Year, the King’s birthday,
and the Japanese Emperor’s birthday. Kenji Fujita, mentioned above, wrote in his memoir
that Jiro had ‘credit with the white people and was a person with virtue’ (Matsumoto et al.

eds 2021: 120-122).

Despite the success of his pearling business, the wall of the White Australia policy he had to
challenge became even stronger. In the late 1920s, Jiro planned to expand his pearling

business to Darwin and to purchase nine new luggers, but he was forced to give up the deal

16 The practice of ‘dummying’ includes: applying for a pearling boat licence owned by a coloured person in the
name of a white pearler; having a white pearler working under the direction of a coloured one; using indentured
labourers for work other than what was permitted by their working permits, etc. (Murakami 2020: 74-75).
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due to the federal government’s intervention. The issuing of fishing licences was under the
jurisdiction of each state so were in state jurisdiction and operations in different states would
normally be licensed separately. But the federal government limited the number of vessels
he could own to ten, by not granting employment permits for foreign crews. As a result of
not being able to acquire new vessels, Jiro decided to move half of his fleet from Cossack to
Darwin. In the personal letter to H.G. Nelson, a Member of the Parliament, Jiro expressed
anger at the unreasonableness of even a British subject having restrictions placed on his

business operations because of his Asian background.

Jiro’s opposition to the federal government’s introduction of a harvesting quota on pearl-
shells also incurred the displeasure of the government. Pearl-shell fishing by Japanese
vessels in Australia’s northern waters began in the 1930’s, resulting in an oversupply of
pearl-shells in the market. To prevent a further fall in prices on the world market, major
operators and importers of pearl-shells lobbied the federal government to introduce a
harvesting quota. But Jiro opposed this policy. This was because a policy limiting fishing
among Australian producers would not be adhered to by Japanese-flagged vessels on the high
seas.l” Japan’s growing power in international politics and its economic expansion towards
the south also raised the suspicions of the Australian government concerning the activities

of Jiro, a Japanese.

After moving to Darwin, J & T Muramats was involved in pearl-shell fishing in the Timor
Sea, the Arafura Sea and the waters off of the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia).
Muramats’s name became known by Japanese fishermen operated in the Arafura Sea in the
1930s, and by Japanese who visited Darwin on & training ship. Several incidents
heightened events built up Jiro’s credibility at the time. For example, when Fukotaro Tange,
the first Japanese to engage in pearl-shell fishing in the Arafura Sea, experienced problems
with the air compressor on his vessel, it was Jiro who came to his aid. In an incident
involving the capture of Japanese fishing boats off of Arnhem Land in the late 1930s, he
worked with the Japanese Association of Darwin for their release. And when the Kaio-

Maru,'8 a navigation training ship of the Japanese Ministry of Education, unexpectedly

17 At that time, territorial waters were defined as three nautical miles, and no legal concepts had been established
regulating the exploitation of resources outside territorial waters, such as the Exclusive Economic Zone and
continental shelves.

18 The ship, known as the ‘Lady of the Sea’, was launched in 1930, and was able to accommodate students from the
navigation departments of eleven public merchant marine schools across Japan. The students who completed the
study at their respective schools took training on board for one year and three months. The ship was refurbished
during the Pacific War and used to transport Japanese who were repatriated at the end of the war. When the new
Kaio-Maru was launched in September 1939, the older ship was retired, and is now moored and open to the public
at the Kaio Maru Park in Toyama Prefecture. [HAVMGFHERIAIREME Mo FEAEHR (2008) THhoRlAE &b
AA R 8 HEEINAYH AL/ EAL]
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arrived in Darwin in 1936, Jiro presented the instructors, trainees, and staff on board with

pearls, pearl-shells and one head of beef (Matsumoto 2020).

Jiro and Hatsu appeared peaceful and content in a photograph taken in front of their home
in Darwin. dJiro’s internment documents include a list of his assets in 1935, including ships,

which was valued at 6,000 pounds in Darwin and 5,300 pounds in Cossack.19

6. dJiro and Hatsu in Australia

With the outbreak of the Pacific War, Jiro and Hatsu were taken into confinement in Darwin
and transported by land to Tatura Internment Camp in Victoria. In the personal records of
the internment, the status for of Jiro and Hatsu was originally entered as a 'maturalised
British subject', but later changed to 'Japanese'. Tatura Internment Camp was located 180

km north of Melbourne and housed mainly enemy alien families.

The camp was in an arid region with large temperature differences, and the internees had to
suffer through sandstorms. It was very cold in the huts but there were no heaters. dJiro
was admitted to Waranga Hospital on 7 September 1942 with stomach cancer and died on 7
January 1943 at the age of sixty-four. He was buried at Tatura cemetery and was reburied
in 1964 in the newly established Japanese War Cemetery in Cowra, New South Wales
(Nagata 2020).

The ledgers of J & T Muramats Cossack business later found in Japan must have been taken
to the Tatura camp, as the Japanese crew's income and expenditure for the second half of
1941 had been recalculated by Jiro. Yoshio Shigeno, who was the Cossack manager of the
Muramats, was also interned at the Tatura camp. Additions and corrections had been made
in the personal accounts of the Japanese crew, and unpaid wages were calculated with
interest. The records show five pounds were remitted to each of the crew members interned
at Loveday camp in South Australia. Jiro was always concerned about the Japanese crew,

and tried to fulfill his responsibilities as an employer even while being interned.

19 This was worth 113,000 yen at a time when the yearly salary for the highest level bureaucrat was 4,000 yen.

[ TEHIG - KIE - BRI - SR - AR ) (httpsi/coin-walk.site/J077.htmO]. The average annual income of
Australians at the time was 158 pounds [Measuring Worth’ (https://www.measuringworth. com/datasets/
auswages/)]. According to estimates on the Reserve Bank of Australia website, the value of his property today
would be around $1.23 million, which is about the price of one house in Australia today. But at that time dJiro
owned more than 10 ships, a home and pearl-shell sorting facility in Darwin, most of the entire land area of
Cossack estate including two homes there, and Jarman Island [Pre-Decimal Inflation Calculator’ Reserve Bank of
Australia (https://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html), accessed on 27 February 2023].
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In addition, Jiro wrote a will stating that Hatsu would be the beneficiary of all his property
after paying off his debts. Hatsu was released from the internment camp in August 1946
and returned to the Cossack via Perth. In a letter written to her niece Sumiko around 1948,
she reports that the house in Cossack was looted, every windowpane was smashed, and
documents, letters and account books were scattered throughout the house. She also wrote
that only Hatsu and two other strangers were left in Cossack. The House in Darwin and all
of the ships were destroyed, leaving nothing at all. Hatsu lived in Cossack until 1957, in an
atmosphere of strong anti-Japanese sentiment. She was alone, with no one to rely on or to

talk to, and was looking forward to going back to Japan,

The reason why Hatsu remained in Cossack until this time, even after the Peace Treaty with
Japan took effect, was probably to sort out Jiro's estate. The author believes that Hatsu
brought back the ledgers to Japan because they were proof of the assets Jiro had left behind.
In the end, leaving behind 7,670 pounds (Sissons 1986), Hatsu returned to Yokohama, where
her daughter Haru lived, and died two years later. No further research was undertaken

about Jiro's estate in Australia.

It is not hard to imagine the feeling of despair experienced by Jiro Jiro’s during his detention
as he watched when he saw the business he had built up over his life collapsing. Moreover,
despite having contributed to the northwestern Australian economy as a naturalised British
subject, being interned as an enemy alien was as if his life was being denied. He must have
been concerned about his family and friends in Japan, including Haru. It is said that dJiro
lived quietly in the camp to avoid attracting attention, although he could have taken a
leadership role as he was fluent in English and was known as a successful businessman
(Nagata 2020). It was a cruel reality for Jiro, who aspired to become a virtuous
entrepreneur and poured his heart and soul into his business in Australia, would not be
allowed to retain his status as a British subject at the end of his life. It must have caused

him to lose the will to live.

Hatsu died peacefully surrounded by Haru's children only two short years after she returned
to Japan. Chopin is still being played by Hatsu’s great-grand daughter in the Imatomi
family with the piano Hatsu bought for her grandson, Shingo. Young Jiro also played the
piano and was awarded a prize in music during his time at Xavier College. In the house in
Cossack, there was an organ, and a toy piano for little Haru. Jiro Muramats, an Australian
entrepreneur who remained a Japanese through his family ties, has his name engraved on

Hatsu's gravestone in Yokohama.
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C

v o288 (1913F) AV v IDXALY - ANY—=KNEN=FTo VI ANELE, KFRHR /
Panorama of Cossack (1913): View towards the main street of Cossack and the Hardings
River. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)

J—h-bElLhsEL Yy I2R (1913F)  BEEAIYYIDXIY - AN =k, FEDEY
DHEDICHAAFEHBEDOE AN D o7 KTRFE) / Panorama of Cossack from Goat Hill
(1913) : In the distance is the main street of Cossack. The camp for the Japanese crew was
located near the building shown in the front. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)
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VRZ—DEBETRITINLC=ZEBORSE (1915%F) | "MEOLHEEANEL) EEREINTWVWSD, ZBBIFHF
ICARICBERIFERICHIULTWARL, RTREFE) / Saburo’s passport issued by the Japanese Consulate
in Sydney (18 April 1907): This passport would have allowed the bearer (i.e. Saburo) to travel to Great

Britain and Ireland to engage in commerce, but he did not travel there after he returned to Japan.
(Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)

RERDZROEE, O—/\VICTREIN:
(T915E8B10H)  CkT=xFE) /Passport
photo of Saburo (10 August 1915):

Photographed in Roebourne. (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita family)
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JLA4Y—5E =8B (1918%F) kTxm#&) / The pearling
lugger ‘Gracie’ and Saburo (1918) (Courtesy of the Kinoshita

REMEOFHEE (19185F) kTxm#® / Crew on the et
pearling lugger (1918) (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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Ay oeR (1917FE) @ HA-—XARZUFOEE) EHFANMTVTVNEDT, BEEORYHOFIEAF
HTI=D DEYHINMROERLEBIONS, KTxRA#E /Panorama of Cossack (c 1917): Memo
attached to the photo reads ‘home in Cossack’. Muramats’s house is in the front center of the

phO‘tO. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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BEBOEARANOHIIORZXD, O—/\VicTiRE (1920F4820H) : #RIAHNSHE KA. BER. =8B,
BISIEDS ILARKES. 7V, XX, BABENR  kTxmE) / Send-off of Jiro for Japan in
Roebourne (20 April 1920): Back row from left, Osamu Wachinaga, Jiro, Saburo; front row from
left, Yasutaro Yamamoto, Aya, Sumikio, Yoshimatsu Masumoto. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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ENSIRER. IUARKER. =B X
. AR kFxeE) )/ Send-off of Jiro for Japan in Roebourne (20 April

1920): From left, Jiro, Yasutaro Yamamoto, Saburo, Sumiko, Osamu Wachinaga, Aya, Yoshimatsu

Masumoto. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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VvV EME (19205814H) : BAIC
MF T Y HAR=ILZE LS, BE (G052F%F
B) & ENSREDOR/NERE. =& (7
IW—LBAKEOER) . N LEEWN. BEEE
BEEORHEF. kTxFm / On board
the ship ‘Japan’ (14 May 1920): Jiro
(second from right) leaving Singapore for
Japan. Sending him off are, from left,
Kamejiro Tokumaru, Miura (brother of
Tokumaru’s wife in Broome) and
Otomatsu Murakami. Photographed by

Nobuhei Torii of Taiwan Sugar Refinery.
(Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)



Iy 7 ORARANEM (1922F68418) NEIT/ ODRBOTAFIDESD, RIENS=HE. RER.
+EZRKNEYT/, BRER fIAOFESLNSHMAIT I, LY, NERZB, BEENELE
(EmERrE) / At the Japanese Cemetery in Cossack (Early June 1922): Photograph
taken when Shigeno Murakami visited the grave of her mother, Chiyo Araki. Back row from left:
Saburo, Jiro, Shigeno Murakami holding her son Jukichi, Otomatsu Seto; Children in front row
from left, Sumiko Muramatsu, Masuko Murakami, Yasunosuke Murakami. Photographed by

Yasukichi Murakami. (Courtesy of Ms Ruruka Minami)
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NIMERBBOERION LB ERMZA IO (19224F6A8) (NEYT/HABOTAFIAD
EZDIC—RTIAVY VIR RKICBRESNIEDD, BERIN LRZE KTxFAR) /
Yasunosuke Murakami and Sumiko Muramatsu in front of Sakutaro’s grave (June
1922): Photograph taken by Yasukichi Murakami when Shigeno Murakami visited
the grave of her mother, Chiyo Araki. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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NEIT/, BB +&. ¥R (1922%F) 2
Yy IBESORO I —L—Ty VEOMEER
PNd. OKTxREE) / Shigeno Murakami with
her children, Yasunosuke, Jukichi, Masuko
(1922): Photo may have been taken en route
between Broome and Cossack, when Shigeno
Murakami visited her mother’s grave in

Cossack. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)

53

NEREFERZE (1922%F)  OYvIESOD
FobDEBbhd, KTxREFRE / Yasukichi

Murakami and his son, Yasunosuke (1922):
Photo may have been taken when Shigeno

Murakami visited her mother’s grave in

Cossack. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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NIEEOHEHR. BFREDEY (193942
B) FxmE /J & T Muramats's new
/ store (the old Customs House) (Feb

1939) (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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Yy IER (2022F8A#HAESEY) ) /
Panorama of Cossack (Photo: Mayumi
Kamada, August 2022)

BB & NIREE=EE : BRAR L MRTEE
EoltEMEHRDBA. —RHERD
A—=7PNIHGE UTERSI N, FRID
BYEHERMAEA, COXEF, 18724
ICN\T Ly NEEDERSINTUURE, ¥
L—tt. /—RUxANEERZREDAT YD
DFEEDHRLTH olco  (20224F8FHMAES
1#%) / Ruins of the old Custom House
and Muramats store. Muramats
acquired the old Customs House and
Bond Store, and the building was used
for a time as a turtle-meat processing
plant. Muramats also acquired the lot
and the building in front. Ever since
the Howlett's Store was built in 1872,
the site had been associated with
commerce in Cossack, such as McRae
& Co. and the North West Mercantile

Store. (Photo: Mayumi Kamada, August 2022)

NIMEER : APy IDRBEEHIC, N
WEIYy 7 OEBOMFIZEAL I,
(2017#9R#MES|®Y) / Ruins of
Muramats’ residence. Muramats
acquired many lots and buildings in
Cossack during the period of the

town's decline. (Photo: Mayumi Kamada,
August 2022)
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1. Cossack, Western Australia

The Arrival of Saburo

Cossack was considered by Jiro and Hatsu Muramats to be their home in Australia. It was
the only place where Saburo and Aya experienced life in Australia. Most of the photographs
of Cossack examined by the author were in the possession of Saburo's granddaughter, Yasuko
Kinoshita. Images of the front of his house as well as distant views from his home attest to
the life and existence of Saburo’s family in Cossack. Unfortunately, there are few
photographs of Jiro and Hatsu that offer an insight into their lives in Cossack. As far as the
author is aware, the only photographs of Jiro are: 1) one with Saburo and his family in front
of their house; 2) group photographs taken in Roebourne in 1920 to see Jiro off on his
temporary return to Japan; 3) some taken by Yasukichi Murakami in 1922 when his family
visited the grave of Yasukichi’s mother-in-law. A few photos of Hatsu after her return to

Cossack at the end of the Pacific War are housed in the Karratha City Library.!

Cossack lost its status as a municipality in 1910, and were it not for the presence of the J &
T Muramats company, the town would have been abandoned in the 1920s. The panoramic
views of Cossack taken in 1913, probably sent to Japan by Saburo, show the old customs
house, the courthouse, the post office, as well as hotels and houses, it is no longer recognizable
as a town that once had a population of over 1,000 people. As the population of Cossack
declined, Jiro increased his land holdings. He moved his shop from the area known as ‘Jap

Town’ to the centre of the town and also acquired a house for his family.

Jiro married Hatsu Noguchi in 1905 in Cossack (marriage registered in Japan in 1910) and
their only daughter Haru (Marie Haru/ 3%¥) was bornin 1913. In the same year, he called
his younger brother Saburo over, and in 1917 Saburo revisited Cossack with his new bride,
Aya, after a short return to Japan. In 1918 their only daughter Sumiko (Joyce Sumi/ T &
F) was born. It seems that Saburo’s family lived with Jiro. According to a list of furniture
from 1918, which was found in the ledgers of J & T Muramats, the house had three bedrooms,

one of which was Saburo and Aya’s, a dining room, a living room, a kitchen, and a bathroom.

Life in Cossack must have been difficult for Aya. The environment was very different from
the Setouchi region in Japan where Aya grew up, with no pleasures like city life and few
people to talk to other than Saburo, Hatsu and Jiro. Furthermore, she had a little child.

There were sandflies that caused extreme itchiness, which troubled us greatly during

1 Karratha City Library, Mrs Mramat (si0): 2017_1054, 2017_1053, 2017_1052.
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research trips even in the dry season when there were fewer outbreaks of these insects. In
the photographs of Aya taken in Cossack, she appears sunburned and somewhat tired. She

also looks thinner than she did when she got-married.

At the time, the population of Cossack had drastically declined. The town’s school had
closed, and there were no families with small children. Furthermore, Jiro sent Haru back
to Sakutaro’s hometown, Fujieda, and entrusted his aunt, Koh, with the upbringing of Haru,
as it was common practice for Japanese merchants abroad to have their children educated in
Japan. Haru and Hatsu left for Japan in January 1920,2 and Jiro went back for 8 months
from April 1920. dJiro was able to be away from Cossack for such a long period of time
because he felt he could leave the management of the company and the bookkeeping to
Saburo. Saburo’s family left Australia in 1924 to coincide with the start of primary school

for their daughter Sumiko.

J & T Muramats in Cossack

Jiro arrived at Cossack in 1894. His father, Sakutaro, was running a store in China Town
(later called Jap Town) in Cossack. Sakutaro also had ran a store in Broome at the time,
and Jiro’s older brother, Tsunetaro, who arrived in Australia before Jiro, was managing it.
With the sudden death of his father, Jiro inherited the store. He also applied for the
naturalisation as a British subject, and the Colony of Victoria approved his application. In
1899, Jiro returned to Japan for four months for inheritance procedures. Tsunetaro
returned to Cossack for a while, renounced their father’s estate, and inaugurated the J & T

Muramats, of which management was left to Jiro.

At the end of the 19th century, when Jiro took over the business from his late father, Cossack
was in decline: the base of the pearling industry had moved to Broome, and the gold mining
boom in the Pilbara region had ended. Moreover, a new jetty was built in Point Samson
facing the open sea, which ended the role of Cossack as a major port in the region. Despite
the decline of the Cossack economy, Jiro continued to acquire land in Cossack and to expand
his pearling business by purchasing pearling boats from pearlers who were experiencing
financial problems. The lugger C28 (the Gracie) in the photograph with Saburo was one of
those vessels. J & T Muramats propped up pearling in Cossack by fishing with his own

luggers, operating mortgaged vessels or those owned by ‘white’ pearlers, and exporting pearl-

2 According to the Certificate of Exemption from Dictation (CEDT) issued at the time of Haru’s departure, Haru
left Point Samson on 4 January 1919. But with Matsumoto’s examination of Jiro’s ‘diary’ (Jiro’s notes on his
return to Japan in 1920), and enquiry to Fujieda Nishi High School, we concluded that Haru left on 4 January
1920, and it was misrecorded on the CEDT. Hatsu must have accompanied Haru, but there was no Hatsu’s
CEDT for this trip was found.
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shells on their behalf.

In the 1920s, the population of Cossack excluding indentured workers was around twenty,
and most of the land, including Jarman Island was owned by Jiro. The building noted as J
& T Muramats new store (the Old Customs House) on the back of its photograph was built
in 1897, and was purchased by Jiro after having been the Customs House and Bond Store.
In 1924, the building was used as a factory for canning turtle meat and turtle soup, but the

companies that owned the factory went bankrupt, and it was closed in 1935.3

Networks among Japanese Merchants

In the late 19th century, more than 100 Japanese people lived in Cossack, and the Cossack
Japanese Association was formed. Sakutaro Muramatsu served as its first director. The
executive members included some merchants such as Takazo Nishioka, Shingoro Tokumaru,
and Kamejiro Tokumaru. After the death of Sakutaro, the association collected donations
in 1898 and in 1903 to restore the Japanese cemetery. For the first restoration, the
Muramatsu store donated eight pounds, the Nishioka store five pounds, and the Tokumaru
store 2 pounds and 10 shillings. There were thirty-eight donations of more than one pound,
and these large donors were likely doing business with resident permits. Sakutaro’s grave
was the most distinctive one in the Japanese cemetery. Chiyo Araki, the mother of
Murakami Yasukichi’s wife Shigeno was also laid to rest there. In the Kinoshita family,
there were a few photographs, including the one on the front page, taken by Yasukichi

Murakami, when the family visited Chiyo’s grave.

A group photograph of Saburo and his family with Osamu Wachinaga, Yasutaro Yamamoto
and Yoshimatsu Masumoto was taken in Roebourne in 1920. They had assembled there to
see dJiro off on his departure for Japan. Records in the Australian Archives showed
Masumoto to be a carpenter but he also appeared to have been a small-scale merchant. He
arrived in Cossack in 1893 and had been in close contact with Sakutaro. His name appeared
in the Japanese cemetery restoration donation list. He had donated one pound. He also
served as director of the Cossack Japanese Association from its 15th term (January to June
1905) to the 19th (January to June 1907). On his way back to Japan, Jiro went to Singapore
where he had Masumoto’s watch repaired and ordered Jikatab:i (rubber-sole heavy cloth
shoes with split toes) in various sizes, at the request of Masumoto. Wachinaga, according to

Fujita’s memoir mentioned above, worked as a boatswain on a pearling lugger and as a crew

3 Brooke Halkyard, ‘Exploiting Green and Hawksbill Turtles in Western Australia: The Commercial Marine Turtle
Fishery’ in Joseph Christensen and Malcolm Tull eds. Historical Perspectives of Fisheries Exploitation in the Indo-
Pacific, Dordrecht: Springer Link, 2014, pp.214-215.

62



member of a cargo boat owned by Muramats. But he was not an indentured worker. While
Jiro was in Japan, he travelled to Kyusyu and delivered souvenirs to the family on behalf of
Wachinaga. It shows that Jiro had close relations with Wachinaga. Furthermore, the
entries of the J & T Muramats account books indicate that Wachinaga operated a lugger used
by Muramats that was actually registered to a ‘white’ pearler. Yamamoto seems to refer to
a Y. Yamamoto whose name is entered into the personal accounts ledger of J & T Muramats.
Muramats paid for laundry fees and wages to Y. Yamamoto, and managed his income and
expenditures, along with those of other Japanese. Yamamoto was likely running a small

business with a resident permit.

Photographs of Jiro’s departure from Singapore, which he visited on his way back to Japan
in 1920, reveals a part of the network of Japanese merchants in Nanyo (literarily means the
South Seas, that is Southeast Asia) at the time. There is a photograph of Jiro onboard the
Japan, with Kamejiro Tokumaru, Miura (brother-in-law of Tokumaru), and Otomatsu
Murakami, who came to see him off. Kamejiro Tokumaru was an old acquaintance from his
Cossack days, as mentioned above, and he and his older brother Shingoro set up Tokumaru
Bros. based in Broome, and later opened branches in Perth, Melbourne, and Singapore.
Otomatsu Murakami may be a person whose name was in the entries of the J & T Muramats
account books. If it was the same person, he could have had dealings with the Muramats,

as Jiro lent him nearly 1,600 pounds in 1915.

On the back of the photo on board the Japan, Jiro wrote that it was taken by a Mr. Torii of
Taiwan Sugar Refinery. Nobuhei Torii4 of Taiwan Sugar Refinery5 was a man who made a
name for himself by building underground dams in Taiwan to ensure a stable supply of
sugarcane, as part of a land reform project. He was born in Fukuroi, a town located close to
Jiro’s hometown, Fujieda. Matsumoto presumes that he met Jiro by chance in Singapore
while on an inspection tour of Indonesia for a land reform project (Matsumoto 2020). In
Singapore and Hong Kong, Jiro fulfilled various attending to errands, such as attending

business meetings, and buying requested goods and souvenirs to Japan.

According to Jiro’s ‘diary’ written during his trip to Japan in 1920, he was seen off by Eijiro

Yamazaki and his wife on his departure from Japan. From 1897, Eijiro Yamazaki lived in

¢ TRIFH B OFR KPR BEETH 0037 D ) TE#HS < A\ 2009

(https://www.city.fukuroi.shizuoka.jp/material/files/group/84/H210115_P07.pdf) accessed on 17 February 2023.
5 The Taiwan Sugar Refinery was founded in 1900 with capital provided by the Mitsubishi Zaibatsu, under the
leadership of the Office of the Governor-General of Taiwan. As a part of Japan’s colonial policy, the sugar
industry was promoted in order to encourage the development of other industries in Taiwan. The Japanese
government provided subsidies to found the company, so it was a semi-state-run company.
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Broome running a business for 15 years, and later moved to Singapore to run the Japan Hotel
there and a rubber plantation in Johor. Moreover, Jiro received a parting gift from Jirosaku
Shimada. dJirosaku Shimada ran a wholesale store in Kyoto and exported goods to Japanese
merchants in Western Australia. Jiro also had direct dealings with him (Matsumoto 2020).
According to the account books of J & T Muramats, most of the goods Jiro was selling in
Cossack were purchased from Australian companies, but some imported goods from Japan
were ordered from both Shimada Jirosaku’s store in Kyoto and Tonan Shokaié in Broome.
Jiro exported asbestos directly to the Nissa Company in Kobe, as well as through the Otto
Gerdau Company which was the main agent for exporting pearl-shells from Western

Australia.

While Jiro aspired to be an Australian businessman, at the same time he never neglected to
cooperate with and to show consideration for his fellow Japanese merchants. Whether it
involved the management of his store, the employment of Japanese indentured labourers, or
the network of Japanese merchants, he developed his business while building trust in his

relationships.

Hatsu in Cossack after the War

Hatsu was in detention with Jiro during the Pacific War. She was released in February
1946, and returned to Cossack in October. She was not deported to Japan as she was a
British subject by marriage to Jiro. Hatsu did not choose to return to Japan upon her
release, perhaps because she wanted to deal with her inheritance from Jiro. Before his

death, Jiro had written a will through his lawyer stating that Hatsu would inherit his estate.

Back in Cossack, Hatsu used part of the Old Customs House as a residence. The Karratha
Municipal Library has a few photographs of Hatsu from that period. For a time, Masuko,
the eldest daughter of Yasukichi Murakami, took shelter there after she was released from
the Tatsura camp, with her husband Yoshio Murakami, and their children. Hatsu's return
Cossack was not welcomed by the locals, and her residence was looted during the war. She

must have felt lonely, which made her long to go home to Japan.

A few letters from Hatsu to her niece Sumiko are in the possession of the Kinoshita family.
There is an undated letter with the notation, 'returned to Cossack two years ago', so it was

probably written around 1948, in which it is written;

6 Tonan Shokai was established by Nobutaro Umeda who worked for Tokumaru Bros., by amalgamating
Tokumaru Bros. and several other stores in Broome, due to the recession and decline of the pearling industry after
WWI.
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I returned to Cossack two years ago. It was shocking to see the state of our house.
Things inside the house were stolen and looted. All the windows were broken. Papers,
books, and letters were all destroyed. Iburnt them all because I could not identify most
of them. It really is a miserable shack. Cossack has also changed and there are only
four other houses left. No other people apart from two strangers and myself live here.
I have to go to Roebourne for shopping every ten days. Very inconvenient. I feel just
like being on a desert island. The house and ships in Darwin were all bombed, and I
lost everything there. I am all alone and do not have even a small piece of cloth. I
often weep, remembering the times with my husband and when I was in Japan. Most
of the Japanese were deported and few left. And none of them live close here. I have
no one to talk to and live lonely. If I were to get sick, there would be no one to look after
me. I am very worried about the future. I wish I could go back to Japan. I hope that

a peace treaty will be signed soon.
Living in the ruined Cossack at the age of nearly 70 was the painful reality that the war had

taken Hatsu’s home in Australia. By the time she left for Japan in 1957, Hatsu was literally

the last resident of Cossack.
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2. BEROHE : P &R (53E)
Homes in Japan: Kobe and

Fujieda (Shizuoka)



=ZER20mDFDEERER (19044F) v
A, =B U5, A, INBEEEIC TR
(KT=xFE) / Commemorative photo of
Saburo, at age 20 (1904) : Yasu, Saburo,
and Uta. Photographed at Kojima Photo

Studio in Kobe. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita
family)
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(1907548 18H) &RZBEROFKTIZ48
- 198 (KT / Saburo’s passport
issued by the Japanese Consulate in
Seattle (18 April 1907). The one in
English was issued on 19 April. (Courtesy
of the Kinoshita family)
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FHR7ZY (1914FFH) #F. MIHEEEIC TRE

(KT=FE) / Aya Hirata (c1914) : Photographed
at Wada Photo Studio in Kobe. (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita family)

FH7Y (191448)  #F. AYEEEIC TR
¥ (ATxFE /Aya Hirata (c1914) :
Photographed at Oda Photo Studio in Kobe.
(Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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"KOBE, JAPAN.
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NIR=BB - 7 VBRI DFIERIT
(1916%FtE) :MERELEEEEE
ICTRE (KTRARE) /
Commemorative photo of Saburo
and Aya on their honeymoon
(c1916) : Photographed at H.
Yokoyama Photo Studio at Beppu
Onsen. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita family)
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BEEICTRE (sExmE) / Passport photo of
Hatsu(1920): Photographed at Futami Photo
Studio, Kamidenma, Fujieda-cho. (Courtesy of the
Imatomi family)
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(Courtesy of the Imatomi family)
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NL, SENERESFFEDE (1925FE) BRI HEEZREEREICT
&% (SEXRFE) / Haru in her primary school uniform (c 1925):

Photographed at Futami Photo Studio; Kamidenma, Fujieda-cho.
(Courtesy of the Imatomi family)
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INYEINL (19275FEE) 1 NLDEFELERAZRES
ERDbNE, RAXEEICHED/\Y OEZID HERER
SERREIC L NiE. /\WVIF1926F 2N 51927F8F % T
AARICEEL TV, BRHEIBERICTERY (SRR
) /Hatsu and Haru (c 1927): Commemorative
photo taken when Haru entered high school.
According to the CEDT held in the National
Archives of Australia, Hatsu stayed in Japan from
February 1926 to August 1927. Photographed at

Tanabe Photo Studio in Fujieda-cho. (Courtesy of the
Imatomi family)

COEET/I\YNBEICDIFTTWREVIE, SHET
SERTATICREREINTWS, @eExF® / The
pin worn by Hatsu in the above photo has

been kept in the Imatomi Family. (Courtesy of the
Imatomi family)
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NAAEAXRES (BAREBORE) &NV

(BEXREBBOMA) (193144813H)
BWEDHAKEOEEICT (SERFAE) /
Yoshitaro Muramatsu (eldest son of
Tsunetaro) and Koh Muramatsu (13
April 1931): Photographed at
Yoshitaro’s house in Yokohama.
(Courtesy of the Imatomi family)



NTTE (ARBBORE) &R
(19354tH) (MMEOELRA=MWVEBbh
5, (EExRME) / Takehiko Muramatsu
and Koh (c 1935): Commemorative
photo celebrating Takehko reaching five
years of age. (Courtesy of the Imatomi family)

NRAREB—ZR (1940FtE) @ AREP (BAREPRSE) . 27 (AREBOER) . R
(AREBBORE) « T (RBE) . &£& (F) (¢sxmH) / Hisajiro Muramatsu and
his family (c1940): Hisajiro (Tsunetaro’s second son), Koh (Hisajiro’s adoptive

mother), Yasuaki (Hisajiro’s second son), Takehiko (eldest son), and Toki (wife).
(Courtesy of the Imatomi family)
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PR T EERR. [HEEER DIEREED
ERXNBH-THh, REED TH

By lcbEIhTwWs TTyyaw
Y, TEft TIRE EWo B
S D. (20194108, MAEB2. #H
B5#&%) / Fujieda, in the vicinity
where Sakutaro’s house once
stood, along the old Tokaido
Road. ‘Ensuya’ ‘lkushinsha’ and
"Tokosei’ which were mentioned in

Jiro’s ‘diary’, are still in business.
(Photo: Hiroyuki Matsumoto and Mayumi
Kamada, October 2019)
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2. Homes in Japan: Kobe and Fujieda (Shizuoka)

Jiro went back to Japan only twice after settling in Australia. Even in an era when travel
and communication between Australia and Japan took a great deal of time, Jiro kept a close
relationship with his siblings and relatives in Japan. He was able to settle in Australia
because of their support. Jiro attached great importance to paying meticulous attention to
his Japanese relations. in the same manner that he developed a credible business

relationship with his customers and maintained good relations with his employees.

Kobe

Sakutaro Muramatsu was born in Fujieda in Shizuoka, and he ran a business in Kobe before
he left for Australia. He often travelled between Australia and Japan after starting a
business in Cossack. Sakutaro had five children with his wife Sada: Tsunetaro (born in
1869), Jiro (1878), Saburo (1884), Uta (1887) and Yasu (1888). When Jiro inherited his
father’s Australian assets, he had promised to distribute the proceeds to his family relations
in Japan as well as to send them regular remittances. The photograph of Saburo at the age
of twenty, with his two younger sisters taken at a photo studio in Kobe shows him to be the
product of a good family. The sisters were under the care and protection of Tsunetaro and
probably received a large remittance from Jiro. Furthermore, Saburo's passport issued by
the Japanese Consulate in Seattle in April 1907, indicates that Saburo went to the United

States when he was twenty-two years old.

Saburo lived in Kobe when he was not in Cossack. When Jiro returned temporarily to Japan
in 1920, he bought an estate in Ikuta-cho in Kobe, and the last page of his ‘diary’ shows a
plan of the site and the building layout. It is not known whether Jiro bought it for Saburo
or Saburo had asked Jiro to purchase it, but Saburo’s family later settled there after

returning to Japan.

After returning to Kobe from Cossack, Saburo helped dJiro’s business from Kobe. The
account books of J & T Muramats, record payments made for wires from Saburo to Jiro and
remittances from Jiro to Saburo. The property that Jiro bought for Saburo in Kobe included
a few boarding houses, which might have been used as accommodation for the contracted
indentured workers up until they departed for Australia. When he received the news that
Jiro and Hatsu had been interned, Saburo, who was in poor health at the time, had great
concerns about their welfare until his death in February 1942. At the gravesite of the

Muramatsu family located on a hill overlooking Kobe, the headstone is inscribed with
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Sakutaro and Sada's posthumous Buddhist names.

Tsunetaro Muramatsu
Since the establishment of J & T Muramats after Sakutaro's death, Tsunetaro had not been
involved in the business in Australia, although his name remained part of the company name.

Tsunetaro was an important link between the Muramatsu families in Kobe and Fujieda.

His father Sakutaro was based in Kobe before moving to Australia, so Sakutaro left his eldest
son, Tsunetaro, in Kobe and his second son, dJiro, in Fujieda. After Sakutaro's death,
Tsunetaro became the head of the Muramatsu family in Fujieda, since at that time, the family
was headed by the eldest son. However, in practice, Sakutaro's younger sister, Koh, took

the surname Muramatsu upon her marriage and succeeded as head of the family in Fujieda.

Tsunetaro took on the responsibility of looking after his mother Sada, and his siblings, Saburo,
Uta, and Yasu, who all resided in Kobe. After he came back from Cossack, he married and
settled in Kobe. His younger sister Uta married in 1906. Yasu was married in 1907, and
his mother Sada passed away at the end of that year. By this time, Saburo had completed
his higher education and had come of age, and was in Seattle in March 1907. Tsunetaro had
fulfilled his responsibilities to the family in Kobe upon his mother’s death. He and his
family lived for a time in Fujieda, then relocated to Sugamo around 1915. Tsunetaro died
in Tokyo in 1921. His second son, Hisajiro, was adopted by Tsunetaro’s aunt, Koh, who did
not have any children, in order to continue the family line in Fujieda. Although no
photographs of Tsunetaro were found, there are photographs of Koh and Yoshitaro,

Tsunetaro’s eldest son, and Koh, Hisajiro, and his family, held by the Imatomi family.

Fujieda

Jiro went back to Japan only twice before he died in the internment camp: once in 1889 for
the processing of his inheritance; and again in 1920 on the occasion of his daughter, Haru’s,
admission to primary school. He did not return for his mother’s funeral in 1907 or for Haru’s
wedding in 1935. It was not easy for Jiro, who owned and managed a store and a pearling
business, to leave Australia very often. Furthermore, by the mid-1930s, he might not have

been allowed to reenter Australia, although he was a naturalised British subject.
At the beginning of this project, it was not known where Haru started school and grew up.

A photograph of Hatsu and Haru in the possession of the Imatomi family, taken at Tanabe

Photo Studio in Fujieda, confirmed that Haru grew up in Fujieda. Her name was also listed
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in the alumni list of Fujieda Nishi High School (formerly Fujieda Women’s High School), and
it confirmed that she was enrolled there for four years. There is a photograph of Haru taken
when she was in primary school held by the Imatomi family as well. The photo of the little
girl on the CEDT (Certificate of Exemption of Dictation Test)! became grown up.

Hatsu went back to Japan at least twice; on the occasions when Haru was admitted to the
primary school in 1920 and to high school in 1927. Although it was common at the time for
Japanese overseas to send their children back to Japan for their education, and Jiro had
relatives who could be trusted with the care of Haru, they must have worried about her being
away from her parents at the age of six. Furthermore, for Hatsu, it was the first time to
meet the family in Fujieda, so the visit might have been uneasy. When Hatsu and Haru
returned to Japan in 1920, it appears that they temporarily stayed with Yasu’s in-laws.

Jiro’s sisters, Uta and Yasu, provided reassuring support for Hatsu.

dJiro, too, returned to Japan from April to December 1920, relying on Saburo to manage the
business in Cossack. Jiro’s ‘diary’, which is preserved in the State Library of Western
Australia, provides a written account of his time in Japan. A close examination of the diary
reveals Jiro’s movements while he was there (Matsumoto 2020). Making the rounds of his
neighbourhood in Fujieda was important for Haru’s sake. He gave Koh and another aunt
‘pocket money’ of thirty yen each, which was the equivalent of one month's wages for a
carpenter at the time, and visited neighbours with souvenirs. Return and farewell gifts
were presented to Jiro, and in this way he established close relations with the neighbours
and his relatives. The neighborhood stores mentioned in his ‘diary’ are still in business to

this day in Fujieda along the Tokaido Road.

Jiro also actively travelled while in Japan. He called on Hatsu’s relatives in Nagasaki,
delivered messages and gifts to the families of the crew working in his company, and visited
the headquarters of Kaigar Kogyo in Ariake, Tokyo. There is a photograph of Jiro, Hatsu

and Yasu taken at the Mitsukoshi Photo Studio in Tokyo, as Yasu’s in-laws were in Tokyo.

1 According to Jiro’s ‘diary’ and the school records in Japan, Haru departed Cossack on 4 January 1920.
Therefore, it appears that the date of 4 January 1919 recorded on the CEDT is in error.
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3. S—D«qY
Darwin



REBE/\Y (1931F10824H) ¥—7« YOEBEDEEXER. (SERFE)
Jiro and Hatsu (24 Oct. 1931): In front of the main entrance of their home

in Darwin. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)
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Y—7 4 VORBDEE (1938F10824H) : EEXERIOE KFxAE) / Home of Jiro and Hatsu in
Darwin (24 Oct. 1938): Garden in front of the main entrance. (Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)
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Y=o 4 vDFEE (19384F
10824) ; AIHAO (KTFx
e / Side entrance of

| »1 I ‘ ' (i
| ’P /g . the house in Darwin (24
Oct. 1938) (Courtesy of the
“, Kinoshita Family)

I

-1 VDEE (19384
10B24) ; EEXNZ V%S
(R FxAE) / Front

verandah of the house in

Darwin (24 Oct. 1938)

(Courtesy of the Kinoshita
Family)

F
Fro Ventedal  Sarar. 24f1ef37,

=1 >DREE (1938%F
10B24) ;1 KRZV%
(KT=xFrE) / Side verandah
of the house in Darwin (24

Oct. 1938) (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)
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=01, Fv/)\F—ED
(1930FR) ; REBDE=E
. EF v /NF—@EDRWNIC
Holco KTRFMRE) /
Cavenagh Street, Darwin
(1930s): Jiro’s house was
i located on this street.

; (Courtesy of the Kinoshita

,’ Family)
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REBIE=BBICY —T 1 ~ DIRF
ZHSEDTH D5, <D
=74 YDEENKTRICHK
ThTWwd, §—U 1> XX wmlg
Z5BD (1930FR) KFRA FJEﬂ“ﬂ”
&) / Smith Street, Darwin
(1930s): Jiro must have let
Saburo how Darwin looked.
Many photos of Darwin
have been kept by the
Kinoshita family. (Courtesy of
the Kinoshita Family)

=04, AZRED
(19305FA) RF=xE) /
Smith Street, Darwin

(1930s) (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)




Y—oq>, AZRED
(19304FM) (RF=xE) /
Smith Street, Darwin

(1930s) (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)

Y=, AZ@D
(1930F ) RTxFE) /
Smith Street, Darwin

(1930s) (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)

Y=o, AZTED
(1930F ) KTxmE) /
Smith Street, Darwin

(1930s) (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)
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=AM (1930FR) KT
xR / Pearling boats

(1930s) (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)

Y— 4>, #%1B (1930
FR) KFTRAR /

Darwin Jetty (1930s)

(Courtesy of the Kinoshita
Family)
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AV AN—%ELLBEDF
(1930FR) KTRFE /
Boy holding young

kangaroos (1930s) (Courtesy
of the Kinoshita Family)

FEROAX—DEEHL (1930%F
) CkT=xFE) / Natives launching

a canoe (1930s) (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita Family)

- <oUrECIe
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EEETTS S i

AGDRESS ONLY

POST CARD

CORRESPONBENCE

EEEROIORY — (D)
(1930F ) (KFxm#E / Natives

having a corroboree(1930s)
(Courtesy of the Kinoshita Family)
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NEERH : 384 Fv/\F—@BD, ¥—7 1> (2022498H Li—&%) / Site
where Muramats’ house once stood: 384 Cavenagh St, Darwin (Photo: Yuichi
Murakami, September 2022)

HAASM : 283 Uy @D 5—7 1>, NRFTER (20224981 Lit—i8g) /
Site where the Japanese Association once stood: 283 Woods St, Darwin.
The lot was owned by Muramats. (Photo: Yuichi Murakami, September 2022)
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3. Darwin

In the late 1920s, Jiro planned to move to Darwin to expand his pearling business. He
purchased two luggers and entered into a contract to purchase an additional seven.
However, because the federal government did not grant permits for employing foreigners as
crew, he had to give up the contracts to increase the number of boats. The federal
government was concerned about Jiro’s business expansion, as he was ‘Asian’, and applied
its control over immigration and employment of foreigners to prevent Jiro from owning more
than ten boats, for which he was given licenses before 1912. In the end, Jiro decided to move

five luggers to Darwin including those of E. McKay, who was a manager of J & T Muramats.

Another reason why Jiro and Hatsu decided to move to Darwin had to do with the return of
Haru to Australia, who was finishing high school in Japan. It was unrealistic to expect that
Haru would live in Cossack after graduating high school. She had left Australia at the age
of six, coming back after eleven years. According to a ship passenger record printed in the
newspaper, Hatsu went to Singapore to meet Haru. Haru stayed in Darwin for over a year

and then went to Sydney to enter a boarding school.

Jiro kept Saburo informed about his life and situation in Darwin. There are many
photographs of Darwin in the possession of the Kinoshita family, such as those of the
Muromats home on Cavenagh Street as well as views of the main streets in Darwin. In a
photograph of Jiro and Hatsu taken in front of their home, dated 24 October 1931, they
appear to be contented with life in Darwin. Their house was built on stilts surrounded by
verandas, which was a characteristic feature of domestic architecture in the tropical climate
of northern Australia, and furnished with wicker furniture, potted houseplants, and
paintings on the walls. It indicates that they were a wealthy household. The name of Jiro
Muramats was well known to Japanese who visited the Dutch East Indies and Australia.
Jiro welcomed Japanese visitors to Darwin. When the Karo-Maru, a navigation training
ship of the Japanese Ministry of Education, entered Darwin Port in 1936, he presented the
crew and staff with pearls, pearl-shells and one head of beef weighing more than two tons.
When Fukutaro Tange, the first Japanese to engage in pearl-shell fishing in the Arafura Sea,
experienced trouble with a broken air compressor, Jiro lent him a compressor made in
England by Henke. When Japanese fishing boats were captured off Arnhem Land, he
worked with Peter Nakashiba, president of the Japanese Association of Darwin, for the crew’s

release and return of the ships.
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With the outbreak of the Pacific War, Jiro and Hatsu were taken into confinement in Darwin
and transported by land to Tatura Internment Camp in Victoria. Their house and boats
were destroyed by the bombing by the Japanese, and the boats in Cossack were requisitioned.

Jiro died on 7 January 1943 in Waranga Hospital near the camp.
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Haruko IMATOMI



SBEEFE/NLOFEER (1935F128) M7 FiFlEmR) « BU% EIRIAEHNSZER) .
VTR (BINGHSZER) . VAOXRMEK (&3GH) HSILTWS,
Memorial photo of Shohei Imatomi and Haru’s wedding (December 1935): Koh Muramatsu
(front row right), Uta Shima (front row, second from right), Yasu Kato (back row, second
from right), and Mr Kato (back row right). (Courtesy of the Imatomi family)
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729, BrNXoamn/\JL (1938F9AH10
B XOEEINERZERADEENHD, (&
=) / Haru in Sao Paulo, Brazil (10
September 1938): Haru’s husband,
Shohei, updated their news on back of
the photos. (Courtesy of the Imatomi family)
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JONBEER] (19384FE) (&

ERFE) / Haru and Shohei
with the company car in
front of their home in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. (c 1938)

(Courtesy of the Imatomi family)
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T7ZI)L, BV ODBEINEZED/\IL
(19384tH) (sExm#E) /Haru in the
drawing room of their home, in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. (c 1938) (Courtesy of the
Imatomi family)
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TZI)L, B ODOBEAED/NIL
(19384tH) (sExmE /Haruin the
bathroom of their home, in Sao Paulo,
Brazil. (c 1938) (Courtesy of the Imatomi

family)
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72V ByXoOnBE (1938F9A7H) :/\L.
B NbiciapnicEE. #F ($ExE) /Haru and
Shohei, with their children (Shingo in Haru’s arms,
and Ritsuko), in Sao Paulo, Brazil. (c 1938) (Courtesy

of the Imatomi family)
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& (11m) « /AL 37m) « #F (12m)
(1948%F11H1H) &ExmE) / From left to

right: Shingo (11 year old), Haru (36), and

Ritsuko (12) (1 November 1948) (Courtesy of

the Imatomi family)
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SEXRFE) /Haru and her friends (date unknown): Haru worked for a trading

company as a typist, and also taught English there. (Courtesy of the Imatomi family)

101



oWt
&N S

i

&
\-

102

J\Y OERBIEIY (1959%F) @ A£h
SHEVYX. BU%. Vb, BR &
E. #BF xR / Unveiling of
Hatsu’s headstone (1959): From
left Yasu Kato, Uta Shima, Haru,

priest, Shingo, Ritsuko. (Courtesy of
the Imatomi family)

EARICIEFHATSU MURAMATS & &%
ICJIRO MURAMATS &EZIIENTW S,

(cExmE) / The names, HATSU
MURAMATS and JIRO MURAMATS
are inscribed on Hatsu’s

gravestone. (Courtesy of the Imatomi
family)
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4. Haruko IMATOMI

After Haru returned to Australia in December 1930, she spent about a year in Darwin, and
in 1932, enrolled at the Rosebay Convent, a boarding school in Sydney. It is not known
what led to her decision to go back to Japan, where she married Syohei Imatomi in December
1935. In the photographs of her wedding, we find images of her great aunt Koh and aunts,
Uta and Yasu, but not Jiro or Hatsu. Haru’s husband, Shyohei, was from Shimonoseki,
and worked for Tbzanshyoj1, part of the Mitsubishi conglomerate. Soon after their marriage,
he was posted to Sao Paulo, Brazil. Their two children were born in Sao Paulo. Haru looks
to be very happy in the photographs taken in Sao Paulo. They returned to Japan around
1940, and Shyohei went to Burma, leaving his family behind in Japan. He was drafted there
during the Pacific War and died of illness in Pegu, Burma in July 1945.

It is not difficult to imagine the hardship experienced by Haru after having been left with
two children in the chaotic post-war period. Without depending on Shyohei’s family, Haru
worked for a trading company utilising her skills in English, and sometimes taught English
at the company. Haru’s mother Hatsu returned to Japan in 1957 and stayed with Haru until

her death two years later.

Hatsu, who lived with Haru, enjoyed a peaceful existence with two grandchildren who adored
her. dJiro was initially buried in the cemetery at the Tatura internment camp and later
reburied in the Cowra Japanese War Cemetery. ‘JIRO MURAMATS’ was inscribed next to
HATSU MURAMATS on Hatsu’s headstone in Yokohama. Both Jiro and Hatsu were devout
Catholics.

Haru studied Aaikuunder Katsumata Ittoh (}53—%) and published a collection of her haiku

in 1985. It includes many Aaiku about her mother, husband and children.

In front of the roses, the decision has been made

Early violets arrive with the memory of fragile relations with the mother
Longing my husband on Bastille Day, my birthday

At the mother’s grave, quince blossoms haven't yet arrived

Picking violets, the colour of my late mother

The collection of haiku was dedicated to her late mother.
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Muramatsu Family Genealogy

* Only persons mentioned in this booklet are listed.

Hikohachi (Hikobe)

Hikoroku
Koh Sakutaro Sada
Hide 14 Tsunetaro
[ unetar Uta Yasu
adoption of Jiro Hatsu
: an heir
Toki Hisajiro Yoshitaro
Shohei Haru Sumiko
Imatomi
Takehiko Yasuaki
Ritsuko Shingo Toshiko Yasuko
Kinoshita
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Mapl A—X K Z ) 7EZE / Western Australia

Darwin
H—ox

TIL—LA

Broome
v
Cossack

Carnarvon
NF—TxYy

JIN—2XR

Perth
Fremantle
UYL

LIToY+ hEH &ICEEER / The maps are created by the author based on
the data: ‘Generalised Regions of Western Australia, Digital Library’,
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (https://
library.dpird.wa.gov.au), and ‘Natural Earth’ (https:/

Map 2 J%w 7 &4 / Cossack and vicinity

\\PomtSampson
HLY VI

HE#E / Source: ‘ArcGIS (https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html)

108


https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html

Map 3 HA / Japan
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Postscript

When the research team of Keiko Tamura, Yuichi Murakami, and Mayumi Kamada visited
Cossack in September 2017, a ‘mini Muramats project’ was proposed to learn more about Jiro
Muramats. With the addition of another two members to the research team at the time,
Hiroyuki Matsumoto and Yuriko Nagata, it became possible to examine documents housed
both in Australian and Japanese archives and libraries, thereby expanding the project. The
‘mini-project’ grew into a larger project, tracing the life history of Jiro Muramats and his

family, as well as uncovering the details of the business of J & T Muramats.

Among all of the records uncovered, the ‘discovery’ of the J & T Muramats account books,
which were kept by the Imatomi family in Japan, is worth mentioning. Its more than 2500
pages documenting in English the operations of the J & T Muramats business in Cossack
were invaluable for the study of the history of the regional economy and Asian migration in
northwest Australia. After digitization, the account books were donated to the State
Library of Western Australia, with the consent of the Imatomi family, for proper storage and
public access. When the account books in the author’s care were loaded onto the truck of
the transportation company arranged by the State Library and departed, it was like bidding

farewell to an acquaintance who was going home.

Without being able to meet the family relations of Jiro Muramats, the project would have
remained a ‘mini-project’. The photograph on the front cover of this publication served as
the starting point. We would like to express our gratitude to Mrs. Yasuko Kinoshita, whose
mother appears on the right side of the photo, who provided us with an introduction to the
Muramatsu and Imatomi families; to Mrs. Kazuko Muramatsu and Hiromi Muramatsu who
succeeded to the business in the hometown of Sakutaro Muramatsu; to Mrs. Toshiko
Nakayama who has preserved the memories and records of Hatsu and Haru Muramats for
future generations; and to all of the family relations in Kobe, Fujieda and Yokohama who

welcomed us and provided assistance.

While there were few of Jiro’s private letters to be found, the existing photos taken of Mr.
and Mrs. Jiro Muramats, and Mr. and Mrs. Saburo Muramatsu and their relatives captured
the embodiment of Jiro’s character and provided the driving force for the research. The
photo of Saburo, Uta and Yasu taken at Kojima Photo Studio in Kobe in 1904 suggests Jiro’s
financial support to his younger siblings after their father’s death. The group photo taken

in Roebourne in 1920 on the occasion of Jiro’s departure for Japan indicates that his return
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home was regarded as a memorable event. Furthermore, the copies of the photos of Haru
kept in the Imatomi family must have been in the hands of Jiro and Hatsu, and one could

imagine that they often viewed these photographs.

Seven years of research revealed much about Jiro Muramats and J & T Muramats, but an
account of his business in Darwin has not yet been published. The networks of Japanese
merchants who took part in the economic activities in northwest Australia have also been
gradually brought to light. We hope that our research findings will contribute to further
research on Japanese merchants and indentured labourers who worked in Australia from the

end of the 19th to the beginning of the 20th century.

This publication is part of the research results of a JSPS Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (C), ‘Local Japanese community beyond the national border: Japanese
storekeepers and their adaptive strategies of organizing Japanese indentured labourers in
Australia‘ (Principal investigator: Mayumi Kamada, Project number: 20K12380, 2020-
2024).
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[EXR#MEE / back cover photograph]
OYy 7OBERO7Y. XX, =HB. BRER (19194)
RFREE) / Aya, Sumiko, Saburo and Jiro, in front

of their house in Cossack (1919) (Courtesy of the
Kinoshita family)
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